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CONTAINING 
The Modern Hiſtory and Deſcription] 


of all the Provinces, Towns, Caſtles. 
Palaces, & c. of that Fruitfal, Populous 
Country, ſo long the Scene of Wars 
and dreadful Ravages, till it was by the * 
Treaty of Utrecht yielded to the Em- 
peror of Germany. | 
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An Acco x of all the remarkable Battels 
and Sieges; taken from the moſt authentick 
Narratives. | 

To which 1s prefixed, | 


An In TRoDUC TION, containing the ancient 
Hiſtory of -the whole Seventeen Provinces. 


— — — 
4 | 


By the AuTHmor of the Journey through 
England and Scotland. | 
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| J. Hook R, at the Flower-de-luce; both 
| againſt St. Dunſtan's Church, Fleetftreet. 1725. 1 
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vi The Introduction. 
Accounts of Sieges and Battels, bur 

never thought of entertaining us 
with a Deſcription of the fine Cities, 
and other Curioſities of the Country, 
not inferior to any in Europe. 


It's for that Reaſon, that after my 
Journey through Ergland and Scot- 
land, I undertook a Tour into this 
Countty, where one travels both Þ? 
with Conveniency and Pleaſure; for 
you can every Day breakfaſt in one 
great City, dine in a ſecond, and 
lye in a third during your Journey. 


The Figure it made in Antiquity 
15 beſt learn'd from Tacitus, who in 
his Roman Hiſtory tells you, That 
when the Romans came hither, they 
found the Inhabitants a Brave, Ho- 
neſt, and Free People ; and for that 
Reaſon treated them as Brothers and 


Aſſociates, rather than a conquered 
People ; made them the Guards of 
their Emperors, to the Excluſion of 
* ; other 


q The Introduction. vij 
2 other Nations, and calld them the 
7 Batavian Guards. | 


The Romans found them Pagans, 
who ador'd Idols for every Day of 
the Week ; of which I have ſeen the 
Figures at Bruſſels : That of Sunday is 
the Sun in its Glory on a Pedeſtal, 
with a Wheel under it ſhowing its 
Courſe round the World : That of 
Monday is the Figure of a Woman 
Z holding the Moon in her Hands; and 
Z ſhe was properly the Goddeſs of 
Fiſhermen, Boatmen, and other Peo- 
ple who live on the Water: That of 
Treſdays call'd Tierſeo, was the moſt 


eſteem'd of their Gods; he was 


cloath'd in Bearskin, wore a long 
Beard, which render'd him Venerable 
amongſt the People, holding a Scep- 
ter in his right Hand, as a Mark of 
his Sovereignty : Wedneſday they a- 
dored the Idol Woden ; he was arm'd 
with a Scimitar in his right Hand, 
and a Target on his Left; he wag 
| R 4 their 
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their God of War, as Mars way that 
of the Romans. The Idol Thor. Was 
ador'd on Thurſdays ; he repre= 
ſents an old Man lircing. i in the Chair 
of State, with a golden Crown on 
his Head encircl'd with twelve Stars, 
and a Scepter in his right Hand ; and 
he was reckon'd the God of Rains; 
Wind, Lightning, and Thunder. On 
Friday they ador'd the Goddeſs Friga } 
ſhe bad in Haw right Hand a Sword, 
and in the left a Bow ; ſhe was call'd 
the Goddeſs of Peace, Plenty, and 
Love. On Saturday they ador'd the 
Idol Crodo; he ſtands on a Pedeſtal 
with a Basket of Fruit in one Hand, 
and a Wheel in the other. | 


But on the Decadence of the Ro- 
nan Empire, the Chriſtian Religion 
beginning to ſpread every where, Pope 
Marcellin in the 3d Century ſent ſeve· 
ral Eccleſiaſticks hither to preach the 


| Goſpel, who made ſo great a Pro- 
grels, that St, Fiat alone chriſten'd at: 
Tour- 


* The Introduction. ix 
Tourna) 30,000 in one Week; and 
in the. Lear 608, St. Amand, preach- 
ing at Ghent, prevail d fo far upon the 
People, as to pull down all thoſe 
Idols, and to build Churches for the 
7 Chriſtian Religion; of which st. Fe- 
ter at Ghent, the Church call'd the 
Bourg at Antwerp, the Church calPd 
Kenan) nigh Oudenard, the great 
Churches of Cambray, Arras, Terowen, 
and Maſtricht were founded by 
him. 4 
The Chriſtian Religion was pro- 
pagated in its original Simplicity and 
Purity, and Paganiſm quite extirpa- 
ted for 200 Years, When the Arian 
Hereſy, in the Year 1115, put 
them in Confuſion; which brought 
Norbertus with a Train of Monks from 
France to confute him; and they had 
2 1o good Succeſs, as to plant Monaſtties 
every where, of Monks, Who are the 
Caterpillars of the Country to this 
Day. When you come to my Letter 


from 


f 
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from Antwerp, you will have a far- 
ther Account of this Norbertus. 


Upon the Decay of the Roman 


Empire, as they threw off Paganiſm, 
ſo they alſo did their Roman Yoke, 
and declar'd themſelves a free People; 
however, were divided into little 
Principalities after the manner of Ger- 
many; but by Intermarriages, and the 
Failure of Heirs-Male, they came by 


degrees to be united to the Houſe of 


Burgundy. 


Mecklin and Flanders were * 
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to it in 1333, Artois in 1382, Na- 


mure in 1421; Brabant, Limburg, 
and Antwerp in 1430 ; Hainault, Hol- 
land and Zeland in 1436 ; Frirzeland 
in 1515; Luxemberg in 14633 Gel- 
der and Zuiphen in 14723 Groningen 


in 1536 ; Utretcht and Over-Iſſel in 


1529: And all theſe not by Con- 
queſt or Force of Arms, but by In- 
termarriages and Succeſlion. 

2 But 
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But Charles the Hardy, Duke of 


Burgund), leaving an only Daughter 
Mary, who married Maximilian Arch- 
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duke of Auſtria, afterwards Emperor 


of Germany, put an end to the Houſe 
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of Burgundy, and carried theſe Pro- 
2 vinces as a Portion to the Houſe of 
2 Aufiria, By this Marriage there was 
one Son, Philip the Firſt, who was de- 
Z clar'd Hereditary Sovereign of theſe 
 Z Provinces. He married Jane of Ca- 


flile, Daughter and Heireſs of Ferdi- 


I nand King of Arragon, by whom he 


had two Sons, Charles and Ferdinand; 


and dying before his Father the Em- 


peror Maximilian; Charles was Heir 
to theſe Provinces, and after the 


Death of his Grandfather was choſen 
Emperor by the Name of Charles the 
Fifth. 


During the Minority of this Prince, 
the Government of theſe Netherlands 
was given to his Aunt Margaret of 
Auſtria, 


| Years; and accompanying her Bro- 
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Auſiria, Daughter of Mary of Bur- 


gundy, who was born at Bruſſels in 
1479, and dy d at Mecklin in 15 30, 


S 
ö 
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after governing theſe Provinces twenty 


three Years; and after her Death 
the Emperor being much employ'd in 


Germany and Spain, he beſtow'd the 


Government of theſe Provinces upon 
his Siſter Mary of Auſtria, Widow 
of Lewis the IId King of Hungary, 
who govern'd them twenty four 


ther into Spain after his Refi ignation, 
ſhe dy'd a Month after him in the 
Year 1558. 


The Emperor Charles the Fifth, 
being a Native of Flanders, born at 


Ghent, had a particular Affection for 


theſe Frovidves® Bur unbappily for 


them, when he reſign'd the Empire I 
to is Brother Ferdinand, and his 
Kingdom of Spain to his Son Philip, 
inſtead of annexing them to the Em- 
pire, which would have made them 
a glo- 
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q The Introduction. x13 
2 glorious and flouriſhing People, he 
gave them to his Son the King of 
EZ Spain to be govern'd as diſtant Pro- 
vinces by Maxims and Laws entirely 
XZ Spaniſh, Conſequently Philip the 

Second of Spain being a thorough 
XZ Spaniard, delign'd to introduce into 
thoſe Countries the Spaniſh Govern- 

ment and Inquiſition : He obtain'd of 
Pope Faul the Fourth the Erection of 
fourteen new Biſhopricks in this 
Country; and Cardinal Grandvile 
was ſent to ſet up the Inquiſition; 
and that this might go down the bet- 
ter with the People, inſtead of a Go- 
vernor General of the whole Coun- 
try, he appointed particular Gover- 
nors for eyery Province. 


The Count Egmont was made 
Governor of Flanders, William of 
Naſſau Prince of Orange was made 
Governor of Holland, Zealand, and 
TVrirecht ; the Count de Meghem Go- 
yernor of Zutphen and Gelder; the 


acl. Duke 
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Duke of Aremberg Governor of Friex- 
land, Ower-Tſſel, Groningen, and Lin- 
given; the Count de Mans field Go- 
vernor of Luxemburg ; the Count de 
Berlamont Governor of the Province 
of Namur; the Marquis de Berghes 
Governor of the Province of Hai- 
nault; the Marquis of Montmorancy 
Governor of Liſle, Doway, and Or- 
chies ; the Marquis de Montigny Go- 
vernor of Tournay; and the Count 
de Horn was made Great Admiral. 
Theſe being all Natives of the Coun- 
try, and Men of great Authority, 
he believd that his new Regulations 
would be the better receiv'd by the 
People ; but upon his embarking for 
| Spain at ar in Zeland, theſe Go- 
vernors took the Part of the People 
in oppoſing the new Innovations ; 
upon which the King ſent his natural 
Siſter, the Dutcheſs of Parma, as 
Governeſs of the Lom - Countries, gi- 


ving her Cardinal Grandvile, now 


made Archbiſhop of Mechlin, the 
| Count 
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Count of Berlimont, and one Vigilius 
Abayta for her Connell : But the 
Prince of Orange, the Counts of Eg- 
mont and Horn, the Marquis de Berge 
and Montenigne refuſed to enter into 


the Council of the -Government, 


whilſt the Cardinal Grandwvile fat 

there, becauſe of the new Innovati- 

ons he had brought in, in erecting 
fourteen new Biſhopricks, and ſet- 

ting' up the Inquiſition. And for 

this Reaſon the whole Provinces ſent 

the Count d Egmont to the Court of 

Spain at Madrid with their Com- 4 
plaints; but finding no Redreſs, the 
whole Nobility met at Gertrudenberg, 

where they enter'd into a Confede- 

racy for maintaining the Liberties of 


their Country. They deputed the 


Count de Briderod to carry their 
Grievances to the Dutcheſs of Parma 
at Bruſſels, who being accompany'd 
with about four hundred Noblemen- 


and Gentlemen, much frighted her ; 
ſhe therefore gave him good Words, 


+ Q'; 446 and 


xvj The Introduction. 
and ſent an Account of the whole 
to Spain. 


The King of 8 lieg alarm d J 
at this News, call'd his Privy-Council | 
together, to have their Opinion on 
this weighty Affair. They were com- 

poſed of Ferdinand Alwares de Toledo 
Duke of Alva, Ruy Gomes. de:Silwa, 
Cardinal Spinoſa great Inquiſitor and 
Preſident of Caſtile, the Duke de Fe- 
ria, John Maniquez de Lara, Anthony 
[Pres of Toledo great Prior of Caſtile, 
and Father 3 Friſnada Biſhop of 
Cruenſa, and Confeſſor to the King. 


This Council were extremely di- 
vided in their Sentiments; Gomex de 
Silva, Anthony de Toledo, and Father 
Friſnada, were for confirming them 
in their ancient Privileges, reſtoring 
their Government to its former State, 
and paſling an Act of Oblivion: But 
the Duke of Alva and the Inquiſitor 
General were for reducing them by 

Force, 
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Force, and bringing their Eſtates in- 
to the King's Mercy. This laſt Ad- 
vice ſuited beſt with the King's 
haughty Inclinations ; and the Duke 
of Alva was immediately {ent with 
an Army of 8780 Foot, and 1200 
Horſe, to reduce them to their Obe- 
dende. He canbarked'zc Carthagena 
on Board of 37 Galleys, command- 
ed by the Duke of Dorea; landed 
at Genoa in Italy, march'd thro? Ger- 
many, and arriv'd at Bruſſels in Au- 
guſt, 1567. This ſo alarm'd all the 
Inhabitants who had turn'd Prote- 
ſtants, that moſt of the richeſt Fa- 
milies fled into England, and were 
kindly entertain'd by Queen Eliza- 
beth, who ſettled them at London, 
Canterbury, Colche ſer and Norwich ; 
and their Churches are calPd the 
Walloon Churches to this Day. 


The Princeſs Margaret ſceing the 


whole Country in Confuſion by the 
C23 Duke 
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Duke of Alva's Coming, deſired to 
be recall'd from her Government, 
and dy'd ſoon after of Grief in the 
Kingdom of Naples. 


The firſt thing the Duke of Alva 
did, was to ſeize the Chiefs or Heads 
of the Confcderates. The Prince 
of Orange made his Eſcape into Ger- 
many ; but the Counts of Egmond 
and Horn, two of the firſt Families 
in the Country, were ſeized on the } 
gth of September, 1567. and ſent | 
Priſoners to the Citadel of Ghent 
under a Guard of 3000 Spaniards. 
A Proclamation was iſſued out, ſum- 
moning the Prince of Orange, his 
Brother Count Lewis, the Counts 
of ' Hogſtrat, of Berge, and of Cul- 
lenburh, to appear in fifteen Days 
under the Pain of Treaſon : But they 
being retired to Germany, Were ac- 
cordingly declar'd Traitors, their 
Eſtates feiz'd, and a Garriſon of 
| Spa- 


* 


1 
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Spaniards put in the Prince of Oranges 
Caſtle at Breda. | 


The Duke of Alva, to ſtrike the 


greater Terror into the other Towns, 


before he proceeded farther, hang'd 


up twenty one of the chief Burghers 


of Bruſſels in the Place or Square 
call'd the Sablon; and three Days af- 


ter beheaded the Counts Egmond and 
Horn, on the great Market-place of 


Bruſſels over-againſt the Town-houſe. 
It's inexpreſſible, the Cruelties exer- 
cis'd by this Duke in the few Years 
he commanded here: I will only tell 
you, that he bragg'd after he re- 


turn'd to Spain, that beſides thoſe 
kill'd in the Field, he had put to 


Death 18600 Men by the Hand of 
the Hangman, moſt of them Gentry, 


and principal Burghers. 


The Count de Hog ſtrat raiſed a little 
Army in the Dutchy of Juliers for 
E the 


xx The Introduction. | 
the Relief of his Country, and en- 
ter d the Dutchies of Gelder and Bra* |. 
bant ; whilſt Lewis, Brother to the 
Prince of Orange, did the ſame in 
Friezland, where he beat a little Ar- 
my of Spaniards, at a little Village 
call'd / inſchot: And this gave the firſt 
Encouragement to the Seven Provin- 
ces, now called the Eſtates of Holland, 
for ſeparating from the other Ten, and 
declaring for their Liberties and Pri- 
vileges. This little Action happen'd 
on the 24th of May, 1568. 


The Council of Spain ſeeing that 
the Duke of Alva's Severities rather 
incens'd than reduc'd the People, re- 
call'd him in 1573, after he had ty- 


ranniz'd near fix Years, 


The Country was now a little 
quiet, and the Council of State pro- 
pos'd a Meeting of the whole Pro- 
vinccs at Ghent. The Prince of O- 
8 range 
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range and the Chief of the Nobility 
came there in Perſon, and made on 


the Sth of Nowember, 1576. that 


famous Treaty, calbd the Pacifica- 
tion of Ghent, for their common 


Safety. But King Philip the Second 


not liking this Treaty, ſent his Ba- 


ſtard Brother, John Duke of Auſtria, 


as Governor .of the In,, 
He was receiv'd at Louwain in 1 5775 
and made his publick Entry into 
Bruſſels on the firſt of May; but 
emitting an Edict, called the perpetu- 


al Edlict, the Eſtates proteſted againſt 


it, Tee Don John an Enemy to 


the Country, recall'd the Prince of 
Orange, and declar'd him Protector of 
the Lon - Countries. Don John made 


a Stand with 20000 Veteran Italian 


and Spaniſh Troops; but dy'd near 
Namur before one Year of his Go- 
vernment was out, 


(a3 ) Upon 
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Upon his Death, the King of Spain 
ſent Alexander Farneſe Duke of Far- 
ma to ſucceed his Uncle in the Go- 
vernment of the Netherlands. This 
was a very politick Prince, and be- 
gan his Government by diſuniting 
the Chiefs of the Confederacy a- 
mongſt themſelves. He made the 
Roman-Catholicks believe that it was 
a War of Religion, and not of Li- 
berty ; and gave for Inſtance, the 
Seven Provinces of Holland, telling 
them that it would be their Fate al- 
ſo, if the Confederates prevail'd. 
Upon which the Count d' Egmont, 
Robert de Milun, Viſcount Ghent, Va- 
lentine Lord de la Motte, Emanuel de 
Laling, Baron Montigni, William Mont- 
morancy Lord of Capnes, Charles de 
Gaver Lord of Frezin, George Lal- 
lang Count of Ruttenburg, and ſeve- 
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| Tal other Roman-Catholick Noblemen, 
1 deſerted the Confederates, which 
brought 


The Introduction. xxiij 


brought on the famous Union at 
Utrecht ; and the Prince of Orange 
finding his Party decline in Brabant, 
retir'd into Holland, and was baſely 
murder*d at Delft on the 10th of 7u- 
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3 The poor States of Holland, who 
had now declar'd themſelves a Free 
People, upon this Murder, put them- 
ſelves under the Protection of Eng- 
land and France. The firſt ſent che 
Earl of Leiceſter with ſome Troops, 
and France the Duke of Alen on. 
But as this is foreign to my Journey 
throngh the Auſtrian Netherlands, 1 
recommend my Reader to Sir William 
Temple's Hiſtory of the Seven Pro- 
vinces of Holland. | 


After the Duke of Parma had go- 
vern'd theſe Provinces fourteen Years, 
he dy'd in the Monaſtry of St. Vf 
at Arras, cxtremely regretted by the 

(24) Poxiſh 
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Popiſh Party for his great Capacity 
both in the Field and Cabinet. He 
was ſucceeded in his Government by 
the Archduke Erneſt, Brother to the 
Emperor Rodolph. He made the 
moſt glorious Entry that ever was 
ſeen at Bruſſels, having the Elector 
of Cologn on his Right Hand, and 
the Prince of Baden on his Left, ac- 
company'd by Fifteen hundred Gen- 
tlemen, beſides Servants; but he 
dy'd within the Year ; And then his 
Catholick Majeſty gave the Govern- 
ment to Archduke Albert, and deſi- 
ring Repole in his old Age, married 
the Archduke to his Daughter Iſabel, 
and gave theſe Provinces in Portion 
with her; ſo that now the new mar- 
ried Couple took Poſſeſſion of theſe 
Provinces in Sovereignty, made their 
ſplendid Entry through all the great 
Cities, and made Peace with the Hol- 
anders, in which they acknowledg'd 
them to be a Free State. But they 

having 
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having noChildren, theſe Provinces re- 
turn'd again to the King of Spain as 
next Heir, who nam'd for Governor 
his Brother Cardinal Ferdinand, who 
dy'd at thirty two Years of Age; 
and after King Philip the IVth's 
coming to the Throne of Spain, 
theſe Provinces were govern'd by 
Native Spaniards, who were {ent hi- 
ther to fill their Purſes. The firſt of 
theſe was the Marquis de Caracene, 
the next was the Count Fuenſalida, 
then the Marquis de Caſtle Rodrigo. 
But now King Philip the Fourth dy- 
ing, and leaving his Dominions to 
an Infant, the Queen-Mother ſent 
firſt the Conſtable of Caſtile, and 
then the Count de Montery, to be 
Governors of theſe Provinces, who 
at the Treaty of Nimeguen were ſuc- 
ceeded by the Duke de Villa Hermoſa, 
and he by the Marquis de Grana, 
who was ſucceeded by the Marquis 
de Caſtanaga. But the Revolution of 
L — 
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England coming on, Spain was per- 
ſuaded to put the Government of 
theſe Provinces into the Hands of a 
Sovereign Prince entirely 1n the In- 
tereſt of the Confederates , who, 
with the Aſſiſtance of England and 
Holland, might the better reduce 
France on that Side; and according- 
ly it was given to che Elector of Be- 
Saria, who jointly with King Wil- 
liax of England carry'd on the War 
with good Succeſs, till the Death of 
Charles the Second of Spain without 
Children; when the EleGor took 
the Part of his Nephew the Duke of 
Anjou, and deliver'd up theſe Pro- 
vinccs to France, whoſe Army in one 
Day, ix. the 6th of February, 1701, 
took Poſſeſſion of all the Towns. 
From this Year to the Year 1706. 

that theBattel of Ramellies was fought, 

this poor Country was the Theatre of 
Blood and Famine, maintaining and 
quartering every Year two Armies 


of 


— 
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of 120000 Men each. But by this 
Battle the Duke of Marlborough be- 
ing Maſter of the whole Country, 
eſtabliſh'd a Council of State at 
Bruſſels for its Government, which 
conſiſted of the Archbiſhop of Mech» 
lin, Primate of the Low-Countries, 
the Prince of Rubempre, the Duke 
of Aremberg, the Marquis of Meſter- 
loo, the chief Preſident Coxi, the Ba- 
ron de Goyck Chancellor of Brabant, 
Mr. Vandergothen Preſident of the 
Chamber of Accounts, the Duke of 
Urſil, and the Counts of Erps, Clare- 
wont and Tiremont, and the Counſellor 
Clawirſmont ; under whoſe Govern- 
ment chis Country continued, till 
by the Treaty of Utrecht it was de- 
livered up to the Emperor Charles 
the Sixth, who now governs it by 
Prince Eugene Governor-General, 
whoſe Deputy is the Marquis de Prie ; 
and being now again united to the 
Empire, may be a flouriſhing Peo- 
| = 2 ple, 
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ple, as they were in the Reign of 
Charles the Fifth. 


Although this Country for many 
Ages has been the Theatre of War, 
the Flemings were always but Lookers 
on; whatever Power took any of 
their Towns, they ſubmitted to it, 
and took the Oaths of Fidelity while 
that Power was able to protect them; 
for they laugh at Hereditary Right : 
Whatever Power will maintain them 
in their Privileges, if it were the 
great Turk. they will ſubmit to him, 
but will not venture a Shilling for 
any Prince in Europe. They are an 
open, free-hearted People, like the 
Engliſb, and are great Lovers of Li- 
berty ; ſo that, tho? their Religion 
is Roman-Catholick, they are not 

Prieſt-ridden. 


Ihe Nobility and Gentry imitate 
the French in their Dreſs and Way of 
| Living. 
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Living. They will have Silver and 
Gold on their Cloaths, if they have 
none in their Pockets; and cvery 


body in great Towns rides in 
Coaches. 


Their Language 18 Low-Dutth, 
which is ſpoke with a different Pro- 
nunciation in every Province, as ours 
is in the different Counties of Eng- 
land. In Flanders they call it He- 
miſh ; in Brabant, Brabance; in Hol- 
land, Hollands ; and towards Mons, 
and the Counties adjacent to France, 
it's call'd Walloons : However, in all 
the great Cities they ſpeak French, 
and leave the native Language to 
the Peaſants. 


If this Country had a Sovereign 
of its own reſiding amongſt chem, 
who would preſide in their Meeting 
of States, and make wholeſome Laws 


for the Good of their Country, they 
might 
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might make a conſiderable Figure in 
Europe; but as they are govern'd by 
a Court at a great Diſtance, they 
ſeem very indifferent. 


Theſe Provinces are not like the 
Counties of England, who ſend 
Deputies to the Parliament, but each 
Province hath States of their own 
independent on one another; which 
the Emperor calls ſeparately together, 
when he hath any thing to propoſe 


to them. 31 UR 64 
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Stages of this Diſeaſe. 4. Of Aſs's Milk. 5. Of 
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ö 8 GAV E you in my laſt, my 
Sf OY Reaſons why I had altered 
= le=y my Reſolutions of going to 
Treland, and choſe rather 
Sx $45 making the Tour through 
„the Auſtrian Netherlands ; 
a Country, which for Inſtruction and Plea- 
ſure, affords more Variety than any other 
in the World, even Italy itſelf not ex- 

B cepted; 


3 Journey through the 
cepted; for a Man can breakfaſt in one great 
City, dine in a ſecond, and ſleep in a third, 
where the Cabinets of the Curious forPaint- 
ing and Antiquities, the Magnificence of 
their Churches, and other publick Buildings, 
and the Strength of their Fortifications, 
give the greateſt Amuſement and Diver- 
ſion. | 

[ proceeded therefore in a Stage-Coach 
from London to Dover, where J embarqu'd 
in the Pacquet-Boat, and in five Hours ar- 
rived at Calais; a Town, which 1s neither 
in France, nor Flanders, but in three 
Miles ſouthward, you are in France; and 
two Miles northward, you are in Flanders. 
It lies in a flat ſandy Country, call'd Le pars 
recouquis; or, The recover'd Country; be- 
cauſe it was for a long time in the Hands of 
the Engliſ ill recover d by the French : for 
the Town was belieg'd by King Edward Ill. 
of England, in 1347. when it held out 
11 Months, till the Governor, being re- 
duced to Extremity for want of Proviſions, 
offer'd to capitulate; which the King would 
not accept, till ſix of the chief Citizens 
brought the Keys to him bareheaded, and 
barefooted, with Ropes about their Necks, 
8 their Lives to his Diſcretion. 

he King, however, ſent them back with - 
out doing them any hurt, and peopled the 


Town with Engliſh, who kept Poſſeſſion of 
| It 
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it 211 Years; till it was taken by the 
Duke of Guiſe in 1558, during Queen 
Marys Reign, which broke her Heart. The 
| Spaniards took it in 1596, but reſtored it 
by the Treaty of Vervins. 

"C4 LA 7 F eis ſtrong by Nature, be- 
cauſe by their Sluices they can put all the 
Country round it under Water; and it be- 
ing the Frontier of France, towards Eng- 
land, no Art hath been ſpar'd to make 1t 
impregnable. Its Harbour is but ſhallow, 
although the French King hath carried out 
wooden Peer-heads Fas. half an Engliſh 
Mile into the Sea, to gain a Depth of Wa- 
ter, and built wooden Forts to ſecure it 
from the Approach of an Enemy. | 

THE Town is but ſmall, and conſiſts of 
eight Streets, that run from the Market- 
Place, as at Dundee in Scotland. Hows- 
ever, as this is the Thorough-fair of the 
Engliſh to France and Flanders, the Place 
is pretty populous, and the Inns very good. 
FROM Calais, in three Hours, in a ſan- 
dy flat Country, I arriv'd at Graveling in 
Flanders, but now called the Key of 
France. The French took it in 164.4, and 
the Spanzards retook it in 1652, with the 
— of 2000 Men. IT was taken from them 

y the Engliſh and French in 1658, and 
2 to the French by the Treaty of the: 


Pyrenees in 1659. | 
. Bis TAI S 
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THIS Town is ſituated near the Sea 
upon a River that runs through it, and 1s 
navigable for ſmall Veſlels ; but as Trade 
never flouriſhes in Garriſon 'lowns, its 
Commerce is entirely loſt, and Graſs grows 
in the Market-Place ; the Religious how- 
ever agree very well with Garriſons, for 
here are abundance of Cloiſters of Men and 
Women; and amongſt the reſt, a Nunnery 
of Engliſh Ladies, of the Order of 
St. Clare, who take in Penſionaries from 
England, to teach them Needle-work ; and 
thoſe who like not to be Nuns, return in 
three years to their Parents in England: 
This Nunnery was founded by Bene- 
factions from England, in the Year 
1620. 

FROM Graveling, in three Hours more, 
in the ſame ſandy Country, I arriv'd at 
Dunkirk, a tine Town, but by the blowing 
up of the Citadel, the K isbank, and its o- 
ther Fort ifications, purſuant to the Treaty 
of Utrecht, it ſeems, at a Diſtance, to be a 
heap of Rubbiſh ; but when you come into 
the City, the Streets are large, regular, 
and well paved: Here are five Squares 
planted with Trees, and the Houſes 
ſumptuous and noble ; but here are no Shops 
open in the great Streets, as at London; 
moſt of the Houſes having Porre-Cocheres, 
and Court-yards, for the Conveniency and 


the Uſe of their Families. 1 
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THE Town-Houſe is a very fine Build- 
ing, 4 la moderne, and over-againſt it, is 
the Church of the Feſazts, with its College, 
which is very noble : The Cathedral hath 
2 very high Steeple, from whence, in Time 
of War, they uſed to ſee with Perſpective- 
Glaſſes, the Engliſh Fleet in the Downs, 
and what Ships paſs'd through the Channel, 
and gave Signals to their Privateers ac- 
cordingly. 

IN this Church, there is a fine Picture of 
the Martyrdom of St. George, by Rubens, 
which is lock'd up in a Cafe, except upon 
Holy-Days. | 

HERE are abundance of Religious Or- 
ders, eſpecially two Nunneries of Eugliſb 
Ladies; the Auguſtins are called the Dames 
of Dunkirk, and live very ſplendidly ; the 
other, viz. the Benedictins, are very rich, 
but not aliowed the ſame Liberties, 

TH E King of France having agreed with 
the Queen of England, in the Year 1712, 
to demoliſh all the Forts and Fortifications 
about Dunkirk; General Hill, upon the 
I9th of July, took Poſſeſſion of the Town 
and Forts in the Name of the Queen, to ſee 
the ſaid Treaty executed ; but the French 
have cut a new Canal from Mardyke, which 
now almoſt ſurrounds the Town of Dun- 
kirk, by which Ships of the greateſt Bur- 
den may come up to it; and when they 

B 3 think 
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think fit to cut it further to the Eaſt, they 
will make the City of Dankzrk an Iſle. 
Ts City is govern'd after the Manner 
of Flanders, by a Burgomaſter, or Mayor, 
| Echevins, or Aldermen, and a Penſionary, 
or Recorder. It has it's Name from a Kirk, 
or Church, on the neighbouring Downs, ſo 
high, that in clear Weather, they had a 
Proſpect of Dover Cliffs. | | 
Our of Town, towards the Canal, are 
very pleaſant Walks for the Burghers, with 
a Fall-Mall, well planted with Trees. 
THis City, which has done ſo much 
hurt to the Eugliſh Trade, was taken from 
the Spaniards by the Engliſh and French 
on the 24th of June, 1658, put into the 
Hands of the Engliſb, and delivered 
by the French to Oliver Cromwell, then 
Protector of Eng/and; but render'd back to 
France, after King Charles the Second's 
Reſtoration, in the Year 1662, and, as the 
French (ay, for Five Millions of Livres. 
FROM Dunkirk I took the Road to 
Zyres, which is about ten Leagues, or, 
nag f Engliſh Miles from Dunkirk , all 
the Way I went, I thought my ſelf on the 


Road betwixt London and Windſor ; the 
Country being every where planted with 
Trees, with riſing Grounds, planted alſo at 
ſmall Diſtances, gives a moſt delicious 
Proſpe&, and the City lying low, as an 
a x ""Amphi- 


£ 
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Amphitheatre, ſurrounded with Water, and 
green Meadows, adds to the Beauty. 
TPREFis a very large ſtrong City, its 
Fortifications not inferior to any in Europe; 
its Market-Place is the largeſt I ever ſaw, 
and twice as large as that at Nottingham. 
THE Town-Houfe, which was built by 
the Engliſh, and was their Staple-Hall for 
Wool, which they carried thither to be ma- 
nufactur'd, is of Free-ſtone, 600 Foot in 
Front, and 1s fince adorn'd with the Sta- 
tues of the Dukes of Brabant, and Earls of 
Flanders ; there is alſo a fine Steeple, in 
which they keep the Archives of the 
Town; there is alſo a fine Fountain erected 
by Lewis XIV. of France, in the Market- 
Place or Square. 
THe Cathedral Church is a noble Go. 
thick Building, and its ſide-Altars all en⸗ 
compaſſed with Pillars of Braſs: The Choir, 
in which there are thirty-two Canons, is 
very noble, and the Painting through the 
whole ſurprizing; there are alſo ſix other 
large Pariſh Churches, wie h abundance of 
Monaſteries of all Orders; the Jeſuits 
have a fine College here, and have large 
Territories and Incomes nigh Dixmuyde. 
AMoNGSsT the many Nunneries, there 
is one founded by the late King Zames's (of 
England) Queen, for the Daughters of ſuch 
as follow'd her Husband's Fortunes to IJre- 
B 4 land, 
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land and Frauce, and is now governed by 
one Mrs. Mac-Clean, born at G/aſcow in 
Scotland. 

Tuts Town is famous for making of Lin- 
nen, which they ſend to Holland to be 
bleached, and from thence to Foreign 
Markets, where it is called Holland; they 
alſo had a great Trade in Cloth and 
Serges, till the Duke of Alva drove the 
Weavers into England, of which there was 


ſo great a Number, that they tell you, on a 


Capitation laid on in the Year 1242, there 
were two hundred thouſand in the City and 
Suburbs. 

T a1s City is alſo famous for having ſu- 
ſtain'd ſeveral remarkable Seiges. In 1577, 
it declar'd for the Country againſt the King 
of Spain. In 1648, the Prince of Conde 
took it for the King of France, and it was 
retaken the next Year by Arch-duke Leo- 
pold, Governor of the Low-Countries. In 
1658, it was taken by Mareſchal Tarenne, 


and render'd back to ain by the Treaty of 


the Pyrenees. In 1678, Lewis XIV. King 
of France, took it in Perſon, and added it 
to his Dominions. It was, by the Peace 

of Utrecht, yielded to the Emperor. 
TAE Country round Zpres, call'd the 
Chatellanie, which contains about 3o Vil- 
lages, depends upon the Government of the 
=: EP Town, 
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Town, and ſends their Deputies to the 
States of Flanders. 

I am now going by Water, down a cut 
Canal, ina Treck-Schuyt, drawn by Horſes, 
in my Way to Bruges, from whence you 
ſhall hear from me. 


LETTER 


_ — 
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BxuGEs, Io April. 1124. 


N deſcending the Canal from 
Tpres to Newport, I paſs'd b 
the little Town of Dixmuyde, fo 
famous for its Butter, but more 
for its Strength, the Importance of its Si- 
tuation, and for ſuſtaining ſeveral Sieges. 
It was taken by the Eng/ih in 1692, but 
retaken the ſame Year by the French. It 
afterwards fell to the Spaniards, and was 
yielded to the Emperor by the Treaty of 
Utrecht. 

IN three Hours more I arriv'd at Newport, 
a ſmall, but very ſtrong Town, for by their 
Sluices they can lay all the Country round 
under water. It is alſo a Sea-port with a very 
indifferent Harbour, becauſe no Ship can en- 
ter but with High- water; there is only one 
Pariſh Church in this Town, but abundance 
of Convents, amongſt which, one of Eu- 


gliſh 
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gliſh Carthuſians, who being drove from 
The Charter-Houſe at London, inthe Reign 
of Henry VIII. retired hither and built this 
Monaitery, where they ſhew'd me their ori- 
ginal Charter from Henry V. of England i in 
the Year 1415, for ſettling them at Sheen in 
Surry, now Richmond. 

I 84a w there the famous Father Howe, 
Preacher to James II. and the Prior is one 
Father Hunter, a Cumberland Gentleman. 
They have each a Cell and a little Garden, 
never * any other but at Church, and eat 
nothing but Fiſh. 

IN 1488, the Inhabitants acquir'd great 
Honour by repulſing the French in three 
Aſſaults, when they beſieged it with 18000 

Men. The Dutch, under Prince Mawrzce, 
inveſted this Town 4. D. 16co, and Arch- 
duke Albert coming to relieve i it, a Battle 
enſued, which was won by the Dutch, 
who were chiefly oblig'd to the Bravery of 
the Engliſh, under — Conduct of Sir 
Francis Vere. The Arch-duke, who was 
wounded, and very near taken, had 6co00 
Men kill d, and 600 taken, with 300 Colours. 
It afterwards fell into the Hands of the 
French, who, by the Treaty of Utrecht, 
yielded it to the States General. 

FROM Newport in two Hours I arriv'd 
at Offend, a mighty clean little Town; it 
conſiſts of a large ſquare Market- place, from 

whence 
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whence run eight handſome Streets, which 
make the Whole. On one fide of the Mar- 
ket-place is a very pretty T[own-houſe 
lately rebuilt, and on the other, the Court 
de Guarde for the Military. In ſhort, 
Oftend is Hanover Square, with the Streets 
that run from it, in Miniature, 
TH1s being the only Sea-port Town of 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, drives a great 
Trade to all Parts of the World, and is con- 
ſequently very populous. Its Harbour is 
large enough to contain 100 Sail of Ships 
but a Barr of Sand at the Mouth makes its 
Entry difficult, except at High-Water, This 
Town is ſtrongly fortified, and is famous for 
that Siege which the Durch maintained a- 
gainſt the Arch-duke Albert, and the Mar- 
quiſs de Spinola, which laſted from 160r, 
three Years, three Months, three Weeks, 
three Days, and three Hours, in which 
the beſt Writers compute, that there 
were kill'd on the Side of the Dutch 7ocoo 
Men, and on the Side of the Arch-duke 
80000, Hifſtorians' ſay, that during the 
firſt fix Months the Beſiegers fired 165500 
Cannon-ſhot,carryingBall that weigh'd above 
30 Pound Weight: and that in the whole 
Courſe of the Siege, it receiv'dabove Zoccoo 
Cannon-ſhot, oftentimes under Covert of 
heaps of dead Bodies, with which the Be- 


ſieged repair'd the Breaches ; and that _ 
all 
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all, this little Maſs of Ruins, which was onl 
a little Fiſher- Town, ſo meanly fortify'd, 
that Princeſs Iſabella is reported to have 
ſaid,ſhe wou'd not ſhift her Smock till it was 
taken, obtain'd Articles of a very honourable 
Capitulation. They did not ſurrender for 
want of Men or Providaii (the Harbour 
being open all the while, and Supplies con- 
ſtantly coming in) but purely for want of 
Ground, which the Enemy gain'd Foot by 
Foot, till the Beſieg d had not ſo much left, 
as wou'd hold Men enough to defend it. 
Prince Maurice attempted to relieve it ſe- 
veral Times, but in vain, the Spaniards 
being too ſtrongly intrench'd, and his Army 
too ſmall to force them; but when the Gar- 
riſon came to $/uys by virtue of the Capitu- 
lation, he receiv'd them with as much Ho- 
nour for their gallant Defence, as if they 
had come from a Conqueſt. Sir Francis 
Vere, our Countryman, was Governor of it 
for ſome time during the Siege; and *tis. 
recorded, that the Spaniards ſhot ſuch a 
number of Bullets againſt the Sand-Hill. 
Bulwark, where they ſtuck, that it became- 
a Wall of Iron, and daſh'd all the freſh Bul- 
lets that hit it to Pieces. | 
IN 1658,Cardinal Mazarinform'd a trea- 
cherous Deſign to ſurprize this Town, and 
wrote confidently to the Electors, who were 
met at Frankfort to chuſe an Emperor, that 
2: * 


14 A Journey through the 

it was actually done; but the Miſcarriage and 
Defeat of the French Troops in the At- 
_ tempt, very much expoſed his Reputation 
and Politics. The French, however, poſ- 
ſeſſed themſelves of it after the Death of 
King Charles II. of Spazn, but were oblig'd 
to ſurrender it after a ſhort Siege, from the 
20th of June, N. S. to the 6th of Judy, 
1706, to the Engliſh and Dutch, under the 
Dukes of Marlborough and Argyle, and 
the Dutch Generals Fagel and Auver- 
guerque, who carried on the Siege by Land, 
while Sir Stafford Fairbon bombarded it 
by Sea. By the Treaty of Utrecht, it was 
made a Part of the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
where the Emperor has ſince erected a Com- 
pany for trading to the Eaſt-Indzes. 

IT is the Misfortune of this Town, that 
they have no freſh Water, which their Brew- 
ers are obliged to bring from —_ by 
Water, and put in a Ciſtern, made for that 
Purpoſe, on the Key. 

ABOUT a Mile above Oftend is the Sas, 
which opens to the great Canal of Bruges, 
an artificial Work of twelve Miles in length, 
and is ſupply'd by Water from the Sea by 
Floodgates, which are opened when the Tide 
flows, and ſhut again when it ebbs; by 
which means a Body of Water is kept up 
enough to carry Ships of 300 Tuns up to 
Bruges; by which Canal | went in a Treck- 
Schuyt in three Hours thither, THis 


Auſtrian Netherlands. 15 


THis City of Brages was once the moſt 
flouriſhing City of Europe for Trade, and 
the firſt Bill of Exchange was drawn from 
hence; but Antwerp firſt began to take its 
Trade from it, and then Amſterdam; how- 
ever there are ſtill ſeveral Merchants of all 
= a Nations that reſide here, eſpecially 
Iriſh. 1 
TH1s City is very large, having 260 
Streets, ſix large Market- places or Squares, 
| ſeven Gates, and above 200 Bridges a-croſs 
their Canals, which they ſay gave it its 
Name. tl 

T HE great Market. place is very ſpacious 
and noble, at the end of which ſtands a fine 
Steeple, 533 Steps high, witha curious Chyme 
of Bells; and joining to it is a ſpacious Court, 
on one {ide of which is the Town - houſe, a 
venerable Edifice adorned with the Statues, 
in Niches, of all the Dukes of Brabant and 
Earls of Flanders, as big as the Life; and 
on the other ſide, a Palace, where the Gen- 
tlemen of the Country meet on their publick 
Affairs, and the other Quarter is the Cathe- 
dral, with the Biſhops Palace. 

THE Streets in general are ſpacious, and 
the Houſes very large a Lantique. They 
ſhew'd me 17 ancient Palaces, formerly the 
Reſidences of the Conſuls of the ſeveral Na- 
tions in Europe; there are alſo the Cloths» 
Hall, the Says-Hall, and Bays-Hall, ſpacious 


Rooms 


——_— 
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Rooms which belong to the Engliſh, and 
under the firſt runs a Canal, which brings 
Bilanders of burden, with their Goods, into 
the Hall. In fine, Bruges reſembles a beau- 
tiful old-faſhion'd Lady in Decay. 
THERE are ſeveral very fine Churches 
in Bruges: TheChurch of St. Donat, which 
is the Cathedral, is no great matter; but that 
of our Lady, or Noſtre Dame, is a fine 


Church, with a noble lofty Steeple, which 


with that from the Market-place, is a Guide 
for Mariners at Sea. 

In the Choir of this Church are two fine 
Tombs, which are caſed, except on State-days, 
the one of Charles the Hardy, Duke of Bur- 


Y 


gundy,who was kill'dat the Battle of Nantz, 


in the Year 1477; and the other, of his 
Daughter Mary, Heireſs of Burgundy; both 


of them of Braſs gilt, and enamell'd very 


fine. | 
TH E Treaſure of this Church is alſo 


very curious and rich, but cannot be ſhown 


to Strangers, except by two of the Nobility, 
and two of the Burghers, who keep the 
Keys: Amongſt other Curioſities, there are 
the rich Veſtments of Thomas of Becker, 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury in England, ſet 


with Diamonds and other precious Stones, 
and bought at the Reformation in Eng- 
land, by Maryof Burgundy, who preſented 


them to this Church. 
| <> THERE 
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THERE are ſeveral other very fine 
Churches: That of the Ze/aits, is a Model 
that wou'd even paſs for a Curioſity at 
Rome. In the Dominican Church, the 
Pulpit 15 reckoned an admirable Piece of 
Workmanſhip, the Wood that ſupports the 
Top being cut out as Ropes, and bending 
as ſuch, 1s very curious : There is a remark- 
able Picture in this Church of the Marriage 
of our Saviour with St. Katharine of Sien- 
na; the Virgin Mary joins their Hands, 
St. Dominick marries them, and old King 
David plays upon the Harp at their 
Wedding 

THE Cart buſiane have a very large 
Monaſtery here. Their Kitchen Garden, 
their Cells, and little Gardens, may be an 
Engliſh Mile in Circumference. I went 
to viſit them, and asked the Superior, if any 
of their Mouths were open, that is to ſay, 
had the Liberty of ſpeaking; he ſhew'd 
me a Cell, and defired me to ring a Bell 
there ; when I rung, the Father within 
asked what | wanted; I anſwer'd that a 
Stranger had the Curioſity to ſee a Cell: 
Curioſity, ſays he, never enters here, but if 
youll ring at a Cell in the corner, there is one 
may, perhaps, admit you; and when Irang 
there, a little old chearful Father let me in, 
and fatisfiedmyCurioſity, by ſhewing me his 
Room, his Oratory and Library, his little 


2 Car- 
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Garden and a Gallery to walk in when it 
rains, which was full of Birds; he told me, 
that every one of the Fathers, to divert them- 
ſelves, took to one Trade or other, that 
his was breeding up of Birds, and that all 
the Fathers Apartments were alike. 

THE Auguſtines have allo a very fine 
Church here. The Capuchins have a very 
largeMonaſtery,embelliſh'd withEver-greens; 
and in the Carmelite's Church, whicl is one 
of the fineſt in the City, is a fine Monument 
of Henry Jermyn, Lord Dover, and Peer of 
England , but the fineſt Monaſtery in this 
City, is the Dames, of the Order of St. Ber- 
ard. It conſiſts of two Cloyſters as large as 
thoſe at Hampron- Court, with large Gar- 
dens behind; the Abbot's Apartment is very 
magnificent, and thoſe of the Monks in the 
Cloyſters very neat; they keep a ſumptuous 
Table of every Thing that's in ſeaſon, and 
have Country Seats depending on the Abby, 


where they go a hunting, or to refreſh them- 


ſelves, and keep their own Coaches. 
OF the many Nunneries that are here, 
there are two Eugliſbh, one Auguſtines, who 
are all Engliſh Ladies of Quality, whoſe 
Superior is, at preſent, Lady Lucy Herbert, 
Siſter to the Duke of Pouis; a Lady of 


great Affability and Civility to the Exgliſb, 


be they of what Profeſſion they will; they 
entertain you at the Grate with Sweet- 
| meats 
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meats and Wine; and at Veſpers, I was ad- 
mitted into the Organ-Loft, where, through 
a little Window, I ſaw the whole Choir of 
Nuns, for the moſt part, beautiful young 
Ladies, and ſeveral Penſioners in a Lay 
JJ... 1 
Tn other Engliſßh Order, called the 
Pelicans, is of a ſtricter Order, and coarſer 
Dres. gs YL 
BESIDES theſe many Convents for 
Men and Women, there are alſo noble In- 
ſtitutions for Orphans and Baſtards ; par- 
ticularly one, call'd the School of Bogard, 
eſtabliſn'd in the Year 1411. and where 
there are no leſs than 150 or 2co 
Scholars, who are bred up in ſuch Studies, 
as ſuit beſt to their Genius; and there 
you ſee the Pictures of ſeveral Biſhops, Ab. 
bats, Civilians, and other dignified Perſons, 
who were bred up at that School. 
HE R E are alſo ſeveral Curioſities, worth 
a Strangers while, In the Hoſpital, are ſe- 
veral curious Pictures, belonging to the 
publick. In the Great Hall where the Nobi- 
lity of the Franc meet, are ſeveral very 
good Pictures, particularly the laſt Judge- 
ment by Backer,a Diſciple of Rubens. Theſe 
Nobility are the Gentlemen who are Propri- 
etors of the Diſtricts round Bruges, and are 
not ſubje& to the Magiſtrates of the City. 
They enjoy great Privileges, and ſend their 
* "LS. De- 
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puties to the Aſſemblies of the States of 
Flanders. 
Ix was in this City that Philip the 
Good, Duke of Burgundy, inſtituted the 
Order of the Golden Fleece, in the Month 
of January, 1430, the Day he conſum- 
mated his Marriage with 1/abe/, Daughter 
of John, King of Portugal He took the 
Virgin Mary and St. Andrew, for Pro- 
tectors of the Order; and created on that 
Day, 25 Knights, whom he cloath'd with a 
long ſcarlet Robe, which hath been ſince 
changed to ſcarlet Velvet; and added a 
Golden Fleece, hanging at a Collar of Go'd; 
he declar'd himſelf Chief of the Order; 
appointed a Chancellor, a Treaſurer, a 
King at Arms, and a Secretary. There 
were 22 Chapters of this Order held, till 
Philip II. King of Spain, held his laſt at 
Ghent, in the Year 1559; when Pope 
Gregory XIII. gave to him and his Suc- 
ceſſors, a Power to create Knights of the 
Order, where, or when he pleas'd, withour 
calling a Chapter. | 
| THE Inns here are very good, and moſt 
Nations have them of their Country; but 
thoſe of the Natives of the Country where 
you are in, are always the beſt. 

T 41s Town had the ſame Fate in the 
laſt War, as Ghent, whither I go to Morrow, 
2nd from thence to Antwerp, where I 


will write to you. 
LETTER 
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BRUSS ELS, 28 April, 1724. 


Þ 


RJ EMBARQU'D from Bruges 
al — 


the Day after I wrote you my 
Letter from thence, in a Treck- 
Co Schuyt, which is drawn by Hor- 
es, through an artificial Canal; ſets out 
every Morning, and drives to Ghent at 
Night, about 3o Miles Diſtance. 

THIS Treck-Schuyt, is a perfect Tavern, 
divided into ſeveral Apartments, with a 
very good Ordinary at Dinner, of ſix or 
ſeven Diſhes, and all Sorts of Wines at 
moderate Prices: In Winter, they have 
Fires in their Chimneys, and the Motion 
of the Veſſel is ſo little, that you are all 
the Way as in an Houſe. 

GHENT, which is a Biſhoprick un- 
der the Archbiſhop of Mechlin, is a very 
large City, and ſtrong, conſidering the Vaſt- 
neſs of its Circumference, which I beheve 
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2 2 A Journey through the 
may be fifteen Engliſh Miles ; though the 
Inhabitants call it ſeven Leagues. 

THERE are ſeveral large Market Pla- 
ces, or Squares; and the Streets are long 
and broad, with their Houſes well built. 
The Rivers Scheld, Lis, Lieve, and more 
which run through it, divide it into ſo ma- 
ny Canals, and form 26 little Iſles, over 
which, are 300 Bridges. 

THE Market-Place, call'd the Friday- 
Market, in the middle of which, is erected 
the Statue of Charles V. with his Imperial 
Robes and Scepter in his Hand; is larger 
than that of Covent-Garden at London. 
Tux Corn-Market, is alſo a large Square, 
where all the beſt Taverns and Coffee- 


| Houſes are. It's in this Square where all the 


Gentlemen meet about their Affairs, and it 
ſerves at Noon as an Exchange for Mer. 
chants, and a Parade for Officers. 
Tux Plain is alfo a ſpacious Square, 
fully planted with Trees, and ſurrounded 
with Palaces. | 
Tur Street, in which ſtands the Town- 
Houſe, is very large ; and the Town-Houſe 
itſelf, which conſiſts of a double Court, all 
built with Free-ſtone, is a magnificent 
Building; there hang in the Great Hall 
the Meaſures and Weights of every Thing 
that can be ſold at Ghent ; and amongſt the 
reſt, the Meaſure of a Man, in caſe his 
8 | Wife 
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Wife ſhould ſue for a Divorce. Pity our 
Author has not given us the Standard. 

Jo YNING to this Town-Houſe, is a 
Steeple call'd the Bellfroi, 300 Steps high; 
there is a fine Clock, and Chyme of Bells 
in it; and one Bell call'd Rouland, which 
is 11000 Pound Weight. 

THE Churches here, are very many, 
and very magnificent; that of St. Bavo, 
the Cathedral, is exactly the Cathedral of 
Canterbury, without any manner of Altera- 
tion; only this is better adorn'd within, 

and has a finer Steeple. 3 
HERE are abundance of fine Monu- 
ments, and fine Pictures in every Chappel ; 
but I cou'd not help obſerving fix Copper 
Candleſticks, or Standiſhes, gilt, higher 
than a Man, with the Arms of England 
upon them, in the Choir; which, upon 
_ enquiry, I found were part of the Spoils of 
the Cathedral of Canterbury at the Refor- 
mation. 

THE Pariſh Churches of St. James, 
St. Michael, St. Martin, our Lady, St. Sa- 
viour, and St. Nicholas, are all magnifi- 
cently adorn'd, and worth the Curioſity 
of a Stranger. Here are alfo almoſt innu- 
merable Convents, with each their Church 
and Chappel, tinely adorn'd : The Abby 
of St. Peter, or St. Peter's Hill, is the 
chief : It's Revenuesare reckon'd to be the 

C 4 beſt 
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beſt in the Lou-Countries; their Abbot 
hath a temporal Juriſdiction over a great 
part of the Town, and their Church was 
magnificently rebuilt in the Year 1718. 

The Abbey of Beatudiloo, is another no- 
ble Monaſtery, and very rich. The Je- 
ſuits have alſo a fine College, where they 
teach human Literature; and there is alſo 
an Engliſh Jeſuits College, where they 
teach Rebellion; the Carthauſians have a 
large Monaſtery here, as at Bruges; the 
Auguſtines, the Domanicans, the Recolets, 
and the Capuchins, have each their ſpacious 
Monaſteries; but the Church of the bare- 
footed Carmelites, fimiſh'd in 1712, is one 
of the chief Beauties of the City. 

THERE are alſo abundance of Nunne- 
ries, and amongſt others, one of Engliſh 
Benediftin Ladies; of which, a Daughter 
of the Duke of Norfolk, is Abbeſs. 

HERE is alſo a large Beguinage for young 
Women that do not take upon them the 
Vow of Chaſtity. It's above a Mile in cir- 
cumference, inclos'd : The Women here, 
who are generally about 50co, have each a 
neat little Cell, go out when they pleaſe, 
and imploy their time in weaving of Lace, 

and looking after the Sick. They are de- 
cently cloath'd in black, with Cambrick 
Head-dreſs, like other Nuns ; and, when- 
ever they marry, they leave the Houſe, 
0 THERE 
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THERE are ſeveral Gentlemen in this 
Town, that have fine Collections of Pictures; 
amongſt whom, one Mr. Hut ſon, an En- 
gliſhman. But I cannot omit a Statue in 

Braſs, of a Son cutting off the Father's 
Head with a Sabre, and the Father kneel- 
ing, which is on one of the Eridges nigh 
the Corn-Market. The Story is thus; The 
Father and Son were condemned for a 
Crime, in which it was judged, that one 
of them ſhould ſuffer, and the other be the 
Executioner ; the Son begg'd that he might 
be the Sufferer, becauſe he could not take 
away the Life of him that gave him Life ; 
the Father pray'd, that he might be the 
Sufferer, becauſe he could not kiil his only 
Son, and being aged, could hope for no 
more; whereas his Son ſurviving, would 
keep up the Family. At laſt, the Contro- 
verſy was decided by the Judges, who or- 
der'd the Son to be the Executioner ; but 
as he was ready to give the fatal Blow, the 
Blade broke in his Hand, which being 
lodk'd upon as a ſingular Providence, if not 
a Rebuke to the Barbarity of the Propoſal, 
they were both pardon'd. This happen'd 
Anno 1371. | 

TAE People of Ghent have always 
been zealous Aſſerters of their Liberties and 
Privileges, and under that Pretence, very 
often mutinous ; for we read in the Annals 
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of that City, that 6000 of the Inhabitants 
under the Command of Philip of Or. 
tavil, the Son of a Brewer, took u 

Arms againſt Lewis de Male, Earl of Flan- 
ders, their Sovereign, who was oblig'd to 
call for Succour from Charles the VIth 
King of France; who, at the Head of his 
Army, attack'd them in 1381, at Rouſe- 


bank near Courtray, and kill'd 40000 of 


them with their Chief, Oz tawzlle. 
CHARLES V. Emperor of Germa- 


ny, was born in this City, on the 24th of 
February, 15co, in the Palace which ſtill 


remains there, call'd, The Court of Princes; 
he granted them ſeveral new Privileges ; 
yet under pretext of ſome illegal Impoſie 
tions from the Spaniards, in the Year 1539, 
they revolted from him, and put them- 
ſelves under the Protection of Francis, the 
firſt King of France; but the Emperor no 


ſooner heard of it, than he came poſt from 


Spain through France, and chaſtiſed them 
with the utmoſt Rigour; for he hang'd up 
26 of the principal Burghers, baniſh'd a- 
bove 50, ſeiz'd all their Eſtates, Artillery 
and Arms, condemn'd them to a Fine of 
1.220,000 Crowns, and their Magiſtrates to 
walk in the publick Proceſſions with Ropes 
about their Necks. He alſo built a ftrong 
and large Citadel, to keep them in awe for 
the Future; which Citadel is ſtill kept in 

very 
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very good Repair, and was, all the laſt 
War, in the Hands of the Engliſb, who 
uſed to be quarter'd there, and with whom 
the Townſmen were often very mutinous, 
notwithſtanding the Governor and Garriſon 
of the City were Engliſy. The famous 
Duke of Lancaſter, too well known by 
the Name of John of Gaunt, was allo born 
in this City. | 

Ir was here that the famous Pacifica- 
tion, conſiſting of 25 Articles, was ſign'd 
on the 8th Day of November, 1576, for 
ſettling the I ranquillity of the ſeventeen 
Provinces, which was afterwards con- 
firm'd by Philip II. of pain. Twas taken 
by Lewes XIV. in ſix Days, Anno 1678, 
but reſtor'd by the Treaty of Nimeguen. 
*Twas poſſeſs'd by them again, after the 
Death of Charles II. of Spain; but aban- 
don'd after their Defeat at Ramellies, in 
1706, to the Confederates. They took it 
again by Surprize and Treachery, together 
with Bruges, in 1708; but they were both 
recover'd again by the Duke of Mar/bo- 
rough, towards the End of the Year, and 
are by the Treaty of Utrecht, annexed to 
the Auſtrian Netherlands. 

FRO M Ghent, over a Cauſeway 30 
Miles long, and ſtrait as an Arrow, broader 
than any Street, and well pav'd, I went 
by the Dilligence, din'd at Aloft, a pretty 

2 little 
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little Town, ſituated in a fine Country; 
their Pariſh Church is very noble, not in- 
ferior to any. Here are abundance of Con- 
vents, with the Beguinage. The preateſt 
Curioſity is the Tomb of Theory Martin, wo 
invented Printing, with a large Epitaph 
done by Eraſmus. 

'Twas taken by the Spaniards in 
1576, and by the Duke of Alen pon in 1582; 
after which, it was garriſon'd by the Eu- 
gliſb, but betray'd by the Governor to the 

Dake of Parma. The French took it in 
1667, whoſe King, Lewis XIV. pretended 
to this Town and Country in the Right of 
his Queen; but reſtor'd it by the Treaty of 
Nimeguen, after diſmantling it. He ſeiz d 
it again after the Death of King Charles Il. 
of Spain, but his Troops abandon'd it af- 
ter their Defeat at Ramellies in 1706, and 
it went with the reſt of the Spanih Ne- 
therlands by the Treaty of Utrecht, to the 
Houle of Auſtria. 

THE Country belonging to this Town, 
which conſiſts of 172 Villages, is one of 
the fertileſt in the Low - Countries, and is 
govern'd by a Bailiff, who is generally one 
of the chief Nobility of the Country. 

BRUSSELS makes a noble Ap- 
pearance, as you paſs from Aloft to it, being 
ſituated on the Brow of a Hill; and from 
below, you ſee the whole. No City in 
Europe 
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Europe makes a finer Figure at a Diſtance 
except Naples and Genoa; and like them 
when you are in the Town, it is all up 
Hill and down. It hath ſeven Gates, 
vz. that of the Louvain, to the Eaſt ; that 
of Namur, to the South; that of Ander- 
lecht, to the Weſt; that of Flanders, to 
the North; that of S$charebeeck, to the 
North-Eaſt; that of Milvoort, upon the 
Canal, which makes the Tower, or Hide- 
Park of Bruſſels, for the Ladies to take the 
Air; and that of Hall to the Weſt. Out 
of every one of theſe Gates, are large Su- 
burbs, where the Burghers have their Gar- 
dens for their Summer Recreation; the 
City is alſo wall'd round, but the Place is 
too large to hold out a long Siege; the 
Streets are very ſpacious, though ſteep, and 
the Houſes generally pretty high. There 
are ſeven Squares, or great Market-Places, 
which are very fine. 
THE great Market-Place, is one of the 
beautifulleſt Squares in the World : The 
Town-Houſe, where the Magiſtrates afſem- 
ble, takes up one quarter of the Square, and 
is a noble Pile of Building, with a Steeple 
upon it 364 Foot high; and in the Year 
1445, the City plac'd on the top of this 
Steeple, the Statue of St. Michael killing 
the Dragon, in Copper gilt, and 17 Foot 
high ; which ſerves for a „. 
n 
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In this Town-Houſe, is alſo the Apartment 
where the States of Brabant meet, and the 
fineſt adorn'd of any in Europe. There are 
three large Rooms, where you have the 
Hiſtory ot the Reſignation of Charles V. to 
his Son and Brother, in Tapeſtry, done to 
ſo great a Perfection, that no Painter comes 
up to it. fe 
IMU s confeſs, I took them for Paint- 
ing, till I felt them; they are in gilt Frames, 
and nothing at the Gobelins in Paris comes 
up to them. The other Rooms belonging to 
this noble Aſſembly, are alſo finely adorn'd 
with original Paintings; and indeed the 
whole is well worth the Curioſity of a 
Stranger. | | Sn 
RouN D the other three Parts of this 
large Market-Place, are the Halls of the 
different Trades, where the Deacons and 
Tradeſmen meet on the Affairs of their 


Companies; they have each a great Room 


for themſelves, and the reſt of the Houle 
ſerves for a Tavern ; theſe Halls are all of 
a Height, and the Fronts adorn'd with 
Sculpture and Gilding, with Latin Inſcrip- 
tions. The Herb-Market, is alſo a very 


noble Square; the Sablon, which is the 


Horſe-Market, and may be as large as 
Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, at London, is envi- 


ron'd with ſeveral very handſome Hotels, 


That of the Prince de la Tour and Taxis, con- 
| fiſting 
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fiſting of two ſpacious Courts, is a very 
noble Palace finely furniſned with original 
Paintings; as is alſo that of the English 
Earl of Ailesbury, which over looks the Sa- 
blon. The Marquis de Prie, the preſent 
Deputy- Governor of this Country, does not 
live in the Imperial Palace, but hath his 
Palace ad joining to this. | 
TR E Imperial Palace ſtands upon the 
top of the Hill, with a large Square before 
it, incircled with Pillars of Braſs, on 
which, are the Statues of ſeveral Emperors 
and Dukes of Brabant, in Braſs gilt, as big 
as the Life ; and behind the Palace, you 
deſcend by a Pair of hanging Stairs, to a 
Parterre, with Jette d' Eaux, and Ever- 
greens, behind which is a Park well ſtock'd 
with Deer, and planted with Trees like that 
of St. Zames's at London, for every Body 
to walk in. Here is a ſurpriſing Eccho, 
which makes twelve diſtinct Replies. 
You enter this Palace by a ſpacious 
Court ; on the left of which there 1s a great 
Hall, that leads you to the Imperial Chap- 
pel, adorned on the Outſide like that of 
Heury the VIIths at Weſtminſter; and fron- 
ting the Gate of this Court, you enter tlie 
Royal Apartments, which are very noble, 
but irregular, they having been built at ſe- 
veral times; and under them is a Terraſs, 
fronting the Parterre, on which are all the 
Statues 
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Statues of the Dukes and Duteheſſes of Bra. 
bant; and at the further End of the Park is 

a Pleaſure-houſe, built by the Emperor 
Charles V. call'd the Emperor's Palace. 

OPPOSI I E tothis Imperial Palace, on 
the other ſide of the Square, is the Armou- 
ry, worthy the Curioſity of a Stranger, 
where one ſees the Figures of ſeveral Em- 
perors and Dukes in Armour, on Horſeback, 
and on Foot, with curious antique Arms, 
after the Manner of the ſeveral Courts of 
Germany. 

JoiniNnG to this Armoury, are the 
Garden Walls of the Palace of Orange, 
which ftands alſo upon the Eminence, and 
overlooks the whole City; this Palace is 
very large and very regular, but conſiſts 
only of one ſquare Court. It was the an- 
tient Reſidence of the Princes of Orange 
when they came to Court, before the un- 
happy Confuſion made by the Duke of 
Ava; and was left by King William Ill. 
of England, to the King of Pruſſia, who 
keeps it in good Repair. Eg 

HE R E are alfo the Palaces of the 
Prince de Ligne, the Dukes of Aremberg, 
and Ar ſcot, the Princes of Epinoy, Bergs, 
Rubernpre and Egmont, where is a fine 
Labyrinth; but what I like beſt, are tlie 
Gardens of the Palace of the Dukes de 
Bournonville, from whence you not 1* 

. ee 
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ſee every Houſe in Bruſſels, but have an 
extenſive view into the Country, as far as 
Aloft one way, and Hall another, as open 
as the Proſpe from the Terraſs of Windſor. 
IN all theſe Palaces you have Col- 
lections of original Paintings, by the moſt 
famous Maſters, both of Italian and Flemiſh; 
there are alſo ſeveral private Gentlemen, 
who have curious Collections, which they 
ſhow willingly to Strangers, particularly 
the two Meſſieurs Fraulas, and Mr. Meers 
his Louvre, which is a Suite of four large 
Rooms, where Gentlemen in Neceſſity put 
up their Pictures, and borrow Money upon 
them without their Names being known ; 
and here one often meets with good Pen- 

nyworths. | 
THE Theatre for Operas, which joins 
this Louvre, was built by the Duke of Ba- 
varia, in the Year 1700, and is certainly 
the nobleſt and largeſt in the World; being 
built after the Italian Manner, with rows 
of Loges, or Cloſets, moſt of them with 
Chimneys in them, which the Nobility ge- 
nerally take by the Winter, for the conve- 
niency of their Families and Friends, and 
keep the Keys. That of the Prince de 
Ligne, is wainſcotted with Looking-glaſs, 
ſo that he can ſit in a Corner of his 
Loge, with half a Dozen Friends, and 

drink a Botrle, or eat Supper, which the 
often do by a warm Fire, and ſee the whole 
D Repre- 
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Repreſentation in the Looking: glaſs, with- 
out being ſeen by the Actors or the Com- 
pany. In this Square, call'd the Place 
de Monnoye, is allo the Mint where they 
coin Money. 

THe Fallegat, Dukes de St. Pierre 
had in their Family for 132Years, four fine 
Pictures of the Markets of Bruſſels, done 
by Rubens and Snyder, which coſt them, 
at firſt hand, goooo Florins, and were the 
Ornament of this City. The French King 
offer'd great Sums of Money for them, but 
they are now gone to England, and in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Right Honourable Robert 
Walpole, Eſq; Miniſter of State. 

EVEN Rome itſelf is not better pro- 
vided with Water than this City; there are 
twenty publick Fountains adorn'd with 

' Statues at the Corners of the moſt publick 
Streets ; that in the Herb-Market, is four 
beautiful young Women, that ſqueeze the 
Water out of their Breaſts, which ſpout 
Night and Day at a great Diſtance ; I muſt 
not omit Manuky-p:/5, which is the brazen 

Statue of a naked Boy, laughing and piſſing 
out of his Cock: They tell a merry Story 
of King Charles II. of England, to a Gen- 
tleman who came from Bruſſels; he ask'd 
him, by what Hand Manuky-pi/5 held his 
Cock ? The Gentleman ſaid, the Left; the 
King laid him a Wager it was the Right, 
and ſent him back again. | «4 

THE 
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THE Fountain, in the middle of the 
Town-Houſe, of Neptune and his Jritons 
ſpouting out Water, and the Horſe from 
; his Mouth and Noſtrils, is much eſteem'd. 
Tue Rzvage, is the lower part of the 
City, and cut out into Canals for the con- 
veniency of Shipping, which come from 
the Sea by a Canal that they cut from Wil. 
libriol, a Village on the Scheld, 15 Miles 
diſtant from Bruſſels; which Canal was 
finith'd in 1661, by the famous Architect 
George Rinaldi, and coſt them 1.800,c00 
Florins, by this Canal there are Treck- 
Schuyts, which go twice a Day betwixt 
Bruſſels and Antwerp ; it's the more ſur- 
priſing, that Bruſſels is 50 Foot higher than 
Hillibrook, and yet by their Sluices, they 
make the Water equal. 3 
THE Canals of the Rivage in Bruſſels, 
are after the manner of Holland, with broad 
ſtreight Keys, planted with J rees, where 
the Ladies take the Air in their Coaches, 
and go out of the Port of Villevort, joining 
to them, where is a fine Road with four 
Rows of Trees on each Side along the Ca- 
nal for ſeveral Miles; and from the Rivage, 
the Magiſtrates in 1667, erected a ſtately 
Pair of Stairs, which leads to the Walls, 
on which one may walk, under the Shade 
of [ tees, round the City. 


* TRE 
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THE Churches in this City are very 
magnificent; that of St. Gadule, which is 
the Cathedral, is the chief; it lies on the 
top of the Hill nigh the Gate of Lou- 
vain, and is environ'd with Baluſtrades of 
Iron ; and you aſcend to it from the brow 
of the Hill by ſtately Stairs, which were 


finiſh'd in the Year 1707. It's an old Go- 


thick Building on the Outſide, with two 
large Steeples on the Eaſt End, but finely 
adorn'd within: On the Pillars, in the 
Body of the Church, are the Statues of 


our Saviour, and ſix Apoſtles on one ſide; 


and of the Virgin Mary, and ſix more on 
the other, as big as the Life: The little 
Chappels, on each ſide, are finely adorn'd 


with Painting, and baluſtraded with Marble. 


In the Choir are ſeveral fine Monuments 
of illuſtrious Princes, as the Archduke AL 
bert, and his Wife Iſabel, Infanta of Spain; 
John II. Duke of Brabant, with his Wife 
Mary, Daughter to Eduard IV. King of 
England; but the fineſt, towards the great 
Altar, is that of Erneſt, Archduke of Au. 
ſtria, Governor of the Lou - Countries 
Round this Choir, on the outſide, are ſe- 
veral pretty little Chappels; but particularly, 

that on the left Hand of the Choir, Jedi. 
cated to three Hoſties, which, they ſay, 
were ſtabb'd by a Zew 400 Years ago, an 

| | e 
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bled : They are expoſed every Feſlival, in 
a Chalice richly ſet with Diamonds. 

I T wou'd be too long to give you the 

Hiſtory of the Stabbing : I will tel! only. 
teli you, that to eternize the Memory of 
it, there is a yearly Proceſſion on the Fun- 
day after the 13th of Zaly, when they car- 
ry theſe Hoſties, embelliſh'd with all man- 
ner of precious Stones, round the City ; at- 
tended by all the Clergy, ſecular and regu- 
lar, the Magiſtrates, the Courts of Juſtice, 
and even the Governor of the Country. 
The Chappel is built all of Marble, and the 
Altar of maſſy Silver. 
Tur R E are a great many other Churches 
worth the Curioſity of a Traveller, eſpe- 
cially that of our Lady upon the Sablon; 
the Veſaits, as they have every where, you 
may be ſure have a very fine Church here, 
to which yau aſcend by a ſtately Stair-caſe, 
built in 1716. All the other religious 
Orders have their Monaſteries and Chur- 
ches; and amongſt the many Nunneries 
there, are two Engliſh, the one of Domi- 
nican Ladies, founded by Cardinal Howard, 
in the Reign of King Charles II. of which, 
one of the Houſe of Norfolk is always Ab- 
beſs ; the other are Benedictines. 

TR e Beguinage here, is like a little 
Town, being ſurrounded by a Wall and 
a Ditch, and divided into pretty little 

D 3 Streets, 
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Streets, where every Buegine has her 
Apartments. I told you from Ghent, the 
Inſtitutions of theſe Maids; I will only add 
here, that theſe are govern'd by four Ma- 
trons of their own chuling, and a Con- 
feſſor, or Chaplain, appointed by the Biſhop 
of Antwerp. | 5 

THEIR Church is one of the hand- 
ſomeſt in Bruſſels. They are fond of the 
Number Seven, in many chief Things be- 
longing to this City; as ſeven publick 
Fountains; ſeven principal Streets, that 
enter in the great Market; ſeven ſtately 
Houſes in the Market, let out by the Senate 
for the Uſe of the Corporation; ſeven 
Pariſh Churches; ſeven noble Families, e- 
minent for their Antiquity and great Pri- 
vileges; ſeven Midwives licenſed and 
ſworn by the Senate, to viſit the Poor as 
weil as Rich, wien call'd; and ſeven 
publick Gates of Doric Work, remarkable 
for leading to ſo many Places of Pleaſure, 
or different Exerciſe, viz. one, to Fowling ; 
a ſecond, to Fiſhing ; a third, to Hunting; 
a fourth, to pleaſant Fields; a fifth, to Pa- 
ſture Grounds; a ſixth, to Springs and 
Vineyards; and a ſeventh, to Gardens. 

I m7$T not leave Bruſſels without 
mentioning alſo the Mount de Piete, eſta- 
bliſh d by the Archduke Albert and Iſabel 
his Wife for taking in Pledges for the 

Relief 
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Relief of the Poor. It's a vaſt Building, 
like a Monaſtery, and there are private 
Paſſages for going in, without being ſeen 
from the publick Streets. He put it under 
the Protection of the Archbiſhops of Mechlin, 
and Chancellors of Brabant, for ever, as 
Governors, who. put in a Superintendant, 
and other proper Officers to govern it : And 
it hath ſucceeded ſo well, that the Magi- 
ſtrates in all the great Cities of the Low- 
Countries have erected Mounts de Pete. 
Tus City is ſaid to have entertain'd at 
one time, ſeven crown'd Heads, beſides the 
Dukes of Savoy and Lorrain, with good 
Horſe belonging to their Retinues ; for 
the Inns, or Eating-houſes, of Bruſſels, are 
equal to any in the World; and a Stranger 
hath this Advantage, that he knows where 
to dine any time betwixt XII. and III. on 7 
or 8 Diſhes of Meat, for leſs than Twenty. 
pence Enghſh: Alſo the Wines are here 
very bas. and cheap; and for Six-pence 
Engliſb, by the Hour, you have a Coach 
that carries you where ever you pleaſe, 
IN 1489, 33000 People died here of the 
Plague; and in 1529, they were ſorely 
afliged with the Sweating-fickneſs. At 
one time they had 2000 and ſeveral hun- 
dred Houſes deſtroy d by Fire; and at ano- 
ther time, 1500 Weavers Shops. When 
the Netherlands revolted, this City was 
D 4 poſſeſs d 
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polleſs'd for ſome Time by the Confederates, 
but was reduced to Extremity, and forc'd to 
ſurrender to the Duke of Parma, in 1585; 
after which it fell under the Crown of 


Spain. It ſuffer'd much in 1695, when it 


was bombarded by the French under Ma- 
reſchal Villeroy; but the Houſes then de- 
woliſh'd, have been ſince rebuilt with more 
Splendor. It was abandon'd by the French 
after the Battle of Ramellies, and ſub- 
mitted to the Duke of Mar/borough , but in 
1708, the Elector of Bavaria, with 10000 
Men, having form'd a Correſpondence in 
the Town, attack'd it by Surprize, and 
had like to have carried it ; but the Go- 
vernor, M. Paſchal, Major General 
Murray, Gc. bravely repuls'd him; and 
the Duke of Marlborough, and Prince Eu- 
gene, at the ſame time having forc'd the 
French Lines and Intrenchments on the 
Banks of the Scheld, to come to its Re- 
lief, made the Elector raiſe tlie Siege with 
Precipitation. Tis now the Capital of 
what the Treaty of Vrrecht has made the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, 

A T the Gates of Bruſſels we ſee the 
fameus Wood of Sozgne, conſiſting of 
16525 Acres of Ground; out of which the 
Inhabitants furniſh themſelves with Firing, 
and are allow'd to cut a Quantity every 
Year, charging the Corner of the Foreſt 

F 1 1 my where 
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where they cut, and freſh Trees are planted; 
which, by this Means, will continue for 
the Benefit of the Poor for ever. In this 
Foreſt are three Priories of the Canons Re- 
gular of the Order of St. Auguſtine, who 
entertain Strangers very handſomely; there 
are alſo abundance of Abbeys round Bru/- 
fels, that of Euderleght, are all Gentle- 
men, who are Canons, and live in great 
Splendor : There's another at Afligem, 
where they are oblig'd to entertain poor 
Travellers when they call at their Abbey. 
My next ſhall be from Antwerp, which 
- concludes me, | 


Tour humble Servant, 
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ANTWERP, 14 May, 1724. 


QT SER OM Bruſſels, 1embarqu'd on 
the Canal of Villvord, in a 
Ez Treck-Schuyt, which carried me 


WI 


tmither in an Hour and half: 


Caſtle founded in 1375, in which the Duke 
of Alva impriſon'd thoſe whom he thought 
to be diſaffeted, and which was the antient 
Repoſitory of the Records of Brabant. It 
was in this Place that the famous Mr. Wil. 
liam Tindal, the firſt who tranſlated the 
New Teſtament into Engliſh, ſuſfer'd 
Martyrdom contrary to the Laws of Na- 
tions, being a Subjet of England. From 

hence I took Coach to Mechlin. | 
MECHLIN is a very large City, in 
the Heart of Brabant, having Antwerp, 
Fn Louvain, 


W 4 
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Louvain, and Bruſſels in a Triangle, at 
four Leagues Diſtance. Its Market- place 
is very ſpacious and noble, as is the Town- 
houſe adjoining; here reſide more of the 
Nobility than in any other City in the 
Lou - Countries, which is the Reaſon, that 
in every Street we meet with Palaces, 
Here is alſo kept the High Court of Juſtice, 
or Parliament, from whence there is no 
Appeal; and the Archbiſhop of this City 
is Frimate of all the Low Countries, and 
generally a Cardinal. Its Cathedral, call'd 
St. Rombaut, is a noble Gothic Building, 
and its Steeple, or Tower, the higheſt in 
the Country, from whence one hath an 
extenſive Proſpec on all Sides; and its 
Clock, upon the four Sides of the Tower, 
is 144 Foot in Circumference, each Figure 
above a Yard long; and yet, from the 
Market - place, ſeems to be but an ordi- 
nary Clock. There are many other Chur- 
ches worth the Curioſity of a Stranger, fine. 
ly embelliſh'd with Pictures; and ſeveral 
Gentlemen have private Collections, where 
Strangers are always welcome; particularly, 
the Baron Contich, who hath a good Col- 
lection of Rubens and Snyder; here are 
abundance of Convents, both for Men and 
Women, and the Beguinage, where they 
make the beſt Mechlin Lace, is very ſpa- 
cious, environ'd with a Wall like a little 

2 Town, 
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Town, and contains generally 1000 Mai- 
dens, whoſe Church is finely adorn'd. 

THE Patron of this City 1s St. Rom- 
laut, an Iriſhman, and Biſhop of Dublin; 
who, upon his return from Rome, happen'd 
to ſtop here, and was murder'd by two 
Aſſaſſins, in hopes of tinding Money about 
him, on the 24th of June, 775. His Re- 
liques are kept in a ſilver Coffin gilt, adorn'd 
with precious Stones, and carried round 
the City in Proceſſion — firſt Day of 
July, becauſe the Da is Murder is 
St. John the Baptiſ?'s Pe Day This City be- 
ing likewiſe abandon'd by the French, after 
the Battle of Ramellies, made its Sub- 
miſſion to the Duke of Marlborough. 

AFTER à Stranger has been in this 
City two or three Days, in which Time he 
can ſee all the Curioſities of the Place, he 
will haſten out of it; for here are no pub- 
lick Diverſions, and but one Coffee- houſe 
in the whole City, and but four tolerable 
Taverns, I therefore rook the Stage- 
Coach, which in three Hours, over ſuch a 
Cauſeway as between Bruſſels and Ghen?, 
carried me to Antwerp. 

ANTWERP is ſtill one of the 
nobleſt Cities in the World; and was once 
the Emporium for Trade on this fide of 
Europe; being ſituated on the Banks of the 


River Scheld, where Ships of the greateſt 
urden 
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Burden came up to her Keys, as upon the 
River Thames to London; but when the 
ſeven Provinces of Holland were declar'd 
free States, and the Navigation of the 
Scheld yielded to them by Jpazn, they 
built a Fort, call d Lillo, a League below 
this City, on the narroweſt Part of the 
River, to hinder all Shipping from coming 
up, except what pay'd Cuſtom to them ; 
and, as Fluſhing, 1n Zealand, is at the 
Mouth of the River Scheld, they took ef- 
fectual Care to make the Navigation that 
Way impracticable; ſo that Trade took 
wing from Antwerp, and flew to Amſter- 
dam, a Town then very inconſiderable, 
but now one of the moſt flouriſhing in 
Europe This drove the Merchants of 
Antwerp to turn their Heads to Banking, 
Jeweling, and Painting, which they 
have continued to this Day to the greateſt 
Perfection; for, at Antwerp, you may ne- 
gociate Bills of Exchange for any Sum to 
any Part of Europe; and, in the laſt War, 


two Brothers, of the Name of de Konning, 


pay'd, the one, the Army of France; and 
the other, that of the Confederates. _ 
THE ow is almoſt round, environ'd 
with a fine Wall, planted with Rows of 
Trees on each Side, with Walks between 
them, as in St. Zames's Park at London; 
and broad enough for two Coaches to go a 
| | breaſt, 
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breaſt ; and one cannot imagine a more de- 
licious Proſpect, than walking round theſe 
Walls; where, at every turn, you have 
freſh Objects of Burghs, Villages, and 
Country Seats; and the whole Country 
round finely planted with Trees. 
IN this City there are 22 Squares, or 
publick Places, 212 Streets, all ſtreight, 
broad, and the Houſes high ; and even 
the Antiquity of them adds to their Beau- 
ty, becauſe it confirms what the City was 
when firſt built. Moſt of them have 
Court-yards within, and Gardens behind: 
The chief Street 1s call'd the Mere, where 
all the beſt Taverns and Coffee-hou es 
are, and is the ordinary Reſort of the No- 
bility and Gentry. The Coffee-houſes here 
are indeed finer than thoſe of any City I 
ever was in. 5 
TAI S Street is as broad as the High 
Street of Edinburgb, and as well pav'd: 
Six Coaches may go a breaſt in it, and the 
Houſes generally of Free- ſtone. At the 
Head of the Street is a fine Crucifix of 
Braſs, 33 Foot high, on a Pedeſtal of 
Marble, which was erected in the Year 
1635. 5 
Jof NIN G to this Mere is the Ex- 
change for Merchants, the firſt that was 
built in Europe, and from whence Sir 
Thomas Greſham took his Model of that 
at 
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at London, as did alſo thoſe at Amſterdam. 
It hath four ſpacious Gates, oppoſite one to 
another, which are always open, and the 
Walks on each Side are ſupported by 43 
Pillars of blue Marble all engrav'd, but 
not two of them alike. The length of 
this Exchange is 180 Foot, and the breadth 
140. Underneath, are Vaults and Maga- 
zines for Merchants Goods; and above, an 
Academy for Painting, Sculpture, Archi- 
tecture, and Mathematicks. This Exchange 
coſt the City in building 300, co Crowns. 

THE great Market- place, where ſtands 
the Town-houſe, is very ſpacious, and it's 
the Scene of all publick Executions. I ſaw 
a Fellow hang'd here, who had been ba- 
niſh'd the Ciry, and went and dwelt on the 
other Side of the Scheld, in the County of 
Flanders, not a, Mile from the City, 
where he might have liv'd peaceably all 
his Life; but coming over on Chriſimas- 
Day. to receive his Father's and Mother's 
Bleſſing, he was diſcover'd and hang d. 

THE Town-houſe is a very large Build- 
ing of Free- ſtone: It conſiſts of four Courts, 
with a fine Frontiſpiece, adorn'd with ſe- 
veral Statues, with a ſmall Cupulo, and 
an Eagle on the top. In 1713, the Magi- 
ſtrates pull'd down 29 Houſes joining to 
the Market-place, to give the fairer View 
to this fine Building. 1 

THE 


48 A Tourney through the 

THE Houſe of the Hans Towns, call'd 
Eafterlings, built when this City was in 
its flouriſhing Condition, in the Year 1568, 
for the Convenience of Merchants coming 
from the Baltick Sea, is a ſquare Stone 
Building, of 230 Foot, with Magazines on 
top for dry Goods, and Cellars beiow for 
wet; and, in the middle Story, which has 
a Gallery quite round the Square, are 300 
lodging Rooms for Merchants ; but, alas ! 
now it is turn'd into a Horſe-Barrack; the 
Cellars ſerve for Stables, the lodging 
Rooms for Troopers, and the Rooms above, 
for Magazines of Hay. | 

THERE are ſeven Gates in Antwerp, 
from each of which is a long Street that 
terminates at the Cathedral, about the Cen- 
ter of the City. 

ON the top of the Gate leading to the 
Key, is the Statue of a Giant, with a Gaunt- 
let in his Hand, in a throwing Poſture ; 
which, they ſay, is the Origin of the 
Name of this City; for that a Giant, nam'd 
 Antigon, liv'd here, and cut off the Hands 
of every Stranger that came in his way, 
and threw them into the River; Werp, be- 
ing in Enghſh, throwing, and Ant, 
Hand. This Gate, as well as many of the 
others, was deſign'd by that famous Painter 
and Architect, Sir Peter-Paul Rubens, 
who was born here, and interr'd in the 
Church of St. James. ; TAE 
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THE Markets are here at their proper 
Diſtances; every one having their particu- 
lar Square or Market-place, The Fiſn- 
Market by the River ſide, is very ſpacious, 
but the moſt curious, is the Fridays Mar- 
ket, where every Friday, all Sorts of 
Houthold Goods, Pictures and Jewels are 
ſold by Auction; and here are often very 
great Pennyworths. I've ſeen Pictures fold 
here for a Crown a Piece, the Frames of 
which coſt double the Money ; the Reaſon 
of this is, that when a Man dies, who has 
a Family of Children, the Pictures are all 
ſent to the Friday's Market, and the 
Produce divided amongſt the Children 
equally. 3463 ub 

No City in the Netherlands has ſo ma- 
ny and ſo fine Churches as this. The Ca- 
thedral is a moſt noble Pile, being more 
than 500 Foot long, 230 broad, and 360 
high. Its Steeple is the fineſt in the World. 

The Emperor Charles V. when he made 
his Entry into Antwerp, ſaid, it ought to 
be put in a Caſe, and ſhow'd it oncea Year 
for a Rarity, It is 466 Foot high, the 
Croſs on top 15,the Diameter of the Clock 
30 Foot, and the Circumference go. It 
contains 33 great Bells, and two Chymes. 
It's a curious Piece of Workmanſhip, and 
arch'd on top like an Imperial Crown. 


E TRE 
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THe Altars in this great Church are 
finely adorn'd with Painting, ſome of them 
by Sir Peter-Paul Rubens. The Picture 
of taking down our Saviour from the Croſs, 
the Figures of which are all as big as the 
Life, is call'd a Maſter-piece. There 
are alſo ſome fine Pieces of Quintin Maj 
ſeys, who was a Blackſmith by Trade, and 
falling in Love with a Painter's Daughter, 
asked her in Marriage ; but the Painter told 
him he would never give her in Marriage, 
except to a Painter ; upon which the Black- 
ſmith went into {raly, put himſelf to the 
Lombardy School, and in few Years, re- 
turn'd a greater Maſter than his Miſtreſs's 
Father, and ſo had her: He is interr'd at 
the Entry of this Cathedral, where his 
Effigies is ſet up with this Inſcription. 


Connubialis Amor de Mulcibre fecit 
Apellem. | 


IT was in this Cathedral, that 51 
lip IT. King of Spain, after the Demiſſion 
of his Father the Emperor, held a Chapter 
of the Golden Fleece, on the 21ſt of Zanu- 
ary 1555, in which were created Knights 
of this Order, Henry VIII. of England; 
Francis I. King of France; Ferdinand, 
King of the Romans; Chriſtian King of 

Denmark, 
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Denmark ;, Maximilian, King of Bohemia; 
S$:gi/mond, King of Poland; and John, King 
of Portugal; whole Banners are till hang- 
ing in the Choir of this Church. 

St. Johns Church, near the Mere, is 
alſo very noble, and thoſe of the Augu- 
ines and Dominicans ; but what is rec- 
koned one of the fineſt in Europe, is the 
Jeſuits Church, all the inſide of white 
Marble, and its Galleries ſupported by 
Pillars of the ſame. The great Altar is of 
Marble, intermix'd with Jaſper, Porphry, 
and Gold; and on the Ceiling are 38 Pi- 
ctures from the Hiſtory of the New Teſla- 
ment, done by Rubens. 

TAE Chappel of the Virgin, joining to 
it, is yet more magnificent; the Picture 
of the Aſſumption ef the Virgin on the 

reat Altar, Rubens call'd his favourite 
Piece, and round it are ſix Statues of Ala- 
baſter, repreſenting the Founders of this 

Chappel. | 
IIS Church was very much damni- 
. fy'd ſame Years ago, and the Galleries of 
Marble beat down by Thunder and 
Lightning, but now 'tis pretty well re- 
pair'd, and much ligter by the want ofthe 
Galleries. The College alſo with its Li- 
brary are well worth the Curiolity of a 


Stranger. | 
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52 A Journey through the 


NE AR the Ravparts on the Banks of 
the River Scheld, ſtands that noble and 
rich Abby of St. Michael, where all So- 
vereign Frinces take their Lodgings when 
they paſs this way; and Cardinal Bout 
lon, made it the Place of his Reſidence 
during the laſt War. The Apartments 
are tru:y Royal, and the Refectory, or 
Hall, where the Monks eat, as large and 
as well painted as St. George's Hall at 
Windſor. | 

THE Monks are of the Order of St. Nor- 
bertns, Archbithop of Magdeburg in Ger- 
many, who came to Antwerp in the Year 
1124, and cftabliſh'd this Order. His 
pretended Miracles are painted round the 
Church. 

IN this City are abundance of Painters, 
and ſome of them pretty good; but all of 
them great Copiers after Nature, and crowd 
our Auctions at London with Copies for 
Originals, 

HERE are abundance: of Nunneries; 
amongſt others, an Engliſh one, of the 
Order of St, Tereza; they never wear 
Linnen, nor eat Fleſh, and he upon Straw. 
The preſent Prioreſs, Mrs. Bond, a Grand- 
daughter of my Lord Jermin, is very 
courteous to her Countrymen, tho'ſhe never 
ſhows her Face. The Grates are ſo diſmal, 
that it looks like a Priſon. 


T u E 


mo 
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THE Citadel of Antwerp, which was 
built by the Duke of Alva to keep this 
City in awe, is one of the ſtrongeſt, and 

ft regular in the World, and hath ſerv'd 
for a Model to all thoſe that have been 
built ſince. It's of a Pentagon Figure, hav- 
ing five Baſtions, that defend one another, 
with double Ditches large and deep, and 
but one Gate to go in and out. Its Cir- 
cumference is about 2500 Paces. 

I x was in this Citadel that the Duke 
Alva erected that famous Statue, which 
made ſo much confuſion in the City with 
this Inſcription. 


To the Honour of Ferdinand Alvarez de 
Toledo, Duke of Alva, and Governor 
of the Low-Countries, for having ap- 
peas'd Sedition, chaſed away Rebel. 
lion, re-eftabliſÞ'd Religion, and aſ- 

ſured the Peace of theſe Provinces. 


But the Mob got together on a Holy-day, 
forc'd their way by Surprize into the Cita- 
del, and tore it in a thouſand Pieces, as they 
3 himſelf, if he had been there in Per- 
on. 

THrs City having join'd with the other 
Netherland Towns, in the Revolt againſt 
Spain, had like to have been ſurpriz d by 
the Duke of _— Brother to Henry * 

| E 3 of 
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of France, and Governor of tlie Net her- 
lande; who, by miſcarrying in his Deſign, 
loſt the Government, and broke his Heart. 
The Prince of Parma, who was Governor 
of the Netherlands for the King of Sparn, 
took it in 1585, after a Twelve-month's 
Siege, one of the moſt remarkable that ever 
was heard of; for he con'd never have taken 
it, had it not been for the ſtupendious 
Bridge which he had laid over the Scheld 
to carry on the Attacks. After this, the 
Prince of Parma re-eitabliſnd the Papiſts 
here, whom the Inhabitants had but lately 
baniſh'd, and reſtor'd the City tothe Crown 
of Spain. It was ſeiz'd by the French after 
the Death of King Charles II. of Spain; but 
tho' provided with a ſtrong Garriſon, ſur- 
render'd, after ſome'Hefitation, to the Duke 
of Marlborough, about a Month after his 
glorious Victory at Ramellies. When Ghent 
and Bruges were betray'd to the French, 
in 1708, they alſo attempted this City, but 
were diſappointed. My next you may ex- 
peat from Louvain, where I thall continue 
tobe 
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 Lovvain, 2 June, 1124. 


FROM Antuerp, over a Caule- 
Wy Paz way nine Miles long, with two 
Sy RE rows of Trees on each Side, I 


3 Cathedral, and the Cn Mo- 
naſtery of Carthuſians in the Netherlands. 
The Circumference of the Walls that in. 
cloſe the Cells and Kitchen- Garden, is a full 
Engliſh Mile, and the Monks here have a 
larger Privilege granted them by the Pope 
than the other Monaſteries of that Order; 
for they are allo v'd to dine together every 
Wedneſday in the Refectory; and although 
they eat nothing but Fiſh, have each a 
Bottle of Wine at Dinner, and are allow'd 
ſix Weeks in Summer to go abroad in 


Coaches to take the Air, and to ſtay from 
E 4 ſeven 
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ſeven o' the Clock in the Morning, till five 
at Night. 

TAE Monaſtery is very large, and the 
Cloiſters leading to the Cells are pav'd 
with red and white Marble. 

THE Prior, Mr. Schonendonekt, is a 
Native of Bruſſels, and a very polite Gen- 
tleman ; he carried me into the Kitchen, 
where they had ſix Cooks at work, ſcal- 
loping of Oyſters, and dreſling ſeveral other 
Diſhes of Fiſh ; from thence into his own 
Apartment, conſiſting of three Rooms, neat- 
ly adorn'd with Pictures, and a pretty little 
Library; he invited me to ſup with him at 
another Apartment he hath out of the Mo- 
naſtery, joining to the Outer-gate, where 
Ladies may come; for no Woman is allow'd 
to enter the Monaſtery of Carrhuſrans : 
When I came, I found two fine Ladies with 
their Husbands, and we were very merry 
till late at Night; he carried me alfo to the 
Veſpers in their Chappel, and plac'd me 
by a Father who had the Liberty of Speech, 
and explain'd the whole Service to me. 

HERE is alſo a Nunnery of Engliſh 
Ladies, of the Order of the bare-footed 
Carmelites. 83 

THE chief Trade of this Town, 1s a 
white Beer, call'd Caveſſe, which is very 
much eſteem'd all over the Netherlands ; 
and Lace, eſtcem'd equal with that of 
Mechlin. © THr1s 


Auſtrian Netherlands. 57 


TAISs Town chang'd Maſters ſeveral 
times, dur.ng the Civil Wars of the Ne- 
therlands, and was abandon'd by the 
French, three Days after their Signal De- 
feat at Ramellies. | 

Fro M Lire, in two Hours, I arriv'd at 
Louvain, the famous Univerſity of this 
Country: It's alſo the Capital City of Bra- 
bant, and hath the firſt Seat in the Aſſem- 
| bly of the States, although the Courts have 

been ſometimes remov'd to Bruſſels. Its 
Circumference within the Walls, 1s good 
twelve Engliſh Miles, and contains fixt 

Colleges. You muſt not imagine theſs 
Colleges to be ſo ſumptuous as thoſe of 
Oxford and Cambridge, but rather like 
great Inns : However, ſome of them are 
magnificent, conſiſting of two Courts each; 
and the Hall, where the Exerciſes are made, 
is a great ſquare Building of Free-ſtone, and 
a large Ornament to the City. In this 
Fall are three ſpacious Rooms, where 
Lectures are read every Morning in Divi- 
nity, Civil Law, and Phyſick, to which the 
Scholars in every College may reſort. 
The Hollanders have here a College for 
their Roman Catholicks; and the Eugliſh, 
one of Auguſtine Monks; and the Iriſh one 


of Dominicans, and another of Recolets. 
Theſe laſt have gain'd a great Reputation 
N | 5TH 
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in ſuſtaining Thefes in Defence of Atha- 
naſius againſt Arins, Here is allo the 
fineſt Convent for Engliſh Ladies in all 
the Lom Countries, and "tis richly en- 
dow'd. 
THE Town-houſe, where the Magi- 
ſtrates aſſemble, is a venerable old Pile, a- 
dorn'd with Statues on the Out-ſide ; and 
fince the Year 1740, much embelliſh'd 
within. The Magiſtrates meet here twice 
a Week, and are more numerous than in 
the other Towns in the Lou Countries; 
for they have two Burgomaſters, ſeven A]- 
dermen, two Recorders, {ix Secretaries, and 
four Treaſurers, ſupported by a Council of 
— Twenty-one; of which, eleven are — 
Gentlemen, and the other ten, Deacons of 
the Trades. JTheſe laſt chuſe the firſt 
Burgomaſter, the Gentlemen the ſecand, 
and the Emperor the Aldermen. The E- 
legion is made every Lear on St. Johns 
Day, and there is as much intriguing 
about it, as in making Sheriffs of London. 
Talis City was, before the Duke of 
Alta's Perſecution, famous for the Weaving 
Trade; inſomuch, that they tell you there 
were 4000 Weaving-houſes, and 150, co 
| Weavers; and that a Bell rung every 
Night when they came from work, to - 4 
vertiſe the Women to take the Children out 


of the Streets, that they might not be 
* over. run 


f 
: 
* 
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over- run; but now their whole Trade is 
making of Beer, which is carried all over 


the Country. 


I WEN x into one of the Beer - Houſes, 


where the Burgomaſters and chief Inhabi- 


tants meet every Night in a great Room: 
here you ſit, from Four to Eight, for Groats 
a piece, and drink as much or as little as 
you pleaſe ; ſome fmoak Tobacco, others 
play at Cards; but there is ſuch an eternal 
Clack round the Room on divers Subjects, 
that one can hardly underſtand what ano- 
ther ſays; and there are ſeldom leſs than 
ſixty in the Room, and very often ſome 
of them go home drunk for their Groat. 
Here are but two Coffee-houſes in the 
whole City, and but one Tavern, which is 
the Cellar of the Great Church, and though 
you have Wine at the Inns where you 


eat, tis but poor Stuff, - 


T HE Churches here are very ſtately, 
of whom the Collegiate Church of St. Peter 
is one of the moſt magnificent in the 
Country. This Church is govern'd by a 


Provoſt, a Dean, a Chanter, eighteen Ho- 
norary Prebends, and ten Canons, who muſt 
be all Profeſſors of different Sciences in the 
Univerſity. | 

Tat Chappelsin this Church are finely 
adorn'd with Painting and Sculpture. 


THE 
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THE 7e/arts Church, which was built 
in 1666, would pals for a Beauty even at 
Rome, Their Pulpit of Oak 1s the fineſt 
Piece of that kind in the World. The Foun- 
dation is the Fall of Man by Adam and Eve; 
and the Cover is the Redemption of Man 
by the Virgins treading on the Serpent's 
Head. The French alſo abandon'd this 
City the very Day after the Battle of Ra- 
mellies, and the Duke of Marlborough took 
poſſeſſion of it the next Day after. My 
next ſhall be from Liege, and I am 


Tours. 
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* 


LIE E, July 1, 1724. 


SIE EFORE I left Louvain, I 
. made an Excurſion into the 
E Toe Country, to ſee the two famous 
Abbeys of Tangerlo and Ever- 
bode, of the Order of Northbertus, and 
founded from the original Abbey of St Mi- 
chael at Antwerp. That of Tongerlo is 
more like a Town than an Abbey, conſiſt- 
ing of four great Squares, with a large 
Garden and a Park, and contains ſeldom 
leſs than 300 Monks. 

THAT of Everbode, is as big, and will 
be finer, becauſe their beautiful Church 
was rebuilt in 16 73, and their whole Abbey 
is now rebuilding. 

On my return to Louvain, the Gref- 
Fer, or Town-clerk of the City, had drawn 
out for me an Extract of the ſeveral Coun- 
cils that were remov'd from hence to Bru/- 


ſels. 


THE 


Pn © — - — 
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THE Council of State, where the Go- 

vernor-General of the Country preſides, is 
compoſed of the Archbiſhop of Mechlia for 
the time being, Primate of the Lou- Coun- 
tries, the Chief Preſident, the Treaſurer- 
General, the Chancellor of Brabant, the 
Preſident of the Great Council, the Secre- 
tary of State, and ſuch other Lords as the 
Emperor pleafes to join to them : They fit 
now at the Palace in Bruſſels, and have 
the chief Adminiſtration in the Abſence of 
the Prince. 
Ar TER the Council of State, there is 
the Privy Council, which conſiſts of a chief 
Preſident, and fix Counſellors, two of whom 
are Eccleſiaſticks, and four Lay icks, choſe 
by the Prince out of the Councils of Brabant 
and Flanders. | 

THe next 1s the Council of Finances, 
or the Treaſury, which ſuperintends all 
the Revenues of the Country: The Trea- 
ſurer-General preſides, and he hath four 
Aſſiſtants, two Secretaries, and a Solli- 
Citor. | 

NEXT to this is the Chamber of Ac- 
counts, which 1s a kind of Comptrol upon 
the other, before whom all the Receivers 
and ColleQors are to paſs their Accounts 
before they are carried to the Treaſury ; 
This conſiſts of a Preſident, four Auditors, 
and two Secretaries. 


T HR 
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T HE next Court is the Feodale, where 
all Mortgages, Sales of Lands and Houſes 
are regiſter d. = 

THEN there is the Court of Forefts, 
_ which judges in all Caufes relating to plant- 
ing and felling of Timber : The great Fo. 
reſter of Brabant is always Preſident of 
this Council, he hath ſeven Aſſiſtants or 
Judges, and a Secretary, who fit ever 
Friday in the Wood-market of Bruſſels. 
TE Council for preſerving the Game 
and Fiſhing, have the Great Huntſman of 
Brabant for their Preſident, with ſeven 
Aſſiſtants or Judges, and a Secretary. 

THE Council for the. Highways con- 
ſiſts of ſix Merchants, ſix Country Gentle- 
men, and a Secretary. They take care of 
the mending and improving of all Roads, 
Rivers and Canals, 

TAE Military Court, where the Audi- 
tor-General always preſides, with the chief 
Officers of the Army for his Aſſiſtants, and 
a Secretary, determine all Cauſes between 
the Military and the Burghers; and no 
Soldier can be arreſted on any pretext, till 
he is firſt heard at this Court. 

FROM Louvain, over a fine Cauſeway 
like that between Ghent and Bruſſels, and 
as long too, I went in one Day by the Di- 
ligence to Liege. Theſe Coaches are much 
more commodious than your flying Coaches 

in 
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in England, and are eaſier hung; they have 
eight Chairs, neither of which touch one 
another, for the Paſſengers to ſit in, and 
each Chair has a Saſh-window to put up 
and take the Air, or ſhut, as the Pailenger 
pleaſes; and your Faces are all towards 
the Horſes, nobody riding with their Faces 
backwards; they change Horſes every 
twelve Miles, and go ſometimes 90 or 100 
Miles a Day. 

AT my approach to Liege I was ſur- 
priz'd at the largeneſs of the City, and the 
beautifulneſs of its Scituation upon the 
River Mae ſe, navigable even to this City, 
although 100 Miles by Water from the 
Sea; but my Surprize was at an end, 
when [ was told it was divided into 32 Pa- 
riſhes, beſides the almoſt innumerable Con- 
vents of Men and Women that are ſcatter'd 


up and down the City. 


THE Cathedral of St. Lambert ſtrikes 


your view with aſtoniſhment, yet 1s a hea- 


vy clumſie Building ; 'tis the Chapter of 
this Cathedral, that chuſes the Biſhop and 
Prince upon a Vacancy, and are all Noble. 
men; they are call'd the great Provoſt and 
Archdeacon of the City, the Great Dean 
and Chief of the Chapter ; the Biſhop-Suf- 
fragan, the Great Vicar, the Archdeacon of 
Hasbaie, the Archdeacon of Compeigne, 
the Archdeacon of Brabant, the Arch- 

deacon 
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deacon of Condros, the Archdeacon of 
Anden, the Archdeacon of Famenne, the 
Archdeacon of Hainault, the Chanter, the 
Eſcolater, the Treaſurer, the Prince's Chan- 
cellor, the Prince's Official, the Official of 
the Chapter, fourteen Superiors of the Col- 
legiate Churches in the City and adjacent 
Countries, and four ſecular Abbots. 

TE Y mult prove themſelves noble for 
four Generations by Father and Mother, 
before they can be admitted Canons of this 
Church; there has been ſeven Sons of 
Kings, thirteen Sons of Dukes, twenty- 
two Sons of Counts, Canons at one time. 

I HAPPENED to be at Liege when 

the Election of a Biſhop and Prince came 
on; never was a greater ſtir at the Election 
of Members of Parliament at London, than 
| wasthen there. There were three Candi- 
dates, the Elector of Cologne, the Cardinal 
of Saxe-Leitz, and the Count de Bergh, 
a Native of Bruſſels. The City was ſo full, 
that Beds were let at half a Guinea a Night; 
and Provifions and Wine, which at other 
times are very cheap, were exceſſive dear. 
But the Count de Bergh was unanimouſly 
choſe, to the great Joy of the Inhabitants, 
who are very national, and were drunk and 
mad, for above a Week, 

LIEGE isone of the largeſt and moſt 
eminent Cities in Europe, whether we 
F con- 
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conſider its Antiquity, or the Magnificence 
of its publick Buildings, and the vaſt num- 
ber of Churches: it is ſituated in a Valley 
environ'd by .high Mountains, ſeparated 
from each other by pleaſant Dales, which 
are water'd by three little Rivers. 
THarsCityis call'd the Hell of Women, 
becauſe they drag Boats, carry Burthens, 


and work harder here than any where elſe: 


The Purgatory of Men, becauſe Wives 
generally wear the Breeches ; and the Pa- 
radiſe of Prieſts, becauſe the whole Coun- 
try almoſt belongs to the Clergy. 
 LIEGE. is divided into three Parts, 
vg. the City, which is the Jargeſt, the 
Iſland, and the Outre Meuſe. Here are ſixteen 
Gates, ſeventeen Bridges, ſome of them ve- 
ry handſome, and 154 Streets, which are 
broad and ſtreight. he Houſes are high, 
and built of a bluiſh Marble. Here are 
alſo two very fine Keys, planted with ſeve- 
ral rows of Trees for the Burghers to take 
the Air. 

THe Palace of the Prince of Liege con- 
ſiſts of two large Squares, with Piazzas a- 
bove, which are very glorious Apartments. 
There is a very fine Fountain in the ſecond 
Square, which repreſents the ſpread Eagle 
with the Imperial Crown; and another in 
the Garden, which is ſuitable to the Palace 


it belongs to. 
| TRE 
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Tx other publick Buildings, are the 
Town-houſe, the Seminary, the Great Hall, 

the Arſenal, with many more; an exact 
Deſcription of which would ſwell this 
Letter to a large Book. 

THE Magiſtracy of Liege is compoſed 
of two Burgomaſters, and twenty Counſel- 
lors, who are elected by the Prince and 
People, and are Annual, two perpetual 
Counſellors, and a Recorder. 

THe y chuſe Burgomaſters at Liege 
after this Manner: The ſixteen Chambers 
of the City, who repreſent the Body of the 
People, convene. Each Chamber conſiſts 
of thirty Members, who are a ſtrange 
medley of Nobles, Lawyers, Scholars, Mer- 
chants and Mechanicks. | 

IN every Chamber two Perſons are 
choſen by Lot, and the two being carried 
to the Town-houſe, their Names are ſepa- 
rately put in two little Boxes, which are 
thrown into a ſort of a Basket, with a nar- 
row Mouth, and a broad Bottom. After 
the two Boxes have been huſtled a long 
time in this Basket, they proceed to draw 
them out one after another. The Perſon 
whoſe Box comes up firſt, is ſtiled Elector, 
becauſe he is to be one of the Aſſembly to 
ele& the Burgomaſter : The other, whoſe 
Box comes up laſt, is intitled to be a Mem. 
ber of the Council. 0” ſame Proceeding 
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is in all the Chambers, ſo that there are ſix- 
teen Electors, who withdraw, and by a ma- 
jority of Votes, nominate three Perſons, 
whoſe Names are, as above, put into Boxes, 
which are afterwards thrown into the 
Basket, and well huſtled ; then the eldeſt 
of the Commiſſioners, with his Glove on, 
puts his Hand into the Basket, and draws 
out a Box, and the Perſon whoſe Name 
is incloſed in the Box, is the Burgomaſter 
over the People; the other two have no 
ſhare in the Government. 

TAE Prince alſo, on his Side, appoints 
three Perſons, whoſe Names being put into 
Boxes, and huſtled as the others, he whoſe 
Name is firſt drawn by the eldeſt of the 
Commiſſaries, is Burgomaſter for the Prince. 

BESI DES the abovementioned Magi- 
ſtrates, here isa Chief Mayor, and twoSub- 
ordinate Mayors The Biſhop has his 
Official, who gives Judgment upon the firſt 
Demand in eccleſiaſtical and perſonal civil 
Cauſes. The Tribunal of the twenty-two 
Commiſſaries is alſo very famous, and for- 
mer ly was inveſted with a Power to depute 
thirty - two Perſons to chuſe the Burgoma- 
ſter of Liege. | 

THERE is recorded in the Archives 
of this City a very remarkable Story, 
which happen'd in the Year 1637, The 
Count de Martfouſe, who was Lord Trea- 
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ſurer to the King of Spain at Bruſſels, and 
condemn'd by the Great Council of Mech- 
lin to be hang'd in Effigy for Malverſa- 
tion, knowing that the Magiſtrates of 
Liege had diſoblig'd his King, ret ir d thither; 
and, to deſerve the King's Pardon, invites 
Sebaſtian de la Ruelle, Burgomaſter of 
Liege, and ſeveral other Perſons of di- 
ſtinction, to Dinner; where, after the 
had been very merry, he cauſed them al 
to be murdered: The Mob of Liege hearing 
of the Murder of their Burgomaſter and 
the Chief of their Burghers, forc'd into the 
Count's Houſe, dragg'd his Body through 
the Streets of Liege, cut off his Head, his 
Arms and Legs, which they plac'd upon 
the principal Gates of the City, and put all 
his Domeſticks to the Sword ; they run to 
the Houſe of Alderman Fleren, whom 
they ſuſpected to be one of his Accom- 
plices, and, without any Trial, hang'd 
him up in the Market-place. The Body of 
the Burgomaſter Ruelle was interr'd with 
the greateſt Sp!endor ; and ever ſince, the 
Burgomaſters of Lzege never appear in pub- 
lick without a Guard of thirty Men. 

I'v the Cathedral Church there is a 
Treafury of Reliques, which deſerves the 
Coriofity of a Stranger; there is the Buſſo 
of St. Lambert in Silver, finely done; two 
Statues of the Virgin and St, 7oſeph alſo in 

T'Y Silver, 
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Silver as big as the Life, with five great 
Coſfers of Silver full of Reliques, and 
St. George on Horſeback of maily Gold, 
which Charles the Hardy, Duke of Bur- 
gundy, preſented to the Cathedral, as a 
Penance for uſing them cruelly iu 1468. 
You ſee here alſo fine Veſtments given by 
Pope Gregory X. adorn'd with large Pearls 
intermixd with Diamonds, which none 
but the Prince uſes on publick Occaſions. 
THER Et have been two Popes Arch- 
deacons of this Cathedral, Gregory X. and 
Urban IV. On the former was made this 
Inſcription :; 885 


Papatum munus tulit Archidiaconus unus 
Quem Patrem Patrum fecit Diſcordia 
Fratrum. : 


AmoxcsT the many Parochial and 
Collegiate Churches, that of St. Paul de- 


ſerves to be ſeen not only for its Structure, 


but for the Ornaments in Marble and 
Painting with which it's adorn'd. 

THe Canons of St. Martin on the 
Hill, are all Knights, enjoy their Revenues, 
and live where they will. 

ALL the Regular Orders, ſuch as Do- 
minicans, Auguſtines, 8c. have their Con- 
vents in the greateſt Perfection; among the 
reſt, the Engliſh: Jeſuits have their _ 

ege 
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lege here, founded in 1616, and the Engliſh 


Ladies a fine Nunnery. |, 

LIEGE has this Character given it 
by Travellers, that for fair Churches, Con- 
vents, an] other religious Foundations, no 
City in Germany or France 18 able to 
compare with it. In St. Hilliam's Con- 
vent, without the City, lies Sir 7ohn 
Mandeville, the famous Engliſh Traveller, 
whoſe Works are better eſteem'd in France 
and Germany than here, Having view'd 
moſt Cities in the World, he choſe this to 
ſpend his laſt Days in. Near his Grave, 
are kept his Saddle, Spurs, and Knife, that 
he made uſe of in his Travels; and on his 
Tomb there is an Inſcription in-old bar- 
barous French, requeſting thoſe that paſs 
over him, to pray for him. 

POP E Innocent II. held a Council here 
in 1131, and crown'd the Emperor Lot ha. 
rius II. in the Cathedral, when the Chap- 
ter, as the Annals ſay, conſiſted of nine 
Kings Sons, fourteen Dukes Sons, twenty- 
nine Counts, and eight Barons. This City 
was taken in 1675, by the French, who, 

the next Year, deſtroy'd the Caſtle, In 
1701, the Elector of Co/ogn deliver'd it to 
the French; but the 14th of October, 1702, 
the Chapter and Magiſtracy ſurrender'd 
it tothe Duke of Marlborough, and next 
Day the Lord Cutts took Poſſeſſion of it 
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with the Engliſh Forces. But the Gar- 
riſon would not ſurrender the Citadel till 


the 23d, when the Engliſh and Dutch took 


it by dint of Sword, notwithſtanding a 
brisk Fire from the French, and forc'd them 
to throw down their Arms and beg Quar- 
ter. At this Attack the Hereditary Prince 
of Heſſe-Caſſel, who went Voluntier at 
the Head of the Grenadiers, was the firſt 
that mounted the Breach, and took the Co- 
lours from a French Officer. But Mr. Went- 
worth, Brother to the Earl of Srrafford, 
who alſo went a Voluntier in the ſaid At- 
tack, was unhappily killd. The Troops, 
eſpecially the Ezg/i/þ, got immortal Ho- 


nour by this Action, and a very good Booty; 


for in the Treaſury only were 3co, ooo 
Florins in Gold and Silver; beſides Notes 
for 1. 200, ooo more upon ſubſtantial Mer- 
chants at Liege. One of the Engliſh Gre- 
nadiers got 1000 Louidores in a Bag. M. de 
Violazne, Governor of the Citadel, and the 
Duke of Charoſt, were taken Priſoners on 
the Breach, and carried to the Duke of 
Marlborough's Quarterss There where 
eight Batalions in the Citadel, which was 
nevertheleſs taken as above by Storm, after 


aà Fight of about three Quarters of an Hour, 


with very little loſs on the part of the Con- 
federates. In 1705, 'twas in danger of be- 
ing taken by the French, but was ſeaſonably 

| reliev'd 
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reliev'd by the Duke of Marlborough's 
March from the Moſelle to the Maeſe. 
By the Treaty at Utrecht, in 1713, be- 
twixt France and Holland, it was ſtipulated, 
that the States General thould keep a Gar- 
riſon in the Citadel at their own Expence; 
and by the Treaty of Baden, next Year, 
betwixt the Emperor and France, it was 
reſtor'd to the EleQor of Cologn. 

TAE Gentlemen of Liege are very 
affable and courteous to Strangers. The 
Inns here are incomparably good, and Pro- 
viſions extreamly cheap; and *tis the only 
City in the World where you have the 
greateſt Variety, and the beſt Wines. In 
ſhort, a Gentleman of a ſmall Eſtate cannot 
live more comfortably in the World than at 
Liege. After I have reſted and amuſed my- 
ſelf ſome time in this delicious Country, 
you ſhall hear again from 


Tour humble Servant. 
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wiz T'T ER VI. 


- 


LIEGE, 10 Fuly, 1924 
SI R, | 
SIz URING my abode here I 
E made an Excurſion to ſee the 
NY E Spaw, and other Mineral Wa- 
ters here adjacent, 


—— 


— 


Tu Town of Spaw is ſituated in a 
ſmall Plain, ſurrounded with Mountains, 
ſo that you cannot ſee it till you are almoſt 
in it. The Town conſiſts of four Streets 


* 


in form of a Croſs, and may contain 400 


Houſes for the conveniency of thoſe that 


come to drink the Waters. 

HE R E are five principal Wells that go 
down with Steps 'ike that at Tunbridge ; 
the chief Well, called Poux hon, or Pohunt, 
in the Market-place, is the. moſt reſorted 
to, and hath this Inſcription upon it. 


Sanitats 
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Sanitati Sacrum 
Obſtructum reſerat, durum terit, humida 
ſiccat, | 
Debile fortificat, ſi tamen arte bibas, 


THE Seaſons of Drinking theſe Waters 
are in the hot Months of June, Fuly, and 
Auguſt ; they alſo tranſport prodigious 
Quantities of theſe Waters into foreign 
Countries, eſpecially Holland and England, 
ſeal'd up in Bottles with the Town Seal; 
another Well, call'd Geronſtar, is in a 
Wood, a Mile from the Town of Spaw. 
The Well is cover'd with a Dome of blue 
Stone, ſupported by four Pillars of red and 
white Marble. 

THE Capuchins have a very fine Mo- 
naſtery and large Gardens here, where 
all the Company walk who drink the Wa- 
ters. 

SEVER A L Princes who have been here, 
have left Marks of their Bounty ; particu- 
larly Margaret de Valois, Queen of 
France, Daughter to Henry II. Siſter to 
Henry III: and Wife to Henry IV. was 
here in 1577. Henry III. King of France 
and Poland, was here in 1585. The fa- 
mous Alexander Farneſe, Duke of Parma, 
in 1591; and at one time, King Charles Il. 
of England, the King of Denmark, mw the 
| reat 
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Great Duke of 7. wo and lately the Czar 
of Muſcovy. 
Tak y area very good natur'd People 
here, and ſpeak the ſame Walloon as at 
Liege; they are govern'd by a Mayor, two 
Burgomaſters, ſeven Aldermen, anda Town- 
Clerk, which the Prince of Liege changes 
every Year; =_— employ themſelves in 
making Boxes for Ladies Toylets, and Snuff 
and other ſort of Boxes, which they ſel] to 
the Company as they go from the Wells. 
This Town — reſorted to by the Peo- 
ple from all Parts of Europe, on account 
of its Waters, has heen always allow'd a 
Neutrality during the hotteſt Wars. 
FROM Spaw ] croſs'd over to the Town 
of Tongures, or Tongren, where are alſo 
mineral Waters; its famous Fountain is 
ſituate in a pretty and agreeable Valley, 
environ'd with a row of Mountains; was 
repair'd in the Year 1690, and is ſo antient, 
that Pliny ſays, the City of Tongures is a 
Well, marvellous by its ſparkling, and taſtes 
of Iron, purges the Body, cures Fevers, 
diſcharges Gravel, and when it is put upon 
the Fire, turns thick and red. 
TuIsSs Townis ſo antient, that they tell 
— Julius Ceſar created Salvius Brabon 
uke of Tongures; that Taxender, the tenth 
Duke after him, receiv'd the Chriſtian Faith 
in the Lear 400; and that Pippin of Lan- 
9 2 den, 
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den, who was the firſt Duke of Brabant, 
was deſcended of this antient Family: Its 
Antiquity is alſo confirm'd by Julius Cæ- 
far, 1a his Commentaries, Tacitus and 
Pliny. 

TAE French King ſeiz'd it in 1572, 
but quitted it next Year to its Sovereign 
the Prince and Biſhop of Liege. The 
States General took Poſſeſſion of this 
and other neighbouring Places, but aban- 
doned 'em for want of ſufficient Forces to 
guard em. The Mareſchal de Villeroy 
took it by Surprize in 1703, with a Con- 
federate Garriſon of 700 Men, after a ſharp 
Engagement. The French Army, conſiſt- 
ing of above 400 Men, was commanded 
by the Mareſchal Villeroy and Bouſſlers; 
who, while the Duke of Mar/borough was 
| fate down before Bon, took the Opportu- 
nity to attack this Place, where were then 
two Batallions of Foot, one of Z//, the o- 
ther of Portmore, who defended themſelves 
with extraordinary Bravery for twenty- 
eight Hours, and were then forc'd to ſur- 
render at Diſcretion. But the Duke of 
Marlborough, immediately after the taking 
of Bon, march'd, on the 25th of May, over 
the River Decker with the Confederate 
Army, conſiſting of 130 Squadrons, and 
59 Batallions, not only to ſecure Liege, but 
to force the Enemy to decamp from Ton- 

geren, 
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of Muſcovy. 

THE y area very good natur'd People 
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FROM Spa I croſs'd over to the Town 
of Tongures, or Tongren, where are alſo 
mineral Waters; its famous Fountain is 
ſituate in a pretty and agreeable Valley, 
environ'd with a row of Mountains; was 
repair'd in the Year 1690, and is ſo antient, 
that Pliny ſays, the City of Tongures is a 
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den, who was the firſt Duke of Brabant, 
was deſcended of this antient Family: Its 
Antiquity is alſo confirm'd by Julius Cæ- 
far, 10 Lis Commentaries, Tacitus and 
Pliny. | 
THe French King ſeiz'd it in 1572, 
but quitted it next Year to its Sovereign 
the Prince and Biſhop of Liege. The 
States General took Poſſeſſion of this 
and other neighbouring Places, but aban- 
doned em for want of ſufficient Forces to 
guard em. The Mareſchal de Villeroy 
took it by Surprize in 1703, with a Con- 
federate Garriſon of 700 Men, after a ſharp 
Engagement. The French Army, confiſt- 
ing of above 40coo Men, was commanded 
by the Mareſchal Villeroy and Boufflers ; 
who, while the Duke of Mar/borough was 
ſate down before Bon, took the Opportu- 
nity to attack this Place, where were then 
two Batallions of Foot, one of Ei, the o- 
ther of Portmore, who defended themſelves 
with extraordinary Bravery for twenty- 
eight Hours, and were then forc'd to ſur- 
render at Diſcretion. But the Duke of 
Marlborough, immediately after the taking 
of Bon, march'd, on the 25th of May, over 
the River Decker with the Confederate 
Army, confiſting of 130 Squadrons, and: 
59 Batallions, not only to ſecure Liege, but 
to force the Enemy to decamp from Ton- 
geren, 
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geren, where they ſeem'd to be advanta- 
giouſly poſted, with above 60 Batallions, 
and above 100 Squadrons; but upon the 
Duke's advancing, the two Mareſchals did 
not dare toſtand their Ground ; and there- 
fore, after they had blown up the Walls 
and Tower of Tongeren, and demoliſh'd the 
Jeſuits Church, which is ſince rebuilt, they 
uitted it. Twas at this famous Town 
that the Duke of Mariborough join'd the 
Army of the States, May 13. 17c6. juſt 
ten Days before the glorious Victory of 
Ramelles. 
BEING amongſt the Mineral Waters, I 
cou'd not forbear going over to ſee thoſe of 
Aix la Chapelle alſo, which is but a ſhort 
Day's journey from this, It is a large Town, 
very much embelliſh'd by the Emperor 
Charlemain, born in the Year 742, crown'd 
King of France 1n 781, and Emperor of Rome 
in 800, who made this his Reſidence, and the 
Capital of his Empire ; he built here a no- 
ble Palace, which is now the Town-houſe, 
being 170 Foot long, and 7o Foot broad. 
It hath an handſome Tower at each end, 
and is otherways finely adorn'd with Sta- 
tues and Sculptures on the outſide, The 
Market-place, on which it ſtands, 1s ver 
ſpacious, and the Houſes round it ſtately. 
In the middle of this Market-place, over- 
againſt the Town-houſe, is a fine Fountain, 
3 > > m_— 
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which throws out its Water at ſix ſeveral F 
Places into a marble Baſon, thirty Foot in 
Circumference; and on the top of this i 
Fountain is the Statue of Charlemazrne, of ' 
Braſs gilt, holding the Scepter in his right | 
Hand, and the Globe in his left; and round 4 
the Fountain are ſeveral Figures with 
Latin Inſcriptions. | 
' THERE are divers other pretty Squares I 
in this City with handſome Houſes, which = 
the vaſt concourſe of People who comes 
here to Bath from all the Parts of Europe, 
occaſions to be built; they alſo drink the 
Waters here from a Pump, as at the Bathin 
England, Theſe Wells are at the bottom. x 
of the Town, and are two, with a Pump to = 
each ; the one having the Virgin on the 
top, and the other Charlemazne ; and there ; 
are Galleries round them for the Drinkers | 
to walk under when it rains, to make the Wa- 4 
ters paſs the better. The time of Drinking it 
is from the 1ſt of May to the middle of 1 
June; and from the middle of Auguſt to 1 
the end of September. | " 
THE Baths, which are ſome very hot, i 
and ſome luke-warm, are call'd the Empe- bt 
ror's Bath, that of St. Corneille, the Bath | 
| of Roſes, the Bath of St. Quirinus, the lit- 
? tle Bath, and the Poor's Bath, 


TEE 
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THE Emperor's Bath, ſo call'd, is the 
largeſt, and is divided into five ſeveral 
Apartments, where Men and Women bathe 
diſtinctly; the little Bath receives its Wa- 
ter from that of the Emperor's, and hath 
three Apartments; that of St. Quirinus 
hath Sources of its own, but the Waters 
are as hot, and the Virtue the ſame with 
the other; that of St. Corneille is luke- 
warm, as is that of Roſes; and the Poor's 
Barh, call'd Compus-bad, where the Mob 
enter hickledy pickledy, Men and Women, 
is pretty hot. There is a Latin Treatiſe, 
written by Dr. Francis Blondel, Phyſician 
formerly at Aix, which was printed at 
Maeſtricht in 1685, and which every Per- 
=> that goes to drink the Waters ought to 

ave. 

HE ſays, «The Baths in the old 
Town are Nitro Salſo, Sulphureous; 
« and thoſe in the new Town, Sulphuro 
« JSalſo, Nitrous. That Bathing at Aix la 
% Chappelle is good againſt all Affections of 
« the Nerves, as Convulſions, Palſies, 
« Numbneſs, Tremblings, Gout in the Feet 
& or Hands, Sciatica's, Hardneſs of the 
« Nerves, Contractions, Swellings, Diſtem- 
“ pers of the Bowels, Stomach, Spleen, in- 
< veterate Head-Aches, Vertigoes, Ting- 
ling of the Ears, Nephritical Diſtempers, 
« moiſt cold Affections of the Womb, Stop- 

(e page 
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* page, or Flux of the Men/es, Barrenneſs, 
* Abortion, Scabs of all Sorts, and againſt 
& Dregs of bad Mercury made uſe of in Ve- 
© nereal Diſtempers ; but the Doctor does 

“not think them proper for ſuch as have 
ce the Infection actually upon them. 

« H E alſo treats of the Baths at Borcet, 
about a Furlong out of the South Gate, 
ſo hot, that the l' eople ſcald Pigs with the 

« Water, and boil Eggs in it; but tis ob- 
* ſerv'd, that though they harden the Yelk, 
“ they never harden the White, Theſe 
* Baths are frequented by People of all 
« Sorts and Ages, who bathe in them for 
“ Diverſion without any Danger, they be- 
« ing not ſo ſtrong as thoſe in the City, and 
therefore fitter for weak People. They 
ce are good againſt the ſame Diſtempers, and 
&* alſo againſt Defluxions on the Head and 
* Breaſt, moiſt and ſqueamiſh Stomachs, 
“ Dropſies, foft Swellings, and Diſeaſes of 
the Womb, ec. The Doctor adds, that 
“ theſe Waters being drunk, are good a- 
« gainſt hot Diſtempers of the Liver, 
“ Spleen, Reins and Bowels; Obſtructions 
« of the Meſentery, Pancreas,Liver, Spleen, 
* and Reins, Yellow-Jaundice, Cach-xy 
« and Dropſy, inveterate and ſtubborn 
“ Fevers, new Tertians and Quartans, 
“ Whites in Women, Bleeding at the Noſe 
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* and Flux of the Men/es. They kill all 
“ Sorts of Worms, help Conception, and 
dry over-moiſt Parts; they purge the Uri- 
4 nary Veſſels, cure ſtoppage of Water and 
« Stranguries, diſſolve and expel the Stone 
« and Gravel, give Relief in melancholly 
« and hypocondriack Diſtempers, recover 
& loſt Appetites, ſtrengthen weak and flatu- 
“ lent Stomachs, quench immoderate 
«* 'Thirſt, cure the Scurvy, Gout in Hands 
« or Feet, Rheumatiſms, and other Diſtem- 
e pers proceeding from too much Serum in 
„the Blood, the moſt inveterate Cholicks, 
„ Aſthma's, ſchyrrous Swellings, ſcro- 
& phulous Diſtempers, Impoſtumes of the 
+ Meſentery, Diarrhea's, Ulcers of the 
Mouth, and Diſtempers of the Gums and 
« Kecth. 

THE Doctor computes, that from the 
Baths in this City, and Borcet, there flows 
6000 Tun of Water per Day, which carry 
as many Pound Weight of Salt. | 

SUPERSTITION never reign'd ſo much 
at Rome, as it did at this Place in the times 
that the Emperor reſided here ; for every 
little Prieſt that made a Pilgrimage to Je- 
ruſalem, brought home what he call'd a 
precious Relique, which were laid up in the 
Treaſury here, and the Perſon that brought 
them well rewarded : So Prieſt-ridden 

Empe- 
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Emperors were in thoſe Days, that Roman 
Catholicks now a-days bluſh at the men- 
tioning of their Reliques, which are kept in 
the Church of our Lady here: They ſhow 
you the Shift of the Virgin Mary, and 
St. 7Zo/eph's Breeches. PEN 

IAH E Swadling-Cloaths of Jeu Chriſt. 

T at Linnen that cover'd his Privities 
when on the Croſs. 1 

THE Napkin in which 70h» the Bap- 
tiiſts Head was wrapp'd, with. the Blood 
ſtill upon it. : | 

Task four Reliques are expoſed fifteen 
Days together, from the top of the Steeple, 
to the People, and-are thereafter depoſited 
in a Coffer of Silver gilt, in the form of a 
Chappel, ſix Foot long, adorn'd with Sta- 
tues in Gold, of our Saviour, the Virgin, 
Pope Leo III. and the Emperor Charlemazn, 

with the twelve Apoſtles and ſeveral Saints, 
and elevated behind the great Altar, upon 
Pillars twelve Foot high, ſurrounded with 
an Iron Grate, 

THE other Reliques, which are kept in 
the Treaſury on the right Hand of the 
Choir, are 2:5 res, 

A Box containing ſome Pieces of the 
Holy Croſs, one of the Nails with which our 
Saviour was nailed to the Croſs; and ſome 
of the Manna that fell in the Wilderneſs to 


feed the People of 1/7ae. 
G 2 THe 
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T HE Leathern Belt of our Saviour, in 
2 Chryſtal Caſe. W 

APART of the Scepter which the Jews 
put in his Hand when they crown'd him 
with Thorns. 

AFINE Statue of the Virgin Mary in 
Silver. | 

A LiNnK of the Chain with which 
St. Peter was chain'd, when the Angel de- 
liver'd him out of Priſon. 

A Box in which is kept ſome of the 
Ground tainted with the Blood of St. re. 
phen, on which the Emperor and King of 
the Romans take their Oaths when they 
are crown'd. 

TRE Portrait of the Virgin Mary, 
painted by St. Luke, which the Emperor 
Charlemain order'd to be put in the Tomb 
with him, and where it was found when his 
Bones were taken up in 1166, 352 Years 
after his Death. 

SoME Hair of the Virgin Mary. 

T xz right Arm of the Emperor Charle- 
main. 

TH E four Evangeliſts writ on Parch- 
ment in Letters of Gold, found in the 
Tomb of Charlemain. 

A yAR x of the Spunge with which 
the Jews preſented Vinegar to our Saviour 
on the Croſs. 
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A GREAT Piece of the Holy Croſs, 
which was alſo found in the Tomb of 
Charlemain, 

_ A Fi1iNE Buſto in Silver of Charle- 
main. 


o 


THERE are ſeven or eight Boxes more full 
of Reliques, which with ſeveral other Things 
in this Treaſury would be tao long to in- 
ſert in a Letter; particularly the rich Veſt- 
ments adorn'd with Diamonds and Pearls, 
given by the Infanta 1/abe/la-Clare Eugenia, 
Sovereign of the Lou- Countries, in the Year 
1629; nor indeed would I have ſaid fo 
much of the Treaſury of this Church, but 
to ſhew you the Ignorance of this Age, and 
the Superſtition of the former. 
TE Chair of this Church is prodigiouſly 
high, and the Architecture bold, but the 
reſt of it very irregular. On Feſtival Days 
the great Altar is covered with a Plate of 
Gold, on which are repreſented the Miſeries 
of the Paſſion of our Saviour, the Miracles 
of the Twelve Apoſtles, and the Four Evan- 
geliſts found in the Tomb of Charlemain- 
There is a fine Chappel in this Church, cal- 
led, The Hungarian Chappel, as appears by 
the following Inſcription. | 


G 3 Hanc 
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Hanc Cappellam donauit & ornamentis 
 pretifis ditavit Ludovicus Rex 
Hungariæ, ipſamque ædiſicari pro- 
curavit & con ſèecrari in honorem 
Beate Marie Virginis, Sanctæque 
Anne, Saunctigue Stephani Regis 
Hungariæ, Santi Enericij filty 
ejus Ducts Sclavoniæ, Sancti Ladiſlai 
Regis Hungariæ, Sanctæ Elizabethe 
flie Regis Hungariæ, Sancti Heu. 
rici Imperatorts ores larry Sante 
Cunegunde uxoris © viduæ, & cæ- 
terorum Sanctorum Hungariæ, Anno 


1374. 4 Auguſti. | 
Up o the Gate of the Sacriſty is a Chair 


cover'd with Gold, adorn'd with ſeveral 
precious Stones, and particulary a large 
Agate, given by the Emperor Henry 1I. 
and on the Bolluſtrade, on Top, 1s the Royal 
Chair of white Marble, in which Charle- 
main (at in his Tomb 352 Years; and it's 
in this Chair where the King of the Romans 
fits at his Coronation, as did Zo/eph I. Bro- 
ther to the preſent Emperor, when he was 
crown'd King of the Romans; who made 
vaſt Preſents to this Church. 5 
WHEN an Emperor is to be crown'd, the 
Elector of Meutæ, as Chancellor of the 
Empire, appoints a Day, when the Magi- 
= ſtrates 
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ſtrates of Aix la Chapelle ſhall bring out of 
their Treaſury the Coffer in which is the 
Earth tainted with the Blood of St. Stephen, 
the Sabre and Belt of Charlemain, and the 
Book of the Four Evangeliſts, written in 
Letters of Gold, on which the Emperor rhat 
is to be crown'd, {wears to maintain the 
Liberties and Privileges of the Empire, and 
the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, for which St. re- 
Phen ſhed his Blood, and which the Emperor 
Charlemain maintain'd by the Force of his 
Sword. 

THe Magiſtrates of Nauremburg are oblig'd 
at the ſame time to bring hither the Imperial 
Crown, the Ring, the Scepter, and the Globe, 
which they keep in their Caſtle, 

EvERY new Emperor creates at his Co- 
ronation ſeveral Counts and Knights of the 
Empire, by touching them with the Sword 
of Charlemain. 

TH1s Church pretends a Right to the 
Habits and other ſuch Furniture uſed at this 
Solemnity, but theſe are generally redeem- 
ed by a Piece of Money to the Canons. 
Charles IV. in his Golden Bull, in the 18th 
Chapter of the Conſtitutions of the Empire, 
made in 1356, ordains, That the Corona- 
tion of all Kings of the Romans and Em- 
perors ſhall be made here: The Emperor 
Charles V. and his Brother Ferdinand were 


both crown d here; but notwithſtanding this 
= Bull, 
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Bull, the preſent Emperor Charles VI. was 
crown'd at Frankfort on the 22d of De- 
cember 1711. where all the Electors in the 
Empire were preſent in Perſon, or by their 
Ambaſſadors, and the fore-mentioned Reliques 
were brought from Aix la Chapelle to com- 
leat the Ceremony: The chief Reaſon 1 
5 was, that the Archbiſhop of Cologne, 
then Prince of Liege, Brother to the Duke 
of Bavaria, and Metropolitan of this City, 
was then in the Intereſt of King Philip, and 
in a War with the Emperor. 
HERE are abundance of Monaſteries both 
for Men and Women, which would be too 
tedious for a Letter : The Streets are ge- 
nerally long and large, and the Circum- 
ference of the whole may be about fix En- 
gliſh Miles. 

ABOUT the Pumps, where they drink the 
Water, are Raffling Shops, Coffee-houſes, 
and all other Diverſions, as at the Bath and 
2 unbridge in England : Here are alſo Sharp- 
ers, tho' under a more pompous Denomina- 
tion of Counts, Marquiſſes and Barons, with 
greater Equipage than the Sharpers in Eng- 
and; and intrigues are carried on with the 
Ladies as at Bath in England. 

* BES1DEs what this City ſuffer'd by the 
Huns and Normans, twas burnt down in 
1146, by an accidental Fire ; but by the 
Bounty of the Emperors and great Con- 

courle 
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courſe of People, it recover'd it ſelf ſo well, 
that in 1172, the Emperor Frederick I. ad- 
ded the other Walls, Towns, and Ditches. 
It ſuffer'd much again by Fire in 1224, when 
many of the Citizens and Strangers periſhed 
in the Flames, and it had the like Misfortune 
in 1236. This City was alſo a great ſufferer 
during the Civil Wars in the middle of the 
ſixteenth Century, when the greateſt Part 
of the Citizens were Proteſtants; but the 
Marquis de Spinola took it, and re- eſtabliſn- 
ed Popery here, which is now the prevail- 
ing Religion of the Place. It has been noted 
for ſeveral Councils held here in the Reigns 
of Charlemain and Lewis the Pious, parti- 
culary one in 799, another in 809, a third 
in 8 19, and a fourth in 836; and for the fa- 
mous Treaty in 1668, betwixt France on 
the one part, and Hain, England and Hol- 
land on the other. 

IIS Excurſion I made a little out of 
the way of my intended Journey, but in 
half a Day I return'd to Ziege, by the Dili- 
gence, and ſhall now proceed according to 


my firſt Plan, hoping my next Letter ſhall 
be from Mons, till when I am, 


SIX, 


Tour humble Servant. 


LETTER VIII. 


— 


LIE GE, July 24, 17124. 


very little worth the Curioſity 

of a Stranger, 
 LIMBURG, is a ſmall Province, full 
of Marble, Coal, and Iron: The Town is 
alſo ſmall, but pleaſantly fituate on a Hill, 
with ſhady Woods, near the River Weſer, 
or Veſe, where they make very good broad 


Cloth. 


THro' it ſtands upon a Rock, almoſt in- 
acceſſible, the Dutch took it in 1633, from 
the Spaniſh Dukes of Brabant. The Spa- 
niards retook it ſome time after; but in 
1675, the French took it, and in 1677, de- 
ſtroy'd the Caſtle. It was by the Peace of 
Nimeguen reſtor d to the Spaniards. _— 

| | the 
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the Death of King Charles II. of Spazrn, 
the French ſeiz'd it, but the Confederates 
took it in 1703, for King Charles III. now 
Emperor of Germany. n 
THE Siege was carried on by the Duke 
of Marlborough, the Hereditary Prince of 
Heſſe, now King of Sweden, and the Hano- 
verian General Brulau. The latter in- 
veſted the Town on the 19th of September. 
They attack'd it on the 25th and 26th with 
good Succeſs, the Cannon playing all Day, 
and the Mortars all Night; ſo that on the 
27th they were preparing for a general 
Storm, which the Defendants perceiving, 
beat a Parley ; but all the Conditions they 
could obtain, were, That the Garriſon, 
which conſiſted of 1400 Men, ſhould re- 
main Priſoners of War : That the Officers 
and Soldiers might keep what was their 
own, and that the Officers thould be al- 
low'd 12 Waggons to carry their Baggage. 
By the taking of this Town the Confede- 
rates not only made themſelves Maſters of 
the whole Dutchy, but ſecured the Coun- 
try of Liege and the Electorate of Co/ogn 
from the Incurſions of the French. The 
Duke of Marlborough having taken Poſſeſ- 
ſion of this Town, immediately appointed 
the Baron de Rechteren, one of the States 
Field Deputies, to be its Governor. It was 
ſtipulated by the Treaty betwixt the 
eve. French 
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French and Dutch at Utrecht, that a Coun: 


try worth 30000 Crowns a Year, ſhould 


be reſerv'd, either in this Dutchy, or that 
of Luxemburgh, to be made a Principa- 


lity in favour of the Princeſs 4 Vr ſini, and 


her Heirs. 

TAE Province of Luxemburgh is larger, 
being about ſeventy Leagues in Circumfe- 
rence, one half of which being the Foreſt 
of Ar den, is very mountainous and woody, 
full of Iron Forges, and here 1s very good 
hunting of all manner of Game. The Town 
of Luxemburgh is but ſmall, one half on a 
Hill, and the other on a Plain, through 
which runs the little River Els, which falls 
into the Moſelle. It's however very ſtrong, 
and ſerves as a Barrier to the Dutch. 
Near this City are the remains of a mag- 
nificent Palace, built by Peter Erneſt, 
Earl of Mansfield, Governor of this Pro- 
vince, with fine Gardens, Fountains, and 
Statues, where the Inhabitants take the 
Air in the Summer Seaſon. The French 
ruin'd this Palace in one of their Sieges. 

TAE Churches here are but indifferent, 
except that of the Jeſuits, built a la Mo- 
o 
IIS City was taken from the Houſe 
of Auſtria by the Duke of Orleans in 
1542, and retaken two Years after by the 
Emperor Charles V. The French took it 

= again 
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again the roth of June in 1684, upon Ar- 
ticles, and made it ſtronger; but reſtored 
it to the Spaniards by the Peace of R 
wick in 1697. They ſeiz d it again in 
1701, after the Death of King Charles Il. 
of Spain. By the Treaty betwixt the 
French and Dutch at Utrecht, this whole 
Dutchy, together with the 3 own and For- 
treſs, was yielded to the States Genera], 
in favour of the Houſe of Auſlria, on con- 


dition, that the Elector of Bavaria ſhou'd 


have the Sovereignty and Revenues there- 
of, till he was reſtor'd to his Electorate, put 
in poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Sardinia, 
and indemnify'd as to his Pretenſions with 
regard to the Treaty of 1/mer/hezm, but 
no longer, during which time, he was allow'd 
to keep Troops in the Dutchy, not exceed- 
ing 70co Men, 
ME AN time the Town and Fortreſs 
was to be guarded by Dutch Troops, at 
the Expence of the Town and Dutchy. 
The French Family, intitled Dukes of 
Luxemburg, had formerly three Branches, 
but now only that of Brienune Sf. Paul, of 
which was the famous General, Mareſchal 
de Luxemburgh, Father to Francis-Fre- 
 derick, Duke de Montmorency. 

TH E States of Holland, by the Treaty 
of Utrecht, have very wiſely ſecur'd to 
themſelves a Barrier on the Frontiers of 

3 France, 
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France, which incircles the whole ten Pro- 
vinces; and in caſe of an Attack, defends 
them. It begins from Breda in Dutch 
Bravant, and runs round to the Boſch. 
Maeſtricht, Namure, Luxemburgh, Tour- 
nay, Ipres, and Slnys in Flanders, are all 
arriſon'd now at the Expence of the 
Dutch ; but the Civil Government of moſt 
belongs to the Emperor. Although I 
have left Breda behind me, I know you 
will not take it amiſs, that I give a Deſcrip- 
tion of it Here. 
Ir is an antient Barony, containing ſe- 
venteen conſiderable Villages, and has for 
above 300 Years belong'd to the Counts of 
Naſſaw, Princes of Orange; but Wil. 
liam III. King of England, dying without 
Iſſue, the Right to it is diſputed by the 
King of Pruſſia and the preſent Prince of 
Frieſlaud. However, the States of Holland, 
as Executors of that Prince's Will, keep Poſ- 
ſeſſion, and I believe it will be their Inte- 
reſt always to do ſo, it being a very ſtrong 
Frontier. ; | 
KINOMilliam rebuilt the Caſtle z 1a 
Moderne. It is a handſome Square of Free- 
ſtone, not unlike. the Palace of Holyrood- 
Houſe in Scotland, and is embelliſh'd with 
fine Gardens and a Park; the River Mark 
running round the Palace, like a Fof# or 


Moat. | 
IN 
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IN the Great Church, which is now 
in the Hands of the Proteſtants, are ſe- 
veral very fine Monuments, two of which 
are of black and white Marble, ſo very fine, 
that Scuiptors. have come on purpoſe from 
Rome to ſeèe them; and indeed, 1 muſt own 
that Mauſoleum of Anglebert II. Count of 
Naſfaw, who died in 1504, is the fineſt I 
ever ſaw any where ; there 1s the Count 
in Armour, as when alive ; and in Skele- 
ton, when dying; the whole ſo curiouſ] 
after Nature, as not to be parallel'd : It is 
adorn'd with ſeveral Statues and Inſcriptions 
ſuitable to the Occaſion. 

THE Spire of this Church is very 
handſome, and 362 Foot high ; the Market- 
place is very ſpacious, and the Houſe is 
built entirely after the manner of Holland, 
Tus Town had once Lords of it own, 
the Dukes of Brabant, and laſtly, the 
Houſe of Naſaw, to which Family it came 
by Marriage, about the Year 1400. The Ha- 
niards having a Correſpondence with ſome 
Papiſts in the Town, ſurpriz'd it in 1581, 
but was retaken in 1590, 80 Soldiers being 
convey'd under a Load of Turf into the 
Caſtle, It was afterwards beſieged in 1524, 
by Spinola, the Spaniſh Admiral and Ge- 
neral, with 20000 Men, who ſurrounded 
it with ſuch incredible Works, that 'twas 
not poſſible for Prince Maurice to relieve 

| It; 
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it; ſo that after almoſt a Year's Siege, du- 
ring which, the Garriſon had raiſed ſuch For- 
tifications, as made 1t one of the ſtrongeſt 
Cities in the World ; it was forc'd to ſur- 


render on the 5th of June 1625, for want 


of Provifions, but obtain'd honourable Con- 
ditions. Twas retaken after an obſtinate 
Defence, by Prince Frederick of Naſſaw, 


in 1637. This Town is noted for the Trea- 


ty to reſtore King Charles II. of Great 
4 and for his Declaration, iſſued 
from hence to his Subjects. | 
H E RE alſo the famous Treaty of Peace 
was concluded between the ſaid King 
Charles; Lewis XIV. of France, and the 
States General, under the Mediation of 
the King of Swed?n, in the Year 1667. 
THE Boſch, or as it's call'd in French, 


Bois le Duc, is another Frontier in Brabant, 


belonging to the Dutch, who have made 
it very ſtrong, as indeed it is by Situation 
in the middle of a marſhy Ground: The 


Market-place is very large and well built, 


and the Cathedral, one of the fineſt in the 
Low-Countries, now poſſeſs' d by the Pro- 
teſtants, who have erected a fine Organ, and 
have placed the Ten Commandments upon 


the great Altar; The Town-houſe is alſo 


a very noble Pile, and the Houſes built 
after the Holland Way. 


TRE T 
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THE y record here a memorable Story 
that happen'd in the Year 1600, and which 
the Natives call the Battle of Leckerberze, 
ora ſweet Bit; the Story runs thus: The 
Town being then in the Hands of Spain, 
took four French Soldiers Priſoners, who 
ſerv'd in the Company of one Breaute, 
| who was in the States-General's Service; 

this Captain neglecting to ſend their Ran- 
ſome, one of their number was ſet at Liber- 
ty, to mediate that of the other three: Bre- 
aute, ſo far from agreeing to it, uſed the 
Soldier very roughly, and upbraided him 
for having ſuffer'd himſelf to be taken by 
Fleming, who, he ſaid, were but heav 
clumſy Drunkards; and that one French. 
man was equal to three of them : This 
Reflection ſo far provoked the Garriſon, that 
they ſent him a Challenge, and Breaute 
ſent them Word by his Trumpet, that he 
waited their coming ; both Parties being 
thus reſolved, they pitched upon a Place 
within fight of the Town, which Nature 
ſeem'd to have deſtin'd for ſuch a Bufineſs; 
but the Warmth of Breaute, carried them 
further then they had agreed upon; ſo that 
they took the firſt Spot they came at, 
which was a heathy Ground, with a Riſing 
on the left, which Breaute poileſs'd him- 
ſelf of, as did the Flemings the other on 


the right; and Trumpets were placed on 
both 
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both Sides to encourage the Combatants. 
They were to have fought nineteen againſt 
nineteen; but a Walloon deſerting the 
French in the Dutch Service, and joining 
the Flemings, his Countrymen, they fought 
twenty againit twenty, both of them de- 
claring they would give no Quarter: The 
French Hollanders attack'd with Piſtol in 
Hand ; the Flemings, with Sword in 
Hand ; Abrahami, who commanded the 
Flemings, was ſhot, with his Brother and 
two others, in the firſt Onſet ; but Breaute 
and his French, were all put to the 
Sword, except three who run away, and 
were afterwards hanged in Holland : The 
whole Story is engrav'd on the Tomb-ſtone 
of Abraham, in the Great Church here. 

IN 1576, this Town ſign'd the famous 
Pacification of Ghent : In 1578, they 
ſwore to the Peace of Religion, and next 
Year embraced the Union of Utrecht, 
Such was their early Zeal for the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, that they ſeiz'd the Chan- 
cellor of Brabant and another Grandee 
ſent thither to hinder its being preached; 
for which, in 1587, they were proſcrib'd, 
and the Proteſtants forced to leave the 
Country upon the Retreat of the Prince of 
Orange. From that time they were op- 
preſſed by the Spaniards, till reſcued by 


the Germans; for when the Prince of 
Parma 
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Parma took it, the Proteſtants were again 
baniſn'd. Prince Maurice beſieg'd it in 
vain, in 1601; but Prince Henry-Frederick 
retook it after an obſtinate Siege in 1029. 
In 1651, the Townimen gave in an Inſtru- 
ment to the States General, that they might 
be admitted as a governing Member of the 
Union. Mareſchal Turenne inveſted it in 
1672, but ſoon raiſed the Siege. 

THE next Barrier of the Follanders 
is the City of Maeſtricht near Liege; you 
enter by a fine Stone Bridge over the 

Maeſe, 50 Foot long: The Market. place 
is very ſpacious, and the Town-houſe, 
built in 1662, is very beautiful in Free- 
ſtone, with one of the fineſt Steeples in the 
Low-Countries, It contains a fine Library 
of Books, Manuſcripts, and other Rarities 
worth the Curioſity of a Stranger. The 
Government of the Town conſiſts of two 
Burgomaſters and twenty Aldermen, the 
one half always to be Proteſtants, and the 
other Papiſts, who live here like Brothers, 
as at Oſnaburgh in Germany; and here you 
will ſee a Presbyterian Miniſter and a Ca- 
puchin Friar, walk as familiarly together as 
different Seas do at Amſterdam, 

THE chief Churches are ſtill in the 
Hands of the Papiſts; and the Prebendsand 
Canonſhips when vacant, are nam'd by the 


States of Holland. Here are many religious 
H 2 Houſes 
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Houſes, both for Men and Women; I] counted 
no leſs than ten Convents for Men, and 
eight for Ladies. The Pariſh Churches of 
St. John and St. Matthew are in the 
Hands of the Proteſtants, and divine Ser- 
vice is perform'd in Low-Dutch every 
Sunday. The Lutherans have allo a 
Church here built from the Ground by 
themſelves, and the French Proteſtants 
have another. . 

THERE is abundance of Game round 
this City, and for the Conveniencies of 
Life, none has cheaper. It is here where 
the Officers in the Dutch Service generally 
keep their Families, becauſe of its cheap- 


neſs, and the great Conveniency of going 


every Day in the Coaches, call'd Dil igences, 
which carry you to Holland, to Bruſſels, 

and even to Co/ogn in one Day. 
TAI S City revolted from Spain, with 
the reſt of the Provinces, and was beſieg'd 
by the Duke of Parma, 1579, when it 
made a brave Defence, and repuls'd the 
Spantards in two bloody Attacks; but at 
laſt, the Garriſon being wearied out, a De- 
tachment of Spaniards ftole over the Works 
by Night, and having kill'd the Guard, 
which they found aſleep, they were ſoon 
follow'd by others, and became Maſters 
of the Town, which tho' then under Trea- 
ty with them, they ſo far diſpeopled by their 
| ruelty 
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Cruelty and Rapine, that it was a long time 
before it could recover. Twas retaken by 
the Prince of Orange in 1632, but the next 
Year it was taken by the French King 
in Perſon, after 13 Days open Trenches, 
when having maſter'd all the Out-works, 
the Garriſon and Burghers forc'd the Go- 
vernor to ſurrender upon advantageous 
Terms, He was much obliged for the 
taking of this Town to the Valour of the 
Engliſh and Scots, who were then in his 
Service under the Duke of Monmonth. 
The French King put a ſtrong Garriſon in- 
to it, and added fix Baſtions to its Fortifi- 
cations. 
THe Siege of this City, in the Year 
1676, by the Prince of Orange, afterwards 
William III. of England, was very me- 
morable. The Garriſon conſiſted of 80co 
Men under a daring Commander M. Calvo. 
The Beſiegers were about 30000, who car- 
ried it on for three Weeks with ſuch Bravery, 
and ſo many deſperate Attacks, that it was 
generally believ'd, the Place would at laſt 
be taken. The Prince and the Rhingrave 
were always at the Head of the Attacks, 
and made great Uſe, as well as Proofs, of the 
Bravery of the Engliſh Troops upon all 
thoſe Occaſions. Many of the Out-works 
were taken with a great Slaughter on both 
Sides, but they were ſtill ſupply'd with new 
II 3 Retrench- 
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Retrenchments, ſo that after fifty-one 
Days Attack, the Prince finding his Army 
more weaken'd by Sickneſs than by all 
the Attacks, and hearing that M. Schom- 
berg was advancing with a much greater 
Army to relieve the Town ; this, together 
with the Germans not coming up with the 
Supplies they had promiſed, oblig'd the 
Prince to raiſe the Siege with the loſs of 
8000 Men. It muſt not be omitted, that 
during the Siege, the Prince receiv'd a 
Wound in his Arm, which he found dif. 
couraged his Men upon an Attack; he there- 
fore pull'd off his Hat with the wounded 
Arm, and wav'd it three times over his 
Head, to ſhow his diſpirited Soldiers that 
it was not dangerous. 

IN the Lear 1678, this City was ren- 
der'd to rhe States of Holland by the 
Py of Nimeguen, with all the Towns 
and Villages depending upon it. 

THE French attempted this City in 
1703, but wcre prevented by the late Lord 
Auverquerque, who commanded part of the 
Confederate Army in the Neighbourhood. 

IHE Deſcription of the reſt of the 
States of Zſol/and's Barrier Towns round 
this Country, I fha!l give you as I go thro' 
them, and am, 

IR, 


Zour moſt humble Servant. 
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LETTER IX. 


Mons, Auguſt 1, 1724. 

SIR, 
A S N parting from Liege, I muſt tell 
| you, that there is a very great 


2 Juriſdiction under the Prince and 

e Bilhop of this Country: It con- 
tains 1500 Pariſhes, 17 Abbeys for Men 
who are Gentlemen, and 11 for Ladies, 52 
Baronies, and a great Number of Comtez 
and Seigneuries, and ſeveral wall'd Towns; 
the chief of which are, Tongrec, Huy, 
Maybe, Verviers, Haſſelt, Dinant, Ft. Tron, 
Boulton, Vizette, Ceney, Thuin, Florenne, 


Stavelo, Malmedy, Bilſen, Foumay, Bon- 


helon, with 3 other leſſer Burghs. 
THe Eſtates of this little Country are 
three. The firſt, is the Chapter of Liege; 
the ſecond, is the Gentry of the Country; 
the third, the Deputies of the little Towns. 
The firſt holds its Aſſembly in the Chapter- 


Houſe of the Cathedral, the ſecond in a 
H 4 Room 


o a ON mn e , 
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Room appointed for them in the Prince's 
Palace, and the third, in the Town-Houſe, 
They have always their Deputies about the 
Prince, to repreſent Grievances from the 
Country; and when they are obliged to meet 
as three Eſtates, the Prince may ſend four 
Deputies to fit among them, who have no 
Vote, but are there only to rake care of the 
Prince's Intereſt : Each Eſtate has its Secre- 
tary; they are ſeldom aſſembled, except to 
raiſe Taxes for the Service of the Province, 
or upon an Emergency, where the Deputies 
about the Prince are not fully inſtructed ; 
which often happens in Time of War. 

THE Prince hath a Privy-Council, where 
his Chancellor preſides, and ten Counſellors 
appointed by the Prince. 

THERE is alſo a Council of Finances, or 
a Treaſury, where the Chancellor alſopreſides, 
with a Treaſurer-General, and as many As- 
ſiſtants as the Prince thinks fit. 

THERE is a Court, who are Judges in 
all criminal and civil Cauſes, cempoſed of 14 
Gentlemen, who arenominated by the Prince; 
and there is another Court, which is a con- 
troul upon them; the one half named by 
the Prince, and the other half by the three 


_ Eſtates. 


T H E Sovereign Feudal Court is compoſed 
like that of Bruſſels, of a Preſident, who is 
always the chief Nobleman of the Country, 

a Vice- 
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a Vice-Preſident, 12 Counſellors, a Preſident 
and Fiſcal. 

THE other leſſer Courts are likewiſe as at 
Bruſſels. 

T H1s Country is not ſo beautiful as that 
about Bruſſels, being in many Parts hilly 
and barren, which produce Iron, Lead, Mar- 
ble, and Sea-Coal; of which laſt they ſend 
vaſt Quantities all over the Country, 

FROM Liege I went to Huy, which is 
ſituated on the Meuſe, half way between 
Liege and Namur, being tive Leagues from 
each, and is in Poſſeſſion of the Prince of 


Liege. 

| ＋ HOUGH here are 14 Pariſhes, with 
Abbeys and Convents of almoſt every Or- 
der, there is ſcarce any thing worthy of 
the Curioſity of a Traveller, except the Col- 
legiate Church dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
and reported to have been firſt built by St. 
 Materne, a Diſciple of St. Peter's; but a- 
bout the Year 1050, the City and Church 
being totally deſtroy'd by Fire, Theoduzn, 
Biſhop of Liege, cauſed it to be re- built 
with greater Magnificence, and augmented 
the Number of its Prebends to 30. The 
Government of this Church is lodged in a 
Provoſt, who is always a Canon of the Ca- 
thedral ar Liege, a Dean, a Chanter, a 
Teacher, and a Treaſurer. LTH | 


THz 
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THE Abbey of Nuns, of the Order of 
Citeaux, was founded in the Year 1202, 
by Albertus, Count of Moha This No- 
bleman had only two Sons, who were both 
very young, and being carry'd by their Fa- 
ther to ſee a Tournament, where all the Per- 
ſons of Diſtinction in the Country made their 
Appeararice, they were extreamly delight- 
ed with the Splendor of the Spectacle, and 
would likewiſe imitate this Manner of Fight- 
ing; but being unſkilful in the handling of 
Arms, they kill'd one another with their 
Launces ; by which unhappy Accident the 
Count's Family being extinct, he laid out all 
his Wealth in founding of Convents and o- 
ther religious Uſes. 

I muſt not omit telling you, that at Hay 
there is the chief and firſt Church and Con- 
vent of the famous Order of the Croſeers, 
in which the General is obliged to reſide: 
It was inſtituted by Theodore of Celles, a 
Canon of the Cathedral at Liege, who was 
buried here, and according to the abſurd 
Superſtition of the Romi ſh Church, his Re- 
liques are worſhipped with the higheſt Ve- 
neration. | 

THE French took this Town in 1675, 
and diſmantled it. 

THE Biſhop of Liege fortify'd it again. 

THE French inveſted it in December, 
1692, with 16 or 18000 Men, when the 


Baron of Beneſſe was Governor; but were 
ſo 
2. go 
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ſo well receiv'd by the Garriſon, that they 
retir'd till July, 1693, when it was again 
inveſted by the Duke of Luxemburg and 
the Count 4 Harcourt, and after two Days 
Attack the Garriſon mutiny'd againſt the 
Governor, ſo that he was oblig'd to ſurrender, 

NEXT Year the Confederates laid Siege 
to it under the Direction of Prince T*/erclas 
de Tilly, the Duke of Holſtein Ploen, Baron 
Heyden, and Major-General Cohorn. The 
French ſurrender'd the Town immediately, 
on Condition that the Garriſon ſhould retire 

into the Caſtle, and that neither the Caſtle 

ſhould Fire upon the City, nor the City 
upon the Caſtle; after which the Attacks 
were carry'd on againſt the Caſtle for ten 
Days with ſuch Fury, that on the 27th of 
September the Governor beat a Parley, and 
capitulated on Condition, Thatthe Garriſon 
ſhould march out with their Arms and other 
Baggage, Drums beating, Colours flying, 
and Match lighted at both Ends; that Boats 
ſhould be granted for the Sick and Wounded, 
and the reſt to march a Foot under a ſafe 
Convoy to Namur. By the Reduction of 
this Place the French were totally expell'd 
out of the Dioceſe of Liege. 

THE French however put a Garriſon into 
it at the beginning of the late War; but in 
Auguſt, 1703, the Duke of Marlborough 
came before it, and took both City and Ci- 
tadel in nine Days time, making the Gar- 

riſon, 
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riſon, conſiſting of 900 Men, Priſoners of War. 

The French beſieged it again on May 28, 
1705, when M. Cronſiroom was Governor. 
The Town ſurrender'd upon honourable 


Terms in two Days time, but the Caſtle held 


out till the 8th of Zane, when the Garriſon 
ſtood a Storm, and was made Priſoners of 
War. 

ON the gth of next Month, the Duke of 
Marlborough and Monſieur Auverquerque 
befieged, and re-took it, taking the Forts 
Picard and Red Fort by Storm; upon 
which the Garriſon of the Caſtle, confiſting of 
600 Men, commanded by the Sieur de 
St. Pierre, a Brigadier, ſurrender'd Priſoners 
of War, By the Treaty of Utrecht, it was 
garriſon'd by the Dutch, with Conſent of 


the Elector of Cologne; but in 1718, they 


demoliſh'd all the Out-works, and gave it to 
the ſaid Elector. 

FROM Huy I ſet out for Namur, which 
gives its Name to the Country wherein it 
is fitu ated, and receives it from an Idol 
called Nam, by which Neptune was re- 
preſented, This Idol uſed to reſolve Que- 
ſtions, and talk frequently, but ws ſilenced 
by St. Matern, and from this was called 
Nammutum, which, by Proceſs of Time, is 
corrupted into Namurcum. This the Peo- 


ple here as firmly believe, as you and I be- 
lieve 
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lieve that our Saviour made the Dumb 
ſpeak. | | 
THE Country of Namur, to give 
you a brief Deſcription of it, is but twelve 
Leagues in Length, and ten in Breadth, a 
barren mountainous Country, and full of 
Foreſts ; it abounds in Lead, Coal, and Iron 
Mines, Quarreys of all forts of Marble, and 
white and blue Stones. 

T HE County of Namur contains Na- 
mur, which is the Capital City, Charleroy, 
Charlemont, Marienbourgh, Bouvigue, and 
 Walcourt, with about 118 Villages; and 
its Rivers are the Mae ſe, the Sambre, and 
the Mehaigne. 

THE Clergy, the Nobility, and the Re- 
preſentatives of the ſeveral Towns, compoſe 
the three Eſtates of the Province of Namur. 
The Biſhop of Namur is Chief of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Body, and the Governor of the 
Province, Chief of the Nobility. Every 
Eſtate elects its Deputies, who meet at Na- 
mur, but the whole Body of the three 
Eſtates never aſſemble but by expreſs Order 
from their Sovereign. 

TH 1s Province was erected into a Coun- 
ty ſo early as the Year 800, when Charle- 
main conferr'd it on Naymo, Duke of Ba- 
Varia. 

THE City of Namur is ſituated between 


two Mountains, where the Maeſè and Sam- 
18 —_—_ bre 
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bre fall into one another. Beſides its Forti— 
ficat ions, which are very ſtrong, it is defend- 
ed by an almoſt impregnable Citadel, which 
ſtands on a high ſteep Rock like that at ter- 
ling in Scotland, and is environ'd by 12 
Forts, all well fortify'd. 

T HE Cathedral Church here, which is de- 
dicated to St. Aubin, is but a very indifferent 
Edifice. On the chief Altar is the Epitaph 
of Don John of Auſtria, Governor of Flan- 
ders, ever famous for the Victory at Lepau- 
to, when being Admiral in Chief over the 
Confederate Fleets of ſeveral Chriſtian States, 
he utterly deſtroy'd the whole Turkiſh Navy, 

THE Chapter conſiſts of twenty Canons ; 
its Dignitaries are, a Provoſt, a Dean, two 
Archdeacons, a Chanter, a Teacher, a Pe- 
nitentiary, an Arch-Prieſt and nine Gra- 
duates. 

HERE is a Collegiate Church dedicated 
to our Lady, four Pariſh Churches, fix Con- 
vents for Men, ſeven Convents for Women, 
but not one of them is hardly worth caſting 
an Eye upon, except the Jeſuit's Church, 
which attones for the Meanneſs of the others, 
and is a charming Piece of Work: It is built 
all of red and black Marble, ſupported by 
ten very large Pillars alſo of black Marble z 
but above all, it's noble Frontiſpiece ſtrikes 
the Traveller with Pleaſure and Admira- 


tion. 
THE 
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THE only Place beſides worth mention- 
ing, is the Court of the Sovereign, which is 
a large beautiful Square, and the Manſion of 

the Governor of the Province. | 
Tu E Magiſtracy of Namur is renewed 


every Year on St. Andrew's Day, and con- 


fiſts of a chief Mayor, whoſe Othce is per- 
petual, of a Burgomaſter, a Deputy Mayor, 
ſix Aldermen, two of whom are Noblemen, 
two Lawyers,and two Burghersof the Town, 
two Recorders, and the four Wardens of the 
Companies, = 

THE other Tribunal, which 1s called the 
Sovereign Bailiage, is compoſed of fix Law- 
yers, who give Judgment in feudal Caſes, 
and the Governor is Preſident, 

In May 1692, the French King with 
45000 Men, being cover'd by the Duke of 
Luxemburg with 60000, beſieged and took 
this City, the great Rains having ſo ſwell'd 
the Rivers, that King William, who was on 
the March to relieve it, cou'd not paſs 
them. The City ſurrender'd in 11 Days 
time on good Terms, after they had ſuſtain'd 
three Aſſaults of 25000 Men each. The 
Caſtle, which held out almoſt a Month longer, 
likewiſe obtain'd honourable Conditions ; 
the Governors of the Town and Citadel be- 
ing the Prince of Braban pon, and the Dutch 
General Cohorn, who was dangerouſly 
wounded, The French King made the 

Count 
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Count de Guiſcard Governor of both; the 
Conqueſt of which coſt him very dear. 
Ix 1695, King William, notwithſtanding 
his juſt Grief for the Death of his excellent 
Princeſs Queen Mary, return'd to Flanders, 


and on the 3d of July, N. S. inveſted this 


City. The Elector of Bavaria, Prince Vau- 
demont, Duke of Wirtemburg, the Duke of 
Holſtein Ploen, Major-General Ramſey, Ge- 
neral Fagel, the Lord Cutts, General Sutton, 
Colonel Mackarty, Baron Heyden, tlie Earl 
of Rochfort, and the Earl of Athlone, com- 
manded at this Siege. The Garriſon con- 
ſiſted of eight Regiments of Dragoons, twenty 
Batallions, a Regiment of Horſe, and ſeveral 
great Officers, a Company of Volunteers, one 
of Canoniers, another of Miners, and a Bri- 
gade of Engineers, conſiſting of all the beſt, 
both general and inferior Officers, and all 
the Choice and Flower of the Troops of 
France. And as the French, ſince their laſt 
Conqueſt of it, had omitted nothing that the 
Induſtry of Human Art could invent, to ren- 
der it impregnable by new Fortifications and 
additional Outworks, it was then look d up- 
on as one of the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes of the 
Lou Countries: Beſides, it was furniſh'd 
with 120 Cannon, 8 Mortars, 12000 Grena- 
does, Bullets and Bombs without Number, 
130000 Weight of Powder, 16000 Muskets, 
and great Store of other Arms, 100000 


Crowns in ready Money, and Proviſions for 
6 Months, 


Auſtrian Netherlands. 113 


6 Months, notwitliſtanding which the Con- 
federates took the Town, which capitulated on 
the 4th of Auguſt following. Villeroy advan- 
cing as if he would riiſe the Siege of the Ca- 
ſtle, paſſed by Bruſſels, and threw near 2000 
Bombs into the City, with a great Number 
of red hot Bullets, ſo that whole Streets in the 
middle and moſt populous Parts of this City 
were laid into Aſhes, there being, as 'twas 
conjectured, 1500 Houſes ruined or defac'd, 
and amongſt the reſt the Town-Hall.theKing's 
Houſe, and ſome other publick Houſes in 
the Piazza, beſides Churches and Convents. 
All this was pretended as a Repriſal for the 
Confederate Fleet's bombarding Dunkirk, 
but with a real View to retard the Siege of 
the Caſtle of Namur, which was, however, 
carry'd on with ſuch Vigour, that it capitu- 
lated on the 1ſt of September in Sight of the 
French Army of 100000 Men, commanded 
by Mareſchal Y7/leroy, after a moſt vigorous 
Defence by Mareſchal Boufflers,who was ar- 
reſted by way of Fepriſal for the French de- 
taining the Garriſons of Diæmude and 
Deinſe contrary to Capitulations. King 
William often expoſed himſelf by viſiting 
the Trenches, where Mr. Godfrey, Brother 
to Sir Edmond-Bury Godfrey, was kill'd, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel 4* Eck had an Arm ſhot 
off not far from his Majeſty. The ſaid 
Mr. Godfrey was Deputy-Governor of the 
Bank of England, and came to the Camp 
1 to 


The Engliſh of Note kill'd and wounded were, 
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to wait upon h's Majeſty about Money for 
the Payment of the Ariny. 


IE 
Colonel Courthop, 
Captain Mitebel of the Guards. 


WOUNDED. 
Lord Cutts, 
Sir Matthew Bridges, Lieut. Col. 
Colonel Evans, 
Colonel Windſor, 
Colonel Stanhope, 
Mr. Thompſon, eldeſt Son t to Ld. . bomp ſon. 


ACERTAIN Hiſtorian of that Time, 
after giving a particular and exact Account 
of this glorious Siege, concludes, that if 
Homer had been to have taken this City 
with his Agamemnon's, Ajax's and Achil- 
tes's, it wou'd have caus'd him to double 
the Number of his 1/;ads. The French Gar- 
riſon was reduc'd to 4900 Men, of whom 
2000 were either ſick, wounded or lame. 
It was obſerv'd that the French King had 
cauſed this Infcription to be ſet up over one 
of the Gates. 

Reddi, non vinci poteſt. 

AFTER the Death of King Charles Il. 
of Spain, the Frencb ſeiz'd it with the reſt 
of the Netherlands. 


IN 
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IN 1704, the Dutch Army under Au- 
verquerque bombarded it from the 26th of 
July to the 29th, and deſtroy'd great Part 
of the City; but the French kept the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it till the Treaty of Utrecht, when 
the County, Town and Caſtle were given to 
the States-General to ſerve as their Barrier a- 
gainſt France, the Elector of Bavaria be- 
ing to remain in Poſſeſſion of the Sovereignty 
and Revenues, and the Town to contribute 
their Quota to the Maintenance of the Dxutch 
Troops and Fortifications. 
WIILE I was ſo near Ramellies, 
which is not above 11 Miles from this 
Place to the North, I had a great Curioſity 
to go and ſee that little Village, render'd 
ſo famous to all Poſterity by a compleat 
and glorious Victory obtain'd there on 
Whitſunday the 12th of May, O. S. in 
the Year 1706, by the Duke of Mar/bo- 
rough and Monſieur Auverquerque, over the 
Duke of Bavaria and Mareſchal Villeroy, 
which was of ſuch Importance, as was fol- 
low'd by the Submiſſion and Reduction of 
almoſt all the Netherlands in two Months 
time. It lies at the Head of the River 
Gheete, about a Mile and half to the 
North of the River Mehazgne, which In- 
terval was the Theatre of that ever memora- 
ble Battle, the French being there incamp'd 
with above 140 Squadrons, among which 


were the Troops of the French King's 
41 Houſhold, 
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 Houthold, and 76 Batallions, there being 
at Ramellies it {elf above 20 Batallions in- 
trench'd, and defended by a Battery ot 12 
Pieces of treble Cannon. | 
THE Danes, who joined the Army 


but that Morning, began the Attack, and 


were led on by the Duke of Marlborough 


in Perſon. 


TE Left Wing of the Confederate Army, 
where the Dutch were poſted, began the 
Attack about I'wo o' Clock in the After- 
noon, with 4 Batallions, upon a French 
Brigade of Foot, poſted on the Mehazgre, 
Monſieur 4 Auverguergue charging at the 
ſame time with the Horſe. The Succeſs 
was doubtful for half an Hour, which the 
Duke of Marlborough perceiving, order'd 
the reſt of the Horſe of the Right Wing 
(except the Engliſh, who were 17 Squa- 
drons) to ſupport thoſe on the Lett. Here, 
while the Duke was rallying ſome, and 
giving Orders to others to Charge, he was 
twice in very great Danger; one time be- 
ing ſingled out by ſeveral of the moſt re- 
ſolute of the Noah King's Houſhold 
Troops, and being diſmounted, they had 
kill'd or taken him, had not the Duke of 
Argyle, Major General Murray, and others, 
come ſeaſonably to his Reſcue, and repuls'd 
them, while Captain Moleſworth, one of his 
Aids de Camp, bravely ran the Hazard of 

his 
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his own Life in ſaving the Duke's, by 
throwing himſelf off of his Horſe to re- 
mount his General. After this his Grace 
had ſtill a greater Eſcape; for having a 
Horſe ſhot under him, while he was re- 
mounting, Colonel Bzngfeld, his Gentle. 
man of the Horſe, had his Head taken off 
with a Cannon Ball. 

Lieutenant General Schults, with 12 
Batallions of Foot, attack'd the Village of 
Ramellies, and forc'd it, after a vigorous 
Refiſtance, The. Enemies Right Wing of 
Horſe being entirely. defeated by our Left, 


the Horſe of our Left fell upon the Foot 


of their Right, cutting to pieces 20 of 
their Batallions, and taking their Colours 
and Cannon. The reſt of their Foot alſo 


being intirely broke, the Horſe of their 


Left Wing ſeem'd to make a Stand, to gain 
time for their Foot to retire, but were 
charg'd with ſuch 3ravery by the Engliſh 
Horſe, that they intirely abandon'd their 
Foot in the Village of Autregliſe, where 
our Dragoons made a terrible Slaughter of 
them, and the French King's own Regiment 
of Foot, call'd the Regiment 4% Foy, 
begg'd for Quarter, and deliver d up their 


Arms and Colours to the Lord John Hay's 


Regiment of Scots Dragoons, while the 
Blue Guards and Dopf's Dragoons broke 


the Troops of the French King's Houſhold. 
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The Enemy were purſued till One of Clock 
in the Morning from Four in the After- 
noon, when they firſt gave Ground, as 
far as Melare, 5 Leagues from Ramelltes, 
and but two from Louvain, by General 
Auverquerque, who with a Detachment. 
of Dutch Troops took above 4000 Priſo- 
ners in the Purſuit. 

The French were ſupposd to have loſt 
8coo Men ſlain on the Field of Battle, 
among whom were the Prince de Monbagon 
and Prince Maximilian; and about 6000 
Priſoners, 1n which Number were the Major 
Generals Megieres and Palaviciui, the 
Marquis de Bar, Brigadier General of Horſe, 
the Marquis de Nonaut, Brigadier General 
of Foot; the Marquis de /a Baume, Son 
of Mareſchal Tallard; M. de Montmorency, 
a Nephew of the late Duke of Luxemburg, 
the Count de Horn, a Lieutenant General, 
the Lord Clare, a Major General, who 
dy'd ſoon after of his Wounds, and ſeveral 
other Officers of Diſtinction. They alſo 
loſt 63 Colours and 26 Standards, go pieces 
of Cannon, all their Arms and Ammuni- 
tion, the Kettle Drums and Standards of 
the Troops of the Houſhold, all their Car- 
riazes, Bread Waggons, Pontons and Bag- 
gage, and all that belong'd to the Train of 
their Army. Theſe Colours and Stan- 
dards were afterwards carry'd in Proceſſion 
thro' the City of London, and hung up - 

the 
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the Hotel de Ville, or Guild-hall, as thoſe 


taken at B/enheim were in that of Weſt- 
minſter. 2 

THE Allies had 1066 Men, of whom 
32 were Officers, kill'd, and about 2600, 
of whom 282 were Officers, wounded. 
Among the former were Prince Lewis of 
Heſſe-Caſſel, 1 Count, Colonel Murray, 


jun. and 8 other Colonels, Lieutenant 


Colonel Baker, 3 Majors, 5 Captains of 
Horſe and 4 of Foot, one Cornet, 2 En- 
ſigns and an Adjutant. Among the latter 
were the Colonels Fabrice, Srravenmoor,la 
Rocque and Servier, Major Count Vander- 


nath, Major Larny, and Major St. Poll, 


(both mortally) Major Swerin, who was 
allo taken Priſoner, Major Cunningham, 
M. van Berghem, Captain of Horſe, and 
M. Sutherland, Captain of Foot. 

THE States General were acquainted 
of this Victory by the Adjutant General 


de IVaſſenaer, {ent from Monſieur de Au- 


verquer que, and by Colonel de Chanc los, 
ſent from the Duke of Marlborough. His 


Grace alſo pitch'd upon Colonel Richarde, 
to bring over the News of this Victory to 


Secretary Harley. 

I T was confels'd, that the Bravery of 
the Britiſh Officers and Troops in this 
Action, tho' very great, was equall'd by 
the Dutch, whoſe Deputics were that Day 

I 4 on 
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on Horſeback from two o' Clock in the 
Morning till ten at Nig't, and Monſieur 
de Auverquerque was in very imminent 
Danger of his Life as well as the Duke of 
Marlborough; for beſides the common Ha- 
zards of the Battle, a Bavarian Officer, 
whoſe Life he had preſerv'd out of meer 
Generoſity, wou'd have kill'd him, had 
not ſome of his Retinue prevented the 
Blow, and ſhot the baſe Ruſfian dead. But 
I had like to have paſs'd over one very re- 
markable Particular relating to the Lord 
John Hay, who when he had made the 
French King's own Regiment of Foot, 
conſiſting of 1200 Men, Priſoners, and took 
their Arms and Colours, in ordcr to pre- 


vent the neceſſity of ſetting a ſtrong 


Guard over them, to hinder their run- 
ning away, he made every Man of 'em 
cut a piece out of the Waſtband of his 
Breeches, which oblig'd 'em to ewpioy one 
Hand in keeping them up; in which Po- 
ſture they march'd with only 25 Dregoons, 
and a Serjcant, for their Guard. The 
Enemy's Confuſion after this Battle, and 
their precipitate Retreat, was inexpreſſible; 
for the Sieur s'Gravenmoor, who, being 
taken Priſoner when they broke thro' our 
firſt Line, was an Eye Witneſs of it, re- 
ported, that the Elector of Bavaria (not- 
withſtanding his great Courage and Bra- 


very) 
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very) and ſeveral other Generals, cou'd not 
forbear to ſhed Tears in his preſence. And 
it was believ'd upon the whole, that one 
half of the French troops that eſcap'd, 
deſerted their Colours. 


IH ſame Curioſity that carry'd me 


to Ramellies led me a few Miles by the 
ſame River Geete to the little convenient 
Town of Landen, famous for the Battle 
known alſo by the Name of Neerwznden, 
on the 19th of July, O. S. 1693. where 
the Dukes of Luxemburg, Villeroy and 
Berwick, with the French Army, atrack'd 
that commanded by the late King William 
and the Elector of Bavaria. The French 
advancing within Cannon- ſhot of the Con- 
felerates Camp, were Cannonaded with 
good Succeſs from Sun-riſe till fix o' Clock, 
when they advanc'd nearer the King's Re- 
trenchments; and the Duke of Berwzck, 
the Count de Montchevril, and M. de Ru- 
bantel attack'd the Right Wing, at the VII- 
lages of Lar and Neerwinden, with great 
Fury, but various Succeſs, having gain'd 


and loſt them once and again; but at 


length the Confederates, tho much infe- 


rior in Number, remain'd Maſters of thoſe 


Poſts. And here the Duke of Berwick 
was taken Priſoner. Then they attack'd 
our Left Wing at Neer landen; but after a 
very ſmart Fire on both Sides for two 

Hours, 
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Hours, in which the French gain'd and 
loſt the Advantage ſeveral times, they were 
entirely beaten there alſo; the Soldiers be- 
ing not a little animated by the preſence 
of King Hilliam, and of the Prince of 
Hanover his preſent Majeſty of Great 
Britain, and the Prince of Brandenburgh, 
now King of Pruſſia, Luxemburgh, with 
| ſeveral Brigades of freſh Men, attack'd 
the Village of Neerwznden a ſecond time 
with great Fury ; and after a long Diſpute, 
and ſeveral Repulſes, overpower'd the Con- 
federates with ſuch Numbers, that the 

retreated under the Conduct of the Prince 
of Naſſau in good Order, to Leude, un- 
purſued by the French. whoſe choiceſt 
Bodies being all cut to pieces, they paid ſo 
dear for this Victory, that they might very 
well fay with Pyrrhus King of Epirus, 
when compliment2d on his Succeſs againſt 
the Romans, That fuch another Battle 
wou'd quite ruin them. Ihe Eledor of 
Bavaria, who diſtingui:h'd himſelf on this 
occaſion, by giving the Enemy ſeveral Re- 
pulfes, had his Peruke burnt, and his Buft- 
coat ſhot thro' with two Musket Bullets; 
and his Majeſty King William, who did 
the Otfice of a private Soldier as well as 
Captain General, expos'd himſelf ſo much 
in running from Rank to Rank, and lead- 


ing on the Squadrons and Batallions Sword 
in 
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in hand, that tho' he chang'd his Cloaths, 
he narrowly eſcaped three Musket thots, 
one thro' his Peruke, which deafen'd him 
for a while; another thro' the Sleeve of 
his Coat, which did him no harm ; and the 
third carry'd off the Knot of his Scarf, 
and left a ſmall Contuſion in his Side. 
The kill'd and wounded on bot! Sides 
were computed at 30000, two thirds of 
which Number was charg'd to the French. 
The kiill'd of Note on the French fide, 
were the Count de Monchevreuil, a Lieu- 
tenant General, the Duke de Viſes, Prince 
Paul of the Houſe of Lorrain, Colonel 
of Horſe, the Marquis de Montfort, ditto. 
Three Brigadiers of Horſe, two of Foot; 
Count de Gaſſion, Enſign of the Guards, 
Count of Guzche, Colonel of Foot, the 
Marquis de Chanvallon, Lord Lucan, alias 
Sarsfield, Camp Marſhal, Marquis of Mon- 
trevel, Brigadier, Marquis de Tracy, Of. 
ficer of the Guards, the Sieurs de Lignery 
and Bolen, the Chevalier Roſen, and ſeve- 
ral other Colonels. and Captains. The 
wounded on the ſame Side were the Duke 
of Bourbon, Duke of Montmorency, Lux- 
emburgh'sSon,and Camp-Marſhal, Prince of 
Conti, the Mareſchal de Joyeuſe, Prince Paul 
of Lorrain's Son, who was a Lieutenant 
of Horſe; the Prince de la Rocheguion, 
Duke de Baurnonville, Colonel 0 
ens 
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Gens d' Arms (who dy'd of his Wounds) 
the Marquis de la Villeguiers, the Mar- 
quis ae Fochefort, the Sieur de Sarllant, 
Captain of the Guards, the Sieur % Tracy, 
Count of Grand Pie, Colonel of Foot, 
and Monſieur de Furville, Colone] of one 
of the King's Regiments. The Priſoners of 
Note taken from them were the Duke of 
Berwick, Lieutenant General, Duke of 
$f. Srmeon, beſides ſeveral other Officers 
and Perſons of Note. 

THE Perſons of chief Note that fell on 
the Side of the Confederates, were the 
Prince of Brahangon, Baron 4'Offener, 
Lieutenant General of the Hanoverians ; 
the Sieur Fagel, Brigadier; Major General 
£orche of Hanover, and Colonel MWieſel. 

THEIR Great Men wounded were 
the Lord Portland (the late Earl) Count 
de Solmes, Lieutenant General of the 
Dutch, who had his Leg ſhot off; jor 
General Oorth of Hanover; Baron de Hey 
der; Count d' Arco, General of the Cuz- 
rafters; Don Domingo Pignatelli, Camp- 
Maſter of Horſe ; Don Alexanaro de GU 
mar, ditto; Colonel de Bay: Colonel 
Aytva, his Leg ſhot off; and Don Louis 
de Borgia, Camp. Maſter of Horſe. 

In this Action the late Duke of Ormond, 
Castain of King Williams Guards, and 
Lieuten int General, was wounded, and 


alſo 
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alſo taken Priſoner, together with the Sicur 
de Zuyleſtein, Lieutenant General; the 
dieur de $cravenmoor (who was allo ſlight- 
ly wounded) the Count de Brouay, Ser- 
jeant Major of the Battalia; the Count de 
Lippe, and ſome other Colonels. 

Int French Officers not mention'd, who 
had a Share in this Action, were the Mar- 
quis de Crequi, Marſhal de Camp; and the 
Marquis de Feuquieres, Lieutenant Gene- 
ral; the Count de Solre, Marſhal de Camp; 
M. de Rubantel, Lieutenant General; Ba- 
ron de Breſley; the Duke de Roquelaure, 
and the Count de Mar/in, Marſhals de 
Camp; the Sieurs de Vatteville and Buſca, 
Lieutenant Generals; the Dukes 4 Elbeuf 
and Chartres; the Chevalier de Bezons, 
Marſhal de Camp; Brigadier Reynolds; the 
Count de Guiſcard; the Marquis de Har. 
court, KC. | | 

Up oN the whole, as 'twas obſerv'd be- 
fore, tho the French magnify'd and boaſt- 
ed of this Victory, never a F ield of Battle 
coſt them ſo dear; for tho' they took more 
Priſoners than we did, yet the Number of 
their ſlain and wounded was much greater 
than ours; for all the King's Houthold 
Troops, with the French and Sw2/5 Guards, 
cou'd not have been more gall-d than the 
were by the terrible Fire which the Con- 
federates made for ſix Hours from their 

great 
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great Guns and Muskets, inſomuch that 
they ſent Sooo wounded to Namur, not 
reckoning thoſe they ſent to other Places ; 
and it was computed they had above 800 
Officers wounded, and a greater Number 
ſlain : And I remember it was thought a 
juſt Obſervation of the Politicians of that 
time, that this Battle was ſo far from be- 
ing a Diſadvantage to the Confederates, 
that it gave a Check to a vaſtly ſuperior 
Army, which was in a fair way to have 
ſwallow'd up the reſt of the King of Hains 
Towns in the Low-Conuntrzes, to have re- 
duc'd Liege to the Dominion of France, 
and to have ſtruck a Terror into the very 
Frontiers of Holland, But as it prov'd, 
they gain'd a Victory not much leſs fatal 
than an abſolute Defeat ; and were not able 
to make any further Progreſs that Cam- 
paign. 

Tu French obtain'd ſuch another 
dear-bought Victory about three Years be- 
fore this at the famous Abbey of Fleurs, 
which is not above 10 Miles from Namur 
to the Weſt. The Battle was fought be- 


tween the French, commanded by the 


ſame Duke of Luxemburgh, and the Dutch 
under Prince H/aldeck, on the 4th of 
June, 1690, 
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THE Spaniards hearing that the Duke 
intended to paſs the Sambre and lay their 
Country under Contribution, preſs'd Prince 


| Walaeck to keep them beyond that River; 


whereupon the Prince order'd the Counts of 
Berlo and Flodorp to advance and hinder 
their paſling it: But when they came to 
this Village with ſeveral Regiments of Horſe, 
they found good Part of their Army already 
come over, who immedaately furprized the 
Count in Front and Rear, and fo vigoroutly 
charg'd him, that he there loſt his Life, as 
did alſo Major Caſtelan, and ſome other Of- 
ficers. Count Flodorp was fo far advanc'd 
too, that he could not help fighting, but was 
over-power'd by Numbers, and retir'd to 
Count Mebbenum, when being joyn'd by 
his Detachment, they vigoroully repuls'd the 
Enemy's purſuing Squadrons. But this was 
only a Prelude to the general Engigement on 
the 4th, which was the next Day. The 
States Army conſiſted but of 25000 Men, 
the Spanztards being not yet come up; and 
the French Army was 45000, of whoſe 
Strength Prince Waldecł, it ſeems, was 
not rightly inform'd, or probably he would 
not have ventur'd a Battle with ſuch a ſupe- 


rior Number. However, having reſolv'd 


upon it, he gave the Command of the Right 
Wing to the Prince of Naſſau, General of 
the Hor e. accompany'd by Lieutenant Ge- 


neral de Huby, a Spaniard, and the Prince 


of 
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great Guns and Muskets, inſomuch that 
they ſent Sooo wounded to Namur, not 
reckoning thoſe they ſent to other Places ; 
and it was computed they had above 800 
Officers wounded, and a greater Number 
ſlain: And I remember it was thought a 
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time, that this Battle was ſo far from be- 
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dear-bought Victory about three Years be- 
fore this at the famous Abbey of Fleurus, 
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the 4th, which was the next Day. The 
States Army conſiſted but of 25000 Men, 
the Spanzards being not yet come up; and 
the French Army was 45000, of whoſe 
Strength Prince Waldeck, it ſeems, was 
not rightly inform'd, or probably he would 
not have ventur'd a Battle with ſuch a ſupe- 
rior Number. However, having reſolv'd 
upon 1t, he gave the Command of the Right 


Wing to the Prince of Naſſau, General of 
the Hor e. accompany'd by Lieutenant Ge- 


neral de Huby, a Spaniard, and the Prince 
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of Berdenfield, He committed the Left 
Wing and main Battalia to the Prince of 
Friefland. and Marſhal de Camp, and to 


the Lieutenant- Generals Alva and Webbe- 


uum. The Dukes de Luxemburg and 
Main attack'd the Left Wing at the ſame 
time in Front, Flank and Rear, charg'd the 
firſt Line of the Right Wing, and being con- 
tinually reliev'd with freſh Numbers, the 


Dutch Horſe were broken and diſpers'd ; 


but *rwas ſaid that never did any Foot per- 
form ſuch Wonders as theirs; for after they 
were forſaken by the Horſe, they alone 
ſuſtain'd the Attacks of the Enemy's Foot 
and Horſe too, and tho' charg'd in Front, 
Flank, and Rear at the ſame time, cou'd not 
be broken. They ſuffer'd the Enemy's 
Squadrons to approach within Piſtol-ſhot, 
and then let fly at them with ſuch Aim 
and Succeſs, that whole Squadrons together 
ſeem'd to ſink into the Ground. They did 
ſuch Execution, that the Eneiny were terri- 
ty'd and fled ſo ſoon as they ſaw them only 
preſent their Muſkets, and therefore they 
permitted them to retire in good Order, with- 
out offering to purſue them. This Bravery 
of the Dutch Infantry, and the Cowardice 
of their Horſe, made the Duke of Luxem- 
burg lay, that the Dutch Foot had out- 


done the Wonders perform'd by the Spa- 


niards at the Battle of Rocroy, and that it 
I was 
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was for Prince Waldec to remember the 
French Horſe, while himſelf ſhou'd never for- 
get the Dutch Infantry. The Fight was as 
tedious as it was obſtinate, for it laſted till 7 
o' Clock in the Evening. The Victory coſt 
the French above 12000 Men, kill'd, woun- 
ded, and taken Priſoners. The Gendarmery 
of the King's Horſe was totally ruin'd; for 
out of 12 Squadrons, which it conſiſted of 
before the F ight, there were but 6 left. 
They loſt above 1200 Officers, among them, 
the Count de Gourna, and the Sieur de 
Met, both Lieutenant-Generals, and the 
Count de Seaux, Colonel of the Regiment 
of Champaign. They allo loſt 32 Colours, 
of which two were taken by the Prince of 
Frieſland's own Hands. | 

As for the Duteh Army, they loſt 
4600 kill'd on the Spot, a great many woun- 
. ded, and two or three thouſand Priſoners, 
many of which eſcap'd Home againſoon, by 
Favour of the Sw2/s in the French Army. 
They loſt ſeveral Cannon, becauſe the Wag- 
goners cut their Harneſs to facilitate their 
Flight. The Perſons of chief Note kill'd on 
their Side were, the Prince of Saxon-Marſ- 
purgh, the Count of Stirum, one of the 
young Counts of Naſſau, the Baron de 
Heide, beſides ſeveral Colonels, Captains, 
and interior Officers. 
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WHEN the States Deputies afterwards 
review'd their Army, they gave every Foot 
Soldier three Franks, as a Reward of their 
Bravery, but not a Doit to the Horſe, be- 
cauſe they were accuſed of not having done 
their Duty. 

BEIN by this time weary of traverſing the 
bloody Fields of Mars, and Namur affording 
no Diverſions, I was glad to leave it, and in 
three Hours, over a wild Country, reach'd 


Charleroy. 55 
IT EIsS Town is ſituated on the Sambre 


at an equal Diſtance from Mons and Namur, 
and is called Charleroy, in Honour of 
Charles II. of Spain. 1 

It is divided into three Quarters, called, 
The High and Low Town, and that between 
the Towns. Theſe ſeparate Quarters are 
all very ſtrongly fortify'd, and can hinder 
the Approach of an Army, by laying the 
adjacent Country under Water with their 
Sluices. | | 

THE chief Commerce of Charleroy, is 
Nails, Cannon, and other Iron-work ; the 
middle Quarter being full of Melting-houſes, 
Mills, Forges, Sc. does not look very unlike 
Birmingham in England. 

THERE is nothing here but the Fortifi- 
cations worth mentioning; indeed, the Capu- 


chins have a Convent in the lower Town, 
| whoſe 
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wlioſe Church is a pretty Structure, and 
well adorn'd, 

THE Opanzards having demoliſh'd the 
Parochial Church of St. Chriſtopher, the 
late King of France re- built it, and dedica- 
ted it to his Name-ſake St. Lewis jointly 
with St. Chriſtopher ; but there is nothing 
admirable about it. 

THE Magiſtracy here conſiſts of a Bailiff, 
a Mayor, ſeven Aldermen, and a Recorder, 
who are all nominated by the Prince of 
Iſenghien. 

STRADA, in his Hiſtory de Bello 
Belgico, ſays of theſe Countrys, In alias 
Terras peregrinari Mars, hic ſedem fe- 
ciſſe videtur : And fo frequently has this 
Country been the Seat of War, that there is 
not a Town of any conſequence but has ſe- 
veral times been taken and re-taken, and this 
Place no leſs than five times fince its firſt 
building, which was about the Year 1666. 

THE French took it in 1667, before the 
Spaniards had ſcarce fortify'd it, and they 
made it one of the ſtrongeſt Places in the Ne- 
therlands, becauſe of its important Situation 
on the Frontiers of Namur, Brabant, and 
 Hainault, Twas confirm'd to them b 
the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, in 1668, but 
they reſtor'd it by that of Nimeguen, in 
1678, after the Prince of Orange had twice 
beſieged it in vain, in 1672 and 1677. 
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IN 1692, the French bombarded it with 
ſo much Fury, that they ſpent about 25000 
Bombs, and beſtow'd 18000 great Shot upon 
the Town for five Days together, yet burnt 
no more than 40 Houſes in the Lower Town. 
They then intended a Siege, but fearing too 
wah Oppolition, they deterr'd 1t till the 
next Year, when they were ſo provok'd by 
a Salley made by the Garriſon, in which 
they demoliſh'd the Lines the French had 
cait up to cover their Country, and rais'd 
Contributions to Maubeuge, that on the 31ſt 
of Auguſt the Count de Guiſcard and Mon- 
fieur Xzmenes inveſted and attack d it with 
great Fury; but the Beſieged, tho they had 
little or no Hopes of Relief, gallantly held 
out till the 1ſt of October, and then made 
an honourable Capitulation with the Mar- 
quis Filleroy and the Duke of Luxemburg. 

The French King gave the Command of the 
Town to Monſ. Boiſſeleau, who fo well de- 
fended Limerick in Ire land. 

Ir was reſtor'd with all its Artillery to the 
right Owners, by the Treaty of Ry/wick, 
in 1697, 

THE French ſeized it again after the 
Death of King Charles II. of Spain. 

BUT it was yielded to the Dutch by the 
Treaty of Utrecht, to ſerve as a Barrier, and 
was afterward given by them to the Em- 
peror, in whoſe Poſſeſſion it now is. It was 

| one 
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one of thoſe Towns (Namure and Luxem- 
burg being the two others) whoſe Sove- 
reiguty and Revenues were to be enjoy'd by 
the Elector of Bavaria, according to the 
Treaty of Utrecht, till his Electoral High- 

neſs was reſtored to the Territories which he 
poſleſs'd before the late War. 

WHILE I am here, I cannot omit to men- 
tion Valcourt, about nine Miles to the 
South, the Metropolis of the Country be- 
tween the Maeſe and the Sambre, but of 
chief Note for the Victory obtain'd here by 
the Confederates over the French, Auguſt 15, 
1689, after a Battle, where the Earl of 
Marlborough, who commanded the Engliſh 
Forces, gave ſuch Relief to the Colonel that 
guarded the main Paſs, and ſuch a Check 
to the French, by the continual Fire he made 
upon them in Flank, as ſav'd our Army when 
they had like to have routed it. The French, 
under the Mareſchal 4 Hamzeres, attack'd 
the Town with great Reſolution for an Hour 
and half, but Prince Yaldeck and my Lord 
Marlborough oblig'd them to retire with 
Precipitation, after they had near 2000 Men 
kill'd and wounded. The Exgizfh, beſides 
thoſe of leſs Note, loſt Lieutenant-Colonel 
Grimes. The French took the Town how- 
ever that Year, and kept it till 1697, when 
it was reſtor'd to Spain by the Treaty of 
Ryſwick, SERENE Tanty 
ö K 3 FROM 
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FROM Charleroy I went to Valenci- 
ennes, a Town ſituated in a delicious Valley 
on the River d cheld, which divides it. 

HERE are ſeveral very fine publick Build- 
ings, of which that called La Sale du Comte, 
is the moſt remarkable. The 'Town-Houſe 
here is a beautiful Piece of Work of Free- 
ſtone; its Frontiſpiece, whoſe Architecture 
is very regular and noble, is adorn'd with 
Pillars, Figures, and exquiſite Baſſo Re- 
lien . 

THE Market-Place here is very ſpacious, 
and on one Side of it is the Hall, a large 
magnificent Building. 8 IK 

Or the ſeveral Churches, Abbeys and 
Convents here, theſe are the only which me- 
rit the Obſervation of a Traveller, The 
Church conſecrated to our Lady, which is 
ſupported by three handſom Rows of Marble 
Pillars, under which you may walk round 
the Church. The Cloyſter and Church of 
the Regular Canons of the Order of St. Au- 
fiin, abound in Beauties; but above all, the 
Tube, which was built by Leuis XIV. 
and 1s a glorious Maſter-piece. In the Church 
of the Cordehiers, are the pompous Tombs 
of the Counts of Hainault and Valenciennes, 
which ſtrike you with Veneration, and are 
inferior to very few in Henry VII's. Chappel 
in Weſtminſter-Abbey. The Church of 
St. Peter, which joins to the Town-Houſe, 

| 15 
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is a pretty Building, and there the Magi- 
ſtracy go to Maſs. 

As] propoſed to let nothing worth ſeeing 
eſcape me, I went to the Ab beyof Vicogne, 
of the Order of Chremontre, abut a League 
from Valenciennes, which, indeed, very well 
deſerves ſeeing. The Appartments of the 
Abbot, and the Religious, are of the ut- 
moſt Magnificence, and one of the Churches 
is a very fine Piece of Architecture, large, 
regular, and well adorn'd. A Man of Learn- 
ing cannot fail to be pleas'd here; for in the 
| Libedr he will ſee a great Number of fine 

TV a and ſeveral curious Books, which 
are hardly to be ſeen any where elſe. 

TAE Town of Valenciennes, which is 
ſaid to have been built by the Roman Em- 

ror Yalentinian, enjoys ſeveral particular 
Pre and Immunities. Amongſt the 
reſt, it is an Aſylum for Debtors and Crimi- 
nals, though at preſent, with ſome Reſtricti- 
ons, becauſe this Privilege was abuſed in De- 
fiance of all Law and Juſtice. 

TRA E Magiſtracy of this Place is compo- 
ſed of a Provoſt, a Lieutenant Provoſt, with 
12 Aldermen, 2 Counſellors Penſionaries, 
and 3 Recorders. Here are alſo the particu- 
lar Council compoſed of 25 Members, the 
general Council of 200, and the Provoſt 
Criminal with his Aſſiſtants. So excellent 
was the Form of the Government here for- 
: K 4 merly, 
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merly, that the Common-wealth of Venice 
ſent Deputies to colle& their Laws, and af- 
terwards eſtabliſhed them there; but now it 
15 under the deſpotick Power of France. 
THis Town had formerly Counts of 
its own, who had a Power of Coinage. It 
fell by Marriage to the Counts of Hainault 
and Flanders, and then to the Emperor 
Lewis of Bavaria, in 13 46; after which it 
came to the Houſe of Auſtria. On March 17. 
1677, the late French King took it by Storm, 
after eight Days Siege, in Perſon, with 50000 
Men, when he deſign'd only to take a Horn- 
work, He ſav'd the Town from Plunder, 
but made the Inhabitants pay 40000 Crowns, 
which he laid out upon the Citadel: Tis ſo 
ſtrong both by Art and Situation, that 'tis 
ſaid it will require two or three Armies to 
beſiege it. This was the firſt Town in theſe 
Parts that deny*d Obedience to the Prince of 
Parma, and refus'd to admit a Garriſon. 
Twas yielded to the French by the Treaty 
of Nimeguen, and continues in their Poſſeſ- 
ben. | © 323 
FROM Valenciennes, over a pleaſant fruit- 
ful Country I went to Mons, the Capital City 
of the Earldom of Hainault, fo called from 
the River Haine which runs through it. 
TH1rs Province is twenty Leagues in 
Length, and ſixteen in Breadth; the Air is 
temperate,and the Soil fruitful, being _ 
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by the Scheld, the Sambre the Haine, the 


Deule, the Trouille, and the Honcan, all fine 
Rivers. It contains alſo a great many Lakes and 
Woods, Mines and Quarries, which abound 
in Iron, Lead, Marble, and blue and white 
Stones. 

IN this Province are 24 Towns, the prin- 
cipal whereof are Mons and Valenciennes, 
950 Villages, 17 Abbeys of Men, 10 Ab- 
beys of Ladies, 9Chapters of Canons, and 
3 S of Canoneſſes, who are Nobles; 
1 Dutchy, 4 Prevotez, or Juriſdictions of 2 
Provoſt-Marſhal, 4 antient Counties, and 44 
antient Baronies; it is alſo very famous for 
its 12 Peerdoms, which give Titles to great 
Families, and of all the 17 Provinces; the 
Nobility of Hainault is the moſt antient 
and illuſtrious. 

T HE Emperor is at preſent Earl of Hain- 
ault,and was inaugurated the 18th of Ofo- 
ber, 1717. This Inauguration is always per- 
formed at the Capital City Mons, and 1s a 
very magnificent Ceremony. All the Orders 
of Religious, with the reſt of the Clergy, car- 

in a Proceſſion the Body of St. Waudru, a 
Counteſs of Hainault, to the MarketPlace, 
where a Theater, with an Altar on it, is 
erected, and on this Altar is the Body laid, 
and before it the Earl of Hainault —— on 
the four Goſpels to govern by Law, and 


maintain the Privileges of the County; 1 
the 
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the two Eſtates of the Nobility and Clergy 
pay their Homage, and take an Oath of Feal- 
This Part of the Ceremony being over, 
he Earl proceeds to the Collegiate Church 
of St. Waudru, where the noble Canoneſſes 
receive him, and put him in poſſeſſion of the 
Abbatial Dignity, Here he takes another 
Oath to maintain the Cuſtoms, Laws and 
Immunities of the Chapter. 

THE great Officers of the County of 
Hainault, are a High Bailiff, who 1s ap- 
pointed by the Sovereign, a Seneſchal, a Mar- 
ſhal, a great Huntſman, a Cup- bearer, a 
Pantler, and a Chamberlain. 

THe Government of the Province is an- 
nexed to the Office of High Bailiff. This is an 
Employment of vaſt 2 for of him- 
ſelf, without fo much as the Participation of 

the Governor-General of the Low: Countries 
for the Council of State, he every Year ſettles 
the Magiſtracy of all the Towns. All Mat- 
ters of Fultice, and which relate to the Ci- 
vil Government of the Province, are under 
-his Cognizance, and he gives Judgment 
without Appeal. He has ſeveral honourable 
and beneficial Employments in his Gift, can 
pardon Criminals, and makes the Propoſition 
of Aids and Subſidies to the Aſſembly of the 
States. This eminent Poſt is at preſent en- 
Joy'd by Leopold- Philip - Charles Foſeph, 


Duke of ann. Arſebot and Croy, 
deſcend- 
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deſcended from one of the moſt illuſtrious 
Families of the Country, and a Gentleman 
not in the leaſt degenerating from the Virtues 
of his Anceſtors. 

THE Clergy, the Nobility, and the 
People make up the three Eſtates of the 
Country of Hainault, and meet once a 
Year to grant Subſidies to the Sovereign. 

EACH Body elects its ordinary Deputies, 
who relide at Mons, and meet whenever 
the Neceſlities of the State require it, or the 
Emperor orders them. Theſe Deputies are 
two Eccleſiaſticks, two Noblemen, and the 
People are repreſented by the Penſionary of 
Mons, the Recorder, the firſt and ſecond Al- 
derman of the {ame Place, and two Depu- 
ties of the Towns, The Noblemen and Ec- 
cleſiaſticks continue Deputies, only during 
three Years, the Penſionary and Recorder 
are for Life, and the other Deputies depend 
on the Favour of the High Bailiff, who, when 
he renews. the Magiſtracy of the Towns, may 
turn them out, or keep them 1n as he thinks 
fit. 

IT x ancient Inhabitants of this Country 
were call'd Nervians, and were a People of 
great Courage; for of all the ſeveral Nations, 
they made the ſtouteſt Reſiſtance againſt the 
Romans, as appears from Julius Cæſar's 
Commentaries, who terms them the . 
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fierce of the Belgians, becauſe they fre- 
quently repell'd his Invaſions. 

THe City of Mons, the Capital of 
Hainault, is ſo call'd, becauſe it ſtands up- 
on a Hill, its lower Parts being water'd by 
the Rivers Trouille and Haine, which till its 
Foſlees with Water, and add to its Strength. 
It hath (ix Gates, which lead to fix Capital 
Cities; that to Bruſſel; hath a fine Cauſeway 
thirty Mile long, is the Road from the 
Lou Countries to Paris, and was finiſh'd 
by the Councils of Brabant and Hainauls 
in 1705. Theſe Cauſeways are of a vaſt 
Advantage to Travellers in Winter; it is pro- 

oſed to carry them through to Paris, and 
then the Maſters of the Diligences at Bruſ- 
fels aſſure them they ſhall dine the third 
Day at Paris, and ſo backwards, which will 
be quicker and eafier than riding Poſt. 

THe Market-Place of this City is very 
ſpacious, and hath upon it the Town-Houſe, 
the Palace of the Government, and that of 
the Council of the Province. 

THE Town-Houlſe is a venerable large 
old Building, on which the States erected a 
fine Steeple in the Year 1716. The Magi- 
ſtrates govern. as in the other Cities in the 
Lou Countries; but there is one thing I ob- 
ſerv here, which I did not ſee in any other 
of the Cities, that on the Days of Ceremony 


there are 2 Town Majors, who walk with their 
2 Swords 
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Swords about them on each Side ofthe Mayor, 
to whom are intruſted the Keys of the Gates. 
THESE three Palaces, which are the Or- 
naments of the City, are finely adorn'd with- 
in with Sculpture and Painting; but what I 
take to be the great Beauty of this City, is 
the Canoneſſes of St. Yoodrow, who are 
all Noble, and have their Houſes round the 
Collegiate Church of St. J/oodrow, as the 
Prebendaries have round the Cathedrals in 
England : They are Thirty in Number, and 
it's a Pleaſure to ſee ſo many tine Ladies in 
the Choir clad in White, with a black Man- 
tle lind with Ermin ; but when they go out, 
they are dreſs'd like other Ladies, and all of 
them keep their Coaches: They may marry 
when they pleaſe, but then they quit their 
Places. The Elector of Bavaria, when he 
was Governor of the Lo- Countries, and 
after the Battle of Ramellies, kept his Court 
here, fell in love with one of them, who was 
a Princeſs, and ſhe was his Favourite Mi- 
| ſtreſs for many Years. | 
THE Emperor 1s hereditary Abbot of 
this Chapter, under whom are four of the 
antienteſt Canoneſſes to inſpe& the Conduct 
of the others. | | 
Tu E Building of their Church is auguſt 
by it's Length, Breadth and Heigth, and the 
many Windows that give Light, like that of 
Salisbury in England, and yet it was fi- 
| niſh'd 


142 A Journey through the 


niſh'd in the Year 1449. The Side Altars, 
and Chappels are all of Marble and Jaſper ; 
and there is a Marble Tomb finely embel- 
liſn'd with Statues, among which, the four 
Cardinal Virtues and Reſurrection are much 
elteem'd. | 
HERE are abundance of Monaſteries for 
Men and Women, as in the other Cities; the 
Church of the Jeſuites is worth ſeeing for 
Men, and the Urſulines for Women: Here 
are alſo two Colleges for the Education of 
Youth ; the one under the Direction of the 
ſecular Clergy, who have taught in it ſince the 
Year 1313. and the other of the Jeſuites, 
who have taught here ſince the Year 1588. 
IN 1572, it was ſurpriz'd by Count 
Lewis of Naſſau, Brother to the Prince 
of Orange, who made uſe of the following 
Stratagem : He ſent 12 Soldiers, that pre- 
tended to be Merchants, and to have great 
Quantities of Wine upon the Road, which 
they defir'd might be let in betimes in the 
Morning, leſt it ſhou'd be damag'd by the 
Heat of the Day ; and having by this 
Means obtain'd the Keys before the uſual 
time of opening the Gates, ſome Troops 
= lay in ambuſh, enter'd and took the 
ity. 
I Ay ſame Tear it was retaken by the 
Duke of Alva. 


IN 
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IN 1678, it was block'd up for ſome 
time by the French Army, under the Com- 
mand of the Duke of Luxemburgh; but 
on Sunday, the 17th of Auguſt, King Wil- 
liam the IIId of England, then Prince of 
Orange, attack'd the Duke at Two o' Clock 
in the Afternoon, while he was at Dinner, 
and beat him, when 'twas ſaid the Prince 
had the Peace of Nimeguen in his Pocket; 
but if this were true, he cou'd not be ob- 
lig d to take Notice of it, till he had Ad- 
vice of it from the States. This was call'd 
the Battle of Fr. Dennis, becauſe the 

French Right Wing was poſted at the Abby 
of that Name; and ſo confident was the 
Duke of Luxemburgh of the good Poſture 
of the whole Army, that he ſent word to 
the Mareſchal 4 Etrades at Nimeguen, That 
whereas he thought his Army to be ſtron- 

er than the Prince of Orange's, yet he 
was ſo poſted, that if he had but ooo 
Men, and the Prince 40000, he was ſure 
he cou'd not be forced Thoſe of Note 
who commanded under the Prince, were 
the Duke of Monmouth, Count Walaeck, 
Monſieur Auverquerque, and the brave 
Earl of Ofory, who, with the Engliſh and 
Scotch Troops under his Command, did 
Wonders. The Spaniards were command- 
ed by the Duke de Villa Hermoſa. The 
Action laſted from Three in the as” 

| ti 


1 


144 A Journey through the 
till nine at Night, during which the Prince 
rode to thoſe Places where the Diſpute was 
hotteſt, and was attack'd by a French Com- 
| mander, whom Monſieur Auverquerque 
ſhot. After a great Slaughter the Duke of 
| Luxemburgh thought fit to retire in the 
| Night from the Abby of Sr. Dennis, lea- 
ving the Dead, Wounded, and Tents be- 
hind him. | 5 
Tae French inveſted this City again 
on the 15th of March, 1691; and Lewis 
XIV. notwithſtanding all the Diſwaſions 
of Madam de Maintenon, who ſaid he ven- 
tur'd his Health in a dangerous Seaſon, and 
his Reputation in a doubtful Enterprize, 
arrivd here the 21ſt in Perſon, and took 
a Round about the Town, being accompa- 
nied by the Dauphin, the Duke of Orle. 
N ans, and the Duke of Chartres. The Re- 
! ligious here, who were known to be Friends 
N to France, were ſo importunate with the 
Governour, the Prince of Berghes, to ca- 
| pitulate, becauſe the Town was on Fire in 
| ſeveral Parts, and threaten'd him ſo much 
| in caſe of Refuſal, that he was oblig'd to 
1 beat a Parley on the 8th of April, after a 
| Fortnight's open Trenches; and in purſu- 
|| ance of the Capitulation, which was a very 
bl honourable one, the Garriſon march'd out 
| | on the 1oth. Moſt of the Mareſchals of 
|| France, and the beſt Generals of the King- 
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dom, beſides his Majeſty and the Dauphin, 
were at this Siege. The Duke de Montfort 
received 4 Vase in the Head, and 
Boufflers one behind his Ear. Albergotti 
was alſo ſlightly wounded ; and a great ma- 
ny other Oicers of leſs Note were kill'd 
and wounded, The French King put a 
Garriſon into the Town of 4000 Horſe and 
10000 Foot, and appointed Monſieur 4e 
Vertillac Governour, 

IN 1697, Mons was, by the Peace of 
Ryſwick, ſurrender'd to the Spantards. 
Bur after the Death of King Charles II. 
of Spain, the French ſeiz'd it again. 
Tf Confederate Army under the 
Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, 
having block'd up this City in 1709, when 
Monfieur de Grimaldi was Governour, 
brought on that famous Battle which was 
fought near it, on the haſt Day of Auguſt, 
O. S. and call'd the Battle of Mons, or of 
Malplacquet, or of Blaregnies, or of 
Blaugies, or of Tanieres, or of Fart and 
Sanſart, from the Places which were 
the Scene of that ever memorable Vi- 
ctory thoſe Generals there gain'd over 
the French Army, conſiſting of 1cooo0 
Men of their beſt Troops, poſted between 
two Woods, (Blaregnies, and the Sart and 
Sanſart) trebly intrench'd, and perform- 
ing their Duty as well as brave Men cou'd 
pothbiy do. 
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TRE Great Men who diftinguiſh'd them- 


ſelves in this Action under the Duke of 


Alarlberough and Prince Eugene, and who 
for their Bravery in this Action only de- 
ſerve to be recorded to lateſt Poſterity, 
were the Hcreditary Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel, 
(now King of Sweden) the Prince of Naſ- 
ſau, Stadtholder of Frieſland, the Prince 
de Auvergne, the Prince Royal of Pruſſia, 
the Duke of Argy/e, the Lieutenant Ge- 
neral, now Earl Cadogan, the Earl of Ork- 
ney, Lieutenant General //zthers, Lieute- 
nant Colonels Graham and Kennedy, the 
the Duteh General Count 7zly, Lieutenant 
General Dedom, who with a Detachment 
from the Elockade of Mons took St. Guil- 


lam Sword in Hand, making the Garriſon 


Priſoners of War, the Generals Count 
Lottum, Bulau and Baron Schuylemburgh, 
the States Field-Deputies PRantwych, 
Vleertman, Hooft and Goſlinga, and Baron 
Fagel, the Lieutenant Generals par, and 
Count Oxenſtieru, the Generals Tettau 
and Vincl, Brigadiers Croonſirom and May, 
Count Hompe/ch, General Obdam, the 
Duke of irtemberg, who commanded 
the Danes, and Major General Grove- 


ſtern, 


THOSE 
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THOSE of chief Note in the French 
Army, were the Mareſchals de Villar 
and Boufflers, Monſieur de Artagnan, the 
Chevalier de Luxemburgb, the Chevalier 
de Cray, the Chevalier de Ft. George, 
the Prince de Monbazon, the Dukes 
de Cheroſt, de Guiche, de St. Aignan, 
Meſſieurs de Courcillon, Conflans and Al- 
bergotti, the Prince of Lambeſeh, the 
Marquis de Veſſe, the Marquis de Nangis, 
the Marquis de la Valiere, and the Mar- 
quis de Hautefort, the Prince de Rohan, 
M. de Vidame, M. de Gaſſion, Meſſieurs de 
St. Hilaire, Palavicini, de Tournemine 
and de Gondrin, Brigadier Sheldon, &c. 

THe Fight began at Eight o' Clock in 
the Morning, and laſted with great Fury 
till paſt Three in the Afternoon, when the 
French quitted the Field. On the Side of 
the Confederates, Lieutenant General Count 
Oxenſtiern was kill'd, and his Adjutant 
dangerouſly wounded, Lieutenant General 
Spar was wounded in the Shoulder, Pri- 
gadier May in the Head; M. Denys, Ad- 
jutant of the Prince of Naſſau, was alſo 
wounded, and the Prince himſelf had two 
Horſes kill'd under him. The States Field. 
Deputy Goſ{znga had his Horſe ſhot dead 
under him, and one of his Servants woun- 
ded. The Pruſſian General Tettau was 
kill'd. Prince Eugene, who with the 
Duke of Mar/borough, Count Tilly, and M. 

| Goſlinga 
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Goſlinga, were continually at the Head of 
the Troops in the hotteſt of the Fire, was 
ſlightly wounded in the Head. 

O x the Side of the French, the Mare- 
ſchal de Villars was ſhot in the Knee; the 
Duke de Guiche, in the Leg; M. Alber- 
gotti in the Thigh; and they had at leaſt 
twenty other Officers of Note wounded, and 
twenty- five kill'd. 

THE following, is a Summary of the Loſs 
on both Sides, as it was computed within 
2 reaſonable time after the Battle, when it 
cou'd be done with the greateſt Certainty. 


In the Army of Prince Eugene. | 


Imperialiſto, 


— 
JI 
Saxons, - = I96 
Palatines, = — 86 
Dutch, - — 
Heſſians, - 135 
Wirtemburghers, 132 

Total 1984 


328 


750 
510 


Kill'd. Wounded, 


273 


888 


392 
290 


— — 


3431 


In 


Auſtrian Netherlands. 149 


In the Army of the Duke of Marlborough. 


Kill'd. Wounded. 
BIR. - os 1281 


 Pruſſians, - 209 a 
Hanoverians, - 298 1119 


Dar, - - x 


Total 3563 9375 


Totals of both 5547 12806 


I T appear'd by a Liſt of the kill'd and 
wounded Ofncers of the French Army, 
that 542 were kill'd, and 1068 wounded, 
beſides the following who were taken Pri- 
ſoners, vi. 

23 Officers of the Life-Guards, Light- 
a Horſe, Muſqueteers and Gendarmes ; 
þ ſeveral being Brigadiers and Colonels of 
Horſe. 

63 Life-Guards, Muſqueteers, Light- 
1 Horle and Gendarmes, having Rank as 
5 Lieutenants of Horſe. 
. 23 Brigadiers, Colonels, Lieutenant Co- 
; lonels, and Majors. 
62 Captains of Foot. 
57 Lieutenants. 
7 Enſigns. | 
16 Captains of Horſe. 
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17 Lieutenants. 

13 Cornets. 

5 Quarter-Maſters. 

5 Captains, Lieutenants, and Cornets of 
Dragoons. 

10 Officers taken in Sr. Guillain, 


301 


AN b the loſs of their common Soldiers 


was computed to be 150co. 

TRE v alfo loſt 16 Cannon, 20 Colours 
and 26 Standards. 

A x Officer of Diſtinction in the French 
Army, ſent his Friends a very ingenuous 
Letter about this Battle ; wherein he ſays, 
It was the moſt bloody that had hap- 
« pened for 1co Years paſt, That the 
« Engliſh, who began the Attack by the 
“ Woods of Sar, were fo fierce and blood- 
« thirſty, that they hack'd in Pieces what- 
<« ever came in their Way; and even dead 
& Bodies when their Fury found no more 
© [iving. That neither the Advantage of the 
* Ground, nor three Intrenchments one 
« within another, were able to diſhearten 
«© the Confederate Forces, who advanc'd 
C not like Men, but Devils. Nor were 
« Diſcharges of 20 Pieces of Cannon, that 
« fixed directly at once into their Ba- 

« tallions, able to break them, altho' they 
N carried 


* 


a 
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carried off whole Ranks. Never were 
« our Troops ſeen more animated to their 
“ Duty, nor was ever Diſpoſition better or- 
« der'd and contrived, than that which 
« was made by the Mareſchals de Bouffler's 1 
« and Villars. But, ſays he, II hen God does 8 
« not fight with Men, all is to no Pur- i 
„ poſe. The EUGENES and MARL- | 
« BOROUGHS ſurpaſs all the Heroes of 
“former Ages, and may ſay with Juſtice, 
« that nothing can /fand before them; lince, 
& till then, they had met with no Refi- 
« ſtance worthy of them, | 
THE French having hazarded this Bat- 
tle for the Preſervation of ſo important a 
City as Mons, the Duke of Marlborough 
and Prince Eugene open'd Trenches before 
it on the 25th of September; and in the 
ſecond Attack, Lieutenant General Cado- 
gan received a Wound in his Neck, and his 
Adjutant was kill'd. On the 20th of Oc- l 
tober the Garriſon beat a Parley, and on x 
the 22d march'd out, and was conducted to [ 
Maubenge and Namure, being allow'd on- 
ly 6 Charges to a Man, 4 Cover'd Wag- 
gons, and 5 days Proviſions, leaving Ho- 
ſtages for payment of their Debts, and for 
ſatisfying the juſt Demands of the City of 
Mons and the Province of Hainault on the 
Crown of Spain. The Town being evacu- 
ated, the Count Dhona marched in as Go- , 

| | L 4 vernour; | 
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1 Journey through the 
vernour ; and the Reduction of all Hain- 
ault was tlie Conſequence, which by the 
Treaty of Utrecht was left to the Emperor. 

TAISs City has been famous for ſeveral 
memorable Battles and Sieges. From hence 
J ſhall go to Tournay, and afterwards to 
Liſle ; from whence you ſhall hear more 
from me. I am, | 


SIR, 
Tour moſi Humble Servant. 
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LISLE, Auguſt 12, 1724. 


NE cannot leave Mons without 
N going to ſee the fine Palace, 
Park, and Gardens of the Duke 
ay of Aremburgh at Enghem, it is 
the V er/ailles of the Low-Countries, and i is 
about two Hours from Mons; the Park 
is very ſpacious, and planted with Rows of 
Trees, as in England; the Gardens are 
much larger than thoſe of Hampton-Court, 
and the Water-works in great Variety ; 
here are Jets 4 Eau, Caſcades, Canals, 
and Grotto's, 

Y ou ſee a Town beſieg'd and defended, 
by Water ſpouting out of the Mouths of 

ee, and Muſquets; here is à fine 

rinth, larger than ever I ſaw in Eng- 
424 and a Mall, like that in St. Fames's 


2 only this is border d with Stone. 
THE 
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THe Palace is a noble modern Building, 
ſuitable to the Grandeur of its great Maſter, 
the preſent Duke of Aremburgh, Prince of 
Enghien, Knight of the Golden Fleece, who 
is now going Ambaſſador from the Emperor 
to the Court of France. 
Tris Principality, which conſiſts of a 
pretty Town and eighteen Villages, belong'd 
formerly to the Houſe of Bourbon, Kings 
of Navarre; but Henry IV. coming to the 
Crown of France, ſold it to the Duke of 
Aremburgh, in the Year 1607. 

N1cH the Town of Enghien, lies the 
little Village of Szeenkirk, were was fought 
that famous Battle on the zd of Auguſt, 
1692. 

THE Fight was verv ſharp and bloody, 
both the Engliſh and Dutch Troops per- 
forming to Admiration ; fo that tho* by 
reaſon of their advantagious Situation, a- 
mong Hills, Moraſſes, and Defiles, the 
Freuch kept the Field, yet they had no 
Reaſon to boaſt of a Victory, or to ſing Te 
Deum, the Loſs being pretty equal on both 
Sides; the Total of the Officers and Soldiers 
kill'd and wounded on the Side of the 
French being computed at 6966, and thoſe 
on the Side of the Confederates at 6653. 
The chief Generals and Officers in the Field 
for the French, were the Dukes of Or leans, 


Chartres, Luxemburgh, Mareſchal Bouf- 
; filers, 
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flers, the Prince of Turenne, eldeſt Son of 
the Duke of Bouillon (who died at Enghien 
of his Wounds the Day after the Fight) 
Mareſchal de Villeroy, the Prince of Conti, 
who had two Horſes kill'd under him, 
M. de Vendoſin, the Duke de Elbeuf, the 
Duke de Choiſeul, the Count de Auvergne, 
the Marquis de Tilladet, who was killed, 
the Chev lie rde Gaſſion, the Sieur de Taſſi, 
M. de Montal, M. Polaſiron, M. d Artag- 
nan, the Count de Mailly, the Marquis 
Alegre (who was wounded in the Elbow) 
the Marquis de Rochfort, Brigadier de la 
Vaiſſe (who had a Horſe ſhot under him) 
Col. Stoupa (who had his Arm broke) Col. 
Polier (who was kilFd) the two latter both 
Swiſs, the Chevalier 4d" Angouleſm, the 
Marquis de Bellefonds (who was kilPd) 
M. 4“ Albergotti, Marquis de Blainville, 
wounded, M. de Main, M. de Soubi ge, the 
Duke of Nocheguion, the Duke of Ber- 
wick, the Count de Livan, M. de Gulden- 
lieu, the Count de Bielke, Colonel Trembe, 
and Major-General Firma pon, who was 
kill'd, as were alſo the Chevalier de Mur ſe, 
Son of the Marquis de Villette, Col. of the 
Queen's Dragoons, the Chevalier 4 E. 
ſtrades, the Marquis of Florent in, and ſe- 
veral others. 


THOSE 
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Tnos E on the Side of the Confederates 
under his Majeſty King William, who ex- 
poſed himſelf in the hotteſt Fire from the E- 
nemies Cannon and Muſquets, in riding from 
one End of the Army to the other, to glve 
the neceſſary Orders, and in leading up ſeve- 
ral Batallions to the Attacks, were the Duke 
of Mirtemburgh, who commanded the Van- 
guard, and made the firſt Onſet; the Prince 
of Naſſau Saarbruck, Lieutenant General 
Mackay, who was kill'd; the Lord Angus, 
Col. Douglas, and Sir John Lanier, the 
Dutch Colonels Goes and Moore, the four 
laſt kill'd ; Lieutenant General Tettau, who 
was wounded, Brigadier Fagel, M. Dijck- 
velt, M. a Auverquerque, Gl. Macup, and 
Sir Bevil Granuill, and the Colonels Ro- 
berts, Hodges, and Anare, all three kill'd ; 
as were alſo the Lieutenant Colonels Preſton, 
Fullerton, Fox, Vander Abbe, Dedier, 
| Hamerein and Ockinga ; and the Majors 
Fox, Hunſdorf, Chaſtague, Ruſe, and 
Schilders. Among their Wounded were alſo 
Lieutenant General Schaab, Colonels Lau- 
der, Graham, Cutts, Pibrack, de Witd, 
Anhalt, Suedrin, Aylua, Eppinger and 
Erff; the Lieutenant Colonels Mackay, 
Belfour , the Majors Kar, Newton, and 
Capt. Mackracan. 
II was obſerv'd by the moſt impartial Eye 
and Ear-Witneſſes of this Action, that the 
2 Advantage 
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Advantage which the French gained, was 
owing not only to their almoſt inacceſſible 
Situation, but to a falſe Movement happen- 
ing through the unfortunate Fall of Lieu- 
tenant General Mackay, and the wounding 
of Tettau, and to the Intelligence given to 
the Duke of Luxemburgh of his Majeſty's 
Deſigns, by one of the Elector of Bavaria 
Domeſticks, who being fully convicted of 
it, was afterwards hang'd upon a Tree in fight 
of the Army. | 

BEING here nigh Cambray, where the 
Congreſs hath been ſo long held, I thought 
it not amiſs to make an Excurſion thither, 
although it is out of my Rout; and I muſt 
own that it's very well worth my while, for 
I found it a large City, well fortify'd and 
commanded by a Citadel, yet ſtronger. Its 
Walls are all faced with Free-ſtone, and its 
Ditches wide and deep. 

THE Streets are large and handſome, 
and terminate in the great Market, which is 
a ſpacious Square, adorn'd with the Town- 
houſe, which is one of the fineſt in Europe, 
as is alſo its Clock. It's in this Town-houſe 
where the Plenipotentiaries hold their Con- 
greſs, for which Aſſemblies this City hath been 
very famous; for it was here that a Treaty 
of Peace was concluded in 1508, between the 
Emperor Maximilian 1. and Lewis XII. K. of 
France. It was here alſo, where the famous 

| League 
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League was concluded between Pope Ju- 
lins II. Maximilian l. Lewis XII. of France, 
and Ferdinand V. King of Arragon, a- 
gainſt the State of Venice, for recover- 
ing Lands in Itac, uſurp'd by that State. 
It was here alſo, that in the Lear 1520, 
a Treaty of Peace was ſet on Foot between 
Charles V. Emperor of Germany, and Frau- 
cis I. King of France; their Plenipotentia- 
ries were two Ladies, the Dutcheſs Dowager 
of Savoy, for the Emperor, and the Dutcheſs 
Dowager of Anjou, for the King of France ; 
for which Reaſon, they call it to this Day, 
the Ladies Peace: There attended at this 
Congreſs, to do Honour to the Ladies, no 
leſs than four Sovereign Princes, ſeventy- 
two Dukes and Earls, eight Cardinals, ten 
Archbiſhops, thirty-three Biſhops, and four 
hundred Gentlemen of Diſtinction. 

THE Cathedral Church with its Steeple, 
1s very handſome, and richly endow'd; for 
the Archbiſhop, who has both Spiritual and 
Temporal Juriſdiction, and calls himſelf 
Duke of Cambray, 1s reckoned to have 
100000 Crowns a Year; and its forty-eight 
Canons and Prebends in Proportion. 

THE Steeple is in form of a Pyramid, is 
all of Free-ſtone, 600 Steps high, and hath 
a fine Clock, which chymes every half 
Hour, marks the Hour, the Day and the 
Year, and there come out little Braſs Statues, 
who 
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who knock the Hours with their Hammers. 
They tell you, that this Clock was the 
Contrivance of a Shepherd, who bragg'd 
that he would go into France and make a 
finer; for which ſaying, the Magiſtrates put 
out his Eyes. 

THe Church is adorn'd within, as other 
Cathedrals are, with Chappels and Altars; 
but particularly one Chappel, with Lamps 
of Silver and Gold ever burning before a 
Picture of the Virgin, which they pretend 
was done by St. Luke. 

HERE are abundance of other Churches; 
particularly that of St. Sepulchres, 1s worth 
the Curioſity of a Stranger; on the top of 
its Steeple is repreſented the Reſurrection of 
our Saviour, in Copper, gilt; here are Con- 
vents of all ſorts of Religious, both of Men 
and Women; amongſt the latter, is an Ab- 
bey of Engliſh᷑ Ladies; and amongſt the 
former, one of Engliſh Benedictines, who 
take care of the Pretender's Intereſt at the 
Congreſs. The fine Linnen, call'd Cam- 
brick, has its Name from this City. 

We read that Clodzon, King of France, 
took ths City fo long ago as the Year 441, 
and that Clovis I. took it again in 504, and 
kill'd with his own Hand Ragnacazre, who 
call'd himfelf King of it. The Emperor 
Charles V. took it in 1544, and built a Ci- 
tadel here, The Duke of Parma beſieg'd it, 
but 
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but the Duke of Alen pon Brother to Heu- 
ry III. of France, oblig'd him to raiſe the 
Siege, and afterwards gave it to John de 
Monluc de Balagny, to whom it was con- 
firm'd, with the Title of Prince, by Hen- 
ry IV. but the Spaniards recover'd it the 
next Year, and kept it as a Thorn in the Sides 
of the French till April, in the Year 1677, 
that the French King, Lewis XIV. took it 
in Perſon, with an Army of 50000 Men; 
and, by the Treaty of Nimeguen, in 1678, 
had it ratify'd as a part of his Domi- 
nions. 

T HE Congreſs having fat ſo long at Cam 
bray, makes an additional Beauty to the Ci- 
ty, for here are Balls and Aſſemblies every 
Night, eſpecially on Birth-days, and the like 
Feſtivals. | 88 

I c an er forget Chateau Cambreſis, not 
far from hence, becauſe 'tis the Place where 
the late Duke of Ormond was incamp'd 
with the Engh;ſh Troops, when he deſerted 
the Allies, and declar'd a Ceſſation of Arms 
with France. This was formerly a Town 
of Note, but ruin'd by the Wars. Tis fa- 
mous for a Treaty in 1559, betwixt Hen- 
ry II. of France, and Philip II. of Spazn, 
to whom the French yielded up 198 conſi- 
derable Places for Ir. Quintin, Ham, 2nd 


Chatelet. *Twas, together with Cambray, 
| quitted 
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quitted to the French by the Treaty of 

Nimeguen. | 
I No w return to Mons, in order to 
proceed to Tournay. I paſs'd by Conde. a 
little Town, but extreamly ſtrong, which 
gives Title to the Houſe of Bourbon, al- 
though it does not belong to them, and 1s 
ſituated where the Scheld and the Haine 
join. The Country round it is ſo marfhy, 
that it can be eaſily overflow d, which adds 
to the Strength of the Place; the ad jacent 
Country belong'd formerly to the Counts 
Lalliene, but the laſt of that Family dying 
in Spain, left it to the Prince de Croia, 
who is now Maſter of it. There are ſeveral 
Religious Houſes in this City, but few 
worth the taking Notice of. The Go- 

vernor's Palace indeed is very handſome. 
I x the Marſhes joining to the Town, is 
the fineſt Duckoy for Ducks in the World ; 
they tell you, that in the Months of Oo- 
ber and November, they will take about 
ioo In one Day; and it's forbid, under 
pain of Death, for any Man to fire a Gun 
within a League of it, during the Time 
the wild Ducks come there. "ED 
 THr1is Town has been often taken and 
retaken by the French and Spaniards. 
The laſt time the French took it, was in 
1676, and they had it quitted to them by 
the Treaty of „ After their loſs 
of 
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of Brabant, Sc. by the Battle of Ramel. 
lies, they caſt up Lines, which ran from 


Hons along the Haiue to this Place, and 


from hence, along the Scheld to Tour- 


_ nay, Sc. 


FRO M Conde, | paſs'd by Maubeuge, 
where is a noble Chapter of Canoneſles, 
like thoſe at Mons and Nzvelle, who muſt 
prove themſelves for four Degrees noble, 
by Father and Mother, before they can be 
admitted, wear the ſame Dreſs with the 
Canoneſſes at Mons, may marry when they 
will, and have a more extenſive Power 
than at Mons, tor they are govern'd by 
an Abbeſs of their own chuſing, who fills up 
all the vacant Prebends in the other Con- 
vents in the Town. 5 

TA E Country depending on Maubeuge, 


confiſts of 71 Villages, all under the Di- 


rection of the Abbeſs, who hath a Ju- 
riſdiction Spiritual and Temporal, and 


may coin JL if ſhe pleaſes. Both 


the Town and its Dependencies were quit- 
ted by the Spaniards to the French, at the 
Treaty of Nimeguen. 

FRO M hence I arriv'd at the fine City 


of Tournay, now in the Hands of the Hol. 


landers, whom it ſerves as a Barrier on this 


Side; nothing can be imagin'd more beau- 


tiful than the Situation of this City, the 


River Scheld running through the middle, 
| over 
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over which are ſeveral Bridges, and the 
Keys pleaſantly planted with Trees, as in 
Holland, | 

THEy tell you, it was a City 600 
Years before the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
3 Ceſar, in the 7th Chap. of the 24 

ook of his Commentaries, mentions his 
taking of it in a Battle which he had with 
the Neruians, on the Banks of the River 
Sambre. The French took in 1667, in 
four Days time, and afterwards made it 
prodigiouſly ſtrong: M. Vauban, that fa- 
mous Engineer, built a Citadel here, 
which he call'd his Maſter-piece; it is 
flank'd with five royal Baſtions, cover'd with 
two Ravelins, flank'd by two Half-moons, 
all which Works are undermin'd, and the 
following Inſcription is ſtill on one of the 
Half-moons. 


M 2 LUDO- 
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LUDOVICUS DECIMUS QUARTUS; 
INCERTUM BELLO, AN PACE 
MAJOR, - 

QUIBUS COPIIS, CONSILIIS, ANIMO, 
CAELERITATE, FORTUNA, 
ANNO M. DC. LXVII. NERVIORUM 
URBEM 

QUA TRIDUO CEPERAT ; 
IISDEM, NE UNQUAM POSTEA CA- 
PERETUR, 
INTER CAETERA MUNIMENTA, 
HOC QUOQUE 
 DIEBUS VIX OCTO, 

AB AREA ET FUNDAMENTIS 
IPSE IN STANS OPERI 
VICTRICIBUS MILITUM MANIBUS 
EXTRUXIT. 

A. D. 1671. 


LEWIS the Fourteenth, 
IWhether greateſt in Peace or in War, is 
uncertain, 
With the ſame Power, Councils, Courage, 
Activity and Fortune 
With which he took the Town of Tournay 
in four Days, 
In the Tear 1667. 
Has, that it may never be taken for the 


Future, 
Amongſt 
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Among ſt other Works, erected this 
Mithin Eight Days, 
From the Ground and its Foundations, 
By the victorious Hauds of his brave 
Soldiers, 
Animated by his Preſence, 
In the Tear of our Lord, 1671. 


But his Majeſty was miſtaken, for in the 
Year 1709, the Army, under the Duke of 
Marlborough and Prince Eugene, took the 
Town on the 28th of 7aly, after three 
Weeks open Trenches, and the Citadel on 
the 3d of September, when M. de Sur- 
ville was Governour of the Town : It was 
remarkable, there were at the taking of this 
City, three ſeveral Capitulations, one for 
the Military, fign'd the 29th of Fly ; one 
for the three Eſtates of the City, ſign'd 
the firſt of Auguſt; and the third, for the 
Parliament, eftabliſh'd by Leuis XIV. 
fign'd on the 7th, by virtue of which they 
retir'd to Cambray, and in 1713, were 
ſettled at Douay. 
SixTy Batallions were appointed for 
the Trenches, of which 23 were Dutch, 
and 7 Engliſh, and 60 Squadrons of the 
Troops of the ſeveral Nations likewiſe at- 
tended the Siege. 
THe General Officers at Lottum's At- 
tack, were the Lieutenant Generals Vi- 
M32 thers, 
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thers, Fing, and Heyden; the Major Ge- 
nerals Vegelin, Denhof, and Sir Richard 
Temple, now Lord Cobham, I hoſe at 
General __ were the Lieutenant Ge- 


nerals Dedem, Oxenſtiern, and Spaar; 
and the Major Generals Hamilton, Waſſen- 
aer and Keppel. And thoſe at General 
Schuylemburgh's, were the Duke of Argyle, 
M. Wackerbaert and Week, Lieutenant 
Generals; and M. Hondorf, Dalburgh, 
and Naſſau-VVoudenbourgh, Major Gene- 
rals; the two only Engliſh Brigadiers, were 
Primroſe and Sabine, The Engliſh Regi- 
ments engag'd in the Siege, were thoſe of 
Temple, Evans, Meredith, Pendergraſs, 
Orkney and Argyle. The Prince of Naſſau 
and the Earl of Orkney were likewiſe in 
the Camp. The Sieur de Lalos, a Briga- 
dier in the Britiſh Troops, was ſent into 
the Town by the Duke of Marlborongh, to 
treat about the Surrender of the Citadel 
with the Marquis de Ravignan, a Major 
General. The Earl of Albermarle was 
appointed Governor of this 'F'own, which, 
by the Treaty of Utrecht, was quitted to 
the States-General as aforeſaid, in Fa- 
vour of the Emperor. 
HE Rk are ſeven beautiful Gates, over 
one of which was a fine Statue of Le- 
wes XIV. which now adorns the Duke of 

Mark. 
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Marlborough's Gardens at Bleinheim. Houſe 
in England. 

THey reckon ſeventy Trades with 
their Deacons in this City, under the Di- 
rection of the Magiſtrates; but an Appeal 
may be brought to the great Council of 
Mechlin. | 

LEWIS XIV. erected a Parliament 
here in the Year 1668, conliſting of two 
Prefidents, ſeven Counſellors, an Attorney- 
| General, and a Secretary; and in the 

Year 80, order'd them to be without Ap- 
peal ; and in 1693, added to the Number 
of the Officers, a Chancellour, after the 
manner of the Parliaments in France, three 
Preſidents a Mortier, two Knights of Ho- 
nour, twenty-two Counſellors, an. Attor- 
ney-General,Sollicitor General,a Secretary, 
and three Clerks; but now Tournay is freed 
from that Oppreſſion; and although they 
do not like the Dutch, who command the 
Military, yet they are very eaſy, in being 
join'd with the reſt of the Provinces under 
the Emperor. 

TAE Cathedral Church of our Lady is 
an old Gothick Building, with four Stee- 
ples, and is adorn'd within with many 
beautiful Chappels and magnificent Tombs, 
both in Marble and Braſs, the Deſcription 
of which would be too long for a Letter. 
The Church of St. Martin is alſo worth 

M4 the 
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the Curioſity of a Stranger; here is alſo 
abundance of Religious Houſes for Men and 
Women, as in the other Cities, | 

H Country depending upon Tournay, 
is beautiful and large, conſiſting of 60 Vil- 
lages in the County of Flanders, and 7 in 
the County of Haiuault; as alſo the little 
Town of St. Amand, where l am now 
going. | 

IAE Abbey of Sz. Amand is reckon'd 

the richeſt and beautifulleſt in the whole 
World. After the taking of Tournay, the 
Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene 
beſtow'd it on the Cardinal de Bouillon, 
who had then deſerted the Party of 
France : But though he received the Re- 
venue, he thought it too nigh France to 
make it his Reſidence. 

IRE Church of this noble Abbey, 
which hath two Steeples to it, is beyond 
expreſſion magnificent. It is 460 Foot 
long, 78 broad, and the Croſs 260 Foot 
long, and 80 broad. The Church is double, 
and the Monks, who are of the Order of 
St. Benedict, keep their Choir above, not 
to be ſeen by Strangers, and leave the 
Choir below for the Seculars. 

THE Abbey itſelf, which conſiſts of ſe- 
veral Courts, looks more like a royal Pa- 
lace than an Abbey for Monks, and was 
begun by the Abbot Nicholas de Bois, a 

famous 
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famous Architect, who (like Sir Chr:/to- 
pher Wren) liv'd to fee it finiſned; which, 
according to the Records of this Abbey, coſt 
3.000,000 of Florins. | 
Tuls good Abbot, who govern'd above 
50 Years, in building this fine Abbey, took 
care alſo for the Conveniency of his Monks, 
to ere& within the Cloſe of his Abbey a 
little Monaſtery of Benedictine Nuns, who 
are calP'd the Ladies of Peace, whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs is to look after the Ornaments of the 
Church, to waſh the Linnen of the Monks, 
and comfort and take care of them when 
they are ſick. The Freuch took this Town 
in 1667, and diſmantled it. They abandon'd 
it in 1709, to the Duke of Marlborough, 
and had it reftor'd to them by the Treaty of 
Vtrecht. From thence, in two Hours, I ar- 
riv'd here, and am, 


STR, 


Tour moſt Humble Servant. 


LETTER 


LET TEK XI 


— 


Dov Ax, Auguſt 16, 1724. 


NE cannot miſs in going from 
al Flanders to Liſle, to paſs thro' 
Audenard, Courtray, and Me- 


* | uin. 


ing of Tapeſtry, and its Market-place, a- 
dorn'd with a beautiful Town-houſe, and 
a large and fine Fountain; there are alſo 
five Gates to enter Audenard, which is re- 
gularly fortify'd. The Chatellanze. of 
this City, which comprehends twenty- two 
fine Villages, ſend Deputies to the States 
of Flanders. = 

 THr1s City was taken by the Prince of 
Parma in 1582, and by the French in 
1658, but reſtor'd by the Treaty of the 


 Pyrennees. 5 
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THEY took it again in 1667. had 
it confirmd by the Peace of Aix 4a 
Chapelle, but reſtor'd it by the Peace of 
Nimeguen. 
 TH1s City will be for ever famous for 
the great Victory which the Duke of Marl- 
borough and Prince Eugene gain'd near it 
over the French, commanded by the Dukes 
of Burgundy and Vendsſme, on the 11th of 
Jul), 1708, N. S. when the Armies on both 
Sides in this Country were the moſt nu- 
merous of any that had been ſeen in the 
Netherlands ſince the beginning of that 
War. 
THE French having inveſted this City 
with a Deſign to beſiege it, as a Place which 
they judg'd to be of the greateſt Importance 
for ſecuring their treacherous Conqueſts of 
Ghent and Bruges. the Duke of Marlho- 
rough and Prince Eugene held a Council 
of War with the other Confederate Generals, 
in which thev reſolv'd to go and attack them, 
tho* Prince Exgene's Army, which he left 
marching from the Rhine, was not yet come 
up. 
"U PoN this the French quitted Aude- 
nard, and paſs'd the Scheld, and the Confe- 
derates paſs'd it alſo to engage them. The 

firſt Action began at Three in the Afternoon, 
* when General Cadogan and Brigadier _= 
I ine 
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Bine, with 12 Batallions, fell upon 7 Batal- 
lions of the French poſted in the Village of 
Hearne, whom they ſoon defeated, — 
three entire Batallions Priſoners, and a great 
Part of the other four. Then General Rant- 
gau with eight Squadrons attack'd the French 
Horſe drawn up in a Plain between the Vil- 
lages of Rotz and Mullen, and entirely de- 
feared them, driving them into Incloſures, 
and into the Highway which led into the 
March of their own Army. Here it was 
that the Electoral Prince of Hanover, now 
Prince of Wales, who was not long arriv'd 
in Flanders, where he had his Father's 
Leave to make the Campaign, ſignalized 
himſelf in ſuch Enterprizes as were worthy 
of his Birth, and of thoſe illuſtrious Crowns 
to which he was then the Preſumptive, and 1s 
now the next Apparent Heir. He charg'd with 
Sword in Hand, as a Volunteer, at the Head 
of his Father's Dragoons, commanded by 
Lieutenant-General Bulau; he had a Horſe 
ſhot under him, and Colonel Lnuskey, who 
commanded the Squadron where he charg'd, 
was kill'd as he was tighting bravely by 
him. Several other Volunteers of a high 
Rank diſtinguiſh'd themſelves upon this Oc- 
caſion (amongſt whom was Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Schuylemburgh) charging in the Van 
of the Horſe with 3 Spirit and Gallan- 
try; 
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try, and by their Example animating tlie 
private Men, till Fortune declar d in Favour 
of the Allies. During this the French at- 
tack'd the Batallions of Major General 
Collier and Brigadier Grumchon, with 
great Fury, who bravely maintain'd their 
Poſt for a long time, till the Duke of Argyle 
came to ſupport them with 20 Batallions, 
who were hardly poſted when the French 
attack'd them with great Fury, driving 
ſome Pruſſian Batallions from their Poſts, 
which, notwithſtanding the inequality of 
their Numbers, they retook Sword in 
Hand. Count Lottum coming up alſo 
with the reſt of the Foot, the Intantry 
form'd themſelves in two Lines before the 
Horſe, and made a general Attack upon 
the Incloſures and Villages where the 
French were poſted, who gave way in moſt 
Places at firſt; but being ſuſtain'd with 
freſh Troops, the Action was maintain'd 
very obſtinately for a good while. The 
Prince of Fr:zze, who commanded the 
Dutch Foot, and the Count 4. Oxenſtiern, 
attack'd the French Houſhold, who were 
drawn up under the Hedges in a great 
Field, with ſuch Vigour, at the ſame time 
that M. 4 Auverquerque and Count Tilly 
bore down upon them on the other Side 
with the Daniſh Horſe, that they retir'd 


back into the Incloſures in great Diforder ; 
2 7 {o 
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ſo that at laſt, when it was growing dark, 
many Batallions and Squadrons flung 
themſelves out in a deſperate Manner, 
ſome being cut to Pieces as they attempted 
to force their way thro” others, ſome being 
forced back, ſome paſling thro' unperceiv'd, 
and others asking to capitulate with their 
whole Regiments. Had there been two 
Hours more of Light, in all probability 
their whole Body of Foot, and their right 
Wing of Horſe, which was very near ſur- 
rounded, had been entirely cut off; but it 
growing dark, and the Fire being directed 
ſo many different ways at once, that it was 
impoſſible to know Friends from Foes, 
poſitive Orders were given to fire no more 
till Morning, and rather to let the Enemy 
eſcape, as they did that Night to Gent, 
than venture the killing of one another. 
Early next Morning, 40 Squadrons under 
the Lieut. Generals Bulau and Lumley were 
ſent to purſue them, who kill'd a great 
Number, took many Priſoners, and puſh'd 
their Rear-Guard within two Leagues of 
Ghent. 
THE Number of the Priſoners taken 
in the whole, amounted to above 8000, a- 
mong whom were the Chevalier de Rohan, 
the Duke of Charo/?, the Marquis de Bi- 
ron, and another Lieutenant General, the 


Duke de Sz. Aignan, and three other Major 
Gene- 
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Generals, five Brigadiers, thirty Colonels, 
ſix Lieutenants, ninety- ſix Cornets, one 
hundred and eighty-ſix Gendarmes, two 
hundred and fix Captains, one hundred and 
forty-ſeven Quarter-Maſters, and near five 
hundred other Officers. They alſo loſt above 


fifty Standards, fifty-one Colours, and 


ten Kettle Drums. 1hey left above four 
thouſand dead on the Spot, among whom 
were the Marquis de Ximenes, Major Gene- 
ral Count e Dreux, the Chevalier de Lux- 
emburgh, and the Prince a” Egmont, and 
carried off about five thouſand wounded to 
Ghent and Bruges, where the Chevalier 
de Lonuille and fifteen other Officers died 
of their Wounds, The Duke of Berry and 
the Chevalier de Ft. George, who only ſaw 
the Fight from a Church Steeple, retired 
with the Duke of Burgund), in the Front 
of the Army to Ghent, where the Duke of 
Vendoſine arriv'd alſo, about four Hours 
after, with the Rear. 

THE following Table is an exact Liſt of 
all the Kill'd and Wounded on the Side of 
the Confederates, which ſhews at one View 
to what Nation they belong'd, and whoſe 
Troops ſufferd moſt in this glorious 
Action. 


N. B. The 
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THOSE of chief Note who were kill'd 
on the Side of the Confederates, were Ma- 
jor General Beren/dorf, the Daniſh Gene- 
ral Rantzau, the Dutch Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Hop, Captain Dean of the Engliſh 
Guards, and Sir V Matthews, Colonels; 
and as for their Loſs of private Centinels, it 
was ſo repair'd by the liſting of Deſerters 
and Priſoners in the Service of the Allies, 
that their Army was really more numerous 
after the Battle than before. 

Uro the whole, it was aſtoniſhing 
that an Army after a March, or rather of a 
Race, of three or four Days, without reſt- 
ing but few Hours, could march four or 
five Leagues upon the x1th, paſs ſo large a 
River as the Scheld, under the Noſe of a 
ſuperior Army, and then drive that Army 
from Hedge to Hedge, till they had entire- 
ly beat them. No wonder that the French 

fficers who were Priſoners, ſaid in excuſe 
of their Generals, that they had to deal 
with Devils; but if they took the Soldiers 
of the Confederate Army for Devils, ſure 
they ought to have taken the Generals who 
commanded them for Gods. And indeed the 
Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, 

by drawing up the Troops every where in 
Perſon, leading them to Triumph, and ſha- 
ring in their Dangers, more juſtly deſerv'd 
that Title than who were deify'd by 
the 
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the old Romans, The fame Praiſe was un- 
doubtedly due to the Velt-Marſhal 4” Auver- 
uerque, who (though he had been in a 
1 Condition all the preceeding 
Winter) forgetting his Infirmities and his 
Age, was all the while on Horſeback at tlie 
Head of the Cavalry, and commanded the 
Left Wing during the whole Action with 
that martial Vigour, which fifty Campaigns, 
and a long Illneſs, had not been able to di- 
miniſh, Nor muſt it be forgot that Major 
General Wect, Brigadier Portail, the Duke 
of Wirtemberg, Count Tilly, Major Ir- 
win, and tne other Generals concern'd in 
that Engagement, gloriouſly diſcharged their 
Duty, particularly the following, who were 
wornded, ſome of them dangerouſly, viz. 
Lieutenant General WÄat ſinore, Major Ge- 
nerals Meredith and Lauden, and Colonels 
Groves and Penny feather. 
CODRTRAThath by much a gayer 
Air than Audenard, though tis not ſo ſtrong. 
It is here where the fineſt Table Linnen in 
the World is made, and with which all Eu- 
rope is furniſhed. The Market-Place is 
pretty ſpacious, and the Streets regular; 
here are all manner of Religious Orders, as 
in the other Towns, and the Cathedral 
founded by Bauldwin, Emperor of Conſtau- 
tinople, in the Year 1703, is very well en- 
dowed. One thing I thought very moore: 
| | | © 
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ble in my paſſing through there, was, that 
the Governor is an IJriſpman, the Comman- 
dant a Scot ſman, and the Burgomaſter an 
Engliſhman, and yet there was not another 
Inhabitant of any of theſe three Kingdoms. 
The French ſurprizd this Town about 
1382, as the People were celebrating their 
annual Feſtival for a great Victory they ob- 
tain'd over them in 1302. They burnt 
down the Town, and rebuilt it better than 
it was before. It was often taken and re- 
taken in the late Wars. The French took 
it in 1646, and built a Citadel, but the a- 
niards retook it next Year. The French 
took it again in 1667, kept it by the Treaty 
of Aix la Chapelle, and reſtor'd it to the 
Spaniard by that of Nimeguen; but they 
re- took and kept it till 1684, when, after 
diſmantling it, they reſtor'd it to the 
Spaniards upon the figning of the twenty 
Years Truce betwixt both Crowns. The 
French ſeiz'd it again at the beginning of 
the laſt War, and kept it till June 1706, 
when it ſurrender'd to the Duke of Marl. 
borough, and now belongs to the Emperor: 
The Lord John Hay, Son to the Marquis of 
Twedale, Colonel of the Royal Regiment 
of Scots Dragoons and Brigadier General, 
who acquir'd immortal Honour in the Bat- 
tles of Schellemberg and Ramellies, died 
here the 25th of Auguſt, 17000. 
| N 2 THE 
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TA E Chatellanie or Country depending 
upon Courtray, conſiſts of ſixty Towns or 
Villages, govern'd by a Grand Bailiff, who 
generally holds his e at a little Town 
call'd Harlebeck, about two Miles below 
It. | 
MENT N is very ſmall, conſiſting on- 
ly of one Street, but very ſtrong, being 
one of the Maſter-Pieces of the famous En- 
gineer Vauban. 11 * 

IT was taken the 2 2d of Auguſt, 1706, af- 
ter eighteen Days open Trenches, by the 
Dutch, while the Duke of Marlborough 
cover'd the Siege, in which the French loſt 
1300 Men, and the Allies about 517. The 
ſtorming of the Counterſcarp, which was 
taken on the 18th, prov'd a very bloody 
Action. The Attack was commanded on 
the Right by Lieutenant General Scholts, 
having under him Major General Pallaut 
and Brigadier Swartzell ; and on the Left 
by the Earl of Orkney, having under him 
the Duke of Argyle, who diſtinguiſh'd him- 
{elf in a particular manner, and Major Ge- 
neral de Villates. It was computed that 
the French had no leſs than 1000 Men kill'd 
and wounded in this Attack. The Garriſon 
being allow'd the uſual Marks of Honour, 
by Virtue of their Capitulation, march'd 
out on the 25th with Monſ. Caraman their 


Commander, conſiſting of about 4000 ew, 
and 
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and were conducted to Doway. There was 
found in the Place 55 Braſs Cannon, and 10 
of Iron, beſides ſeveral bury'd under Ground, 
6 Mortars, 810 double Barrels of Powder, 
387 double Barrels of Musket Ball, and a 
great Quantity of all other Sorts of Am- 
munition and Proviſions. Four of the Can- 
non had the Arms of England on them, 
having been taken at the Battle of Landen, 
and theſe the Duke of Marlborough order'd 
to be ſent to England. The Confederates 
had in this Siege 


| Kill'd. Wounded, 
Colonels, — — — 3 
Lieutenant Colonels, — — "I 
Majors, — — — 
Captains, — — 13 — 
Lieutenants, — — 13 — 27 
Engineers, — — 3 — 1 
Enſigns, — — 6 — | 
Sergeants, — — 34 — 69 
Private Soldiers, — — 517 — 1872 


But they loſt not one Officer of Note, ex- 
cept Brigadier Capol, and a Son of the Earl 
of Athlone; Count Corneille, Son to Monf. 
d. Auverquerque, better known in the Ar- 
my by the Title of Count Naſſau-Ouden- 
bur gh, Brigadier General of Horſe, going 
into the Trenches with the Princes of Na 

N 3 ſat 
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fau-Dillenburgh, out of Curioſity, was 
wounded in the Thigh. This Town was, 
by the Treaty of Utrecht, yielded to the 
States in favour of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and now ſerves as part of the Durch Bar- 

rier. 
LISLE, which the French call Lit- 
tle Paris, is certainly one of the fineſt Ci- 
ties in Europe, by its Situation, the Regu- 
larity of its Streets, and its Fortifications. 
It is call'd Liſle, becauſe the little Rivers 
that run through it ſeem to make an Iſle; 
the Windmills round this City as you ap- 


proach it, are ſo numerous, that in a man- 


ner they hide the City; and the Citadel that 
commands it is not inferior to that at An- 
twerp. 

THE Market-Place of this City, from 
whence all the great Streets run, is divided 
into two by. a fine Exchange, built in the 
Year 1664, after the manner of that at 
London, which hath four Gates, from 
whence you go into the Market-Place. 

THE Street call'd La Rue Royale, or 
Royal Street, is certainly the longeſt, the 
ſtraighteſt, and moſt uniform in Europe. 
It runs from the Market-Place to the Citadel, 
near an Engliſh Mile: The Street is wider 
than the Pall Mall at London, and all the 
Houſes of an equal Height, as in Hatton- 


Garden. 
HERE 
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H E R E are alſo ſeveral Squares environ'd 
with handſome Houſes, eſpecially that of 
the Mint, where they Coin their Money. 
Tu E Cathedral Church of St. Peter is 
2 venerable old Edifice, in which are ſeveral 
Tombs, but particularly that of Lewis de 
Maull, Count of Flanders, and his Wife 
Margaret of Brabant, is worth the Cu- 
rioſity of a Stranger. 

IN this Church is alſo a fine Chappel de- 
dicated to the Virgin Mary, and magnifi- 
cently adorn'd ; all the other Churches, 
which are very many, as well as the Con- 
vents for Men and Women, are worth ſee- 
ing. THIS City hath a Face of Trade 
like London, or Amfterdam, and makes a 
better Appearance than Antwerp ; for in 
the Coffee-houſes round the Market-Place, 
before and after Change, a world of Buſi- 
neſs is tranſacted, and here is a good Manu- 
factory for Camblets and Light Stuffs, 
which they ſend to Spain and the Spaniſh 
Weſt Indies. 1 

TRE demoliſhing of Dunkirk was a 
great prejudice to this City, for that was 
their Port of Exportation and Importation, 
but now they are neceſlitated to {end their 
Goods by Land Carriage to Parzs, and re- 
ceive their Returns from thence. 
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TRE Country depending on this City, 
is of ſo vaſt an extent, that it contains 138 
Villages. In ſhort, its by much the beau- 
tifulleſt part of the Lou- Countries; and al- 
though Bruſſels, by the Court's being there, 
makes a greater movement in Coaches, 
Equipages and Diverſions, yet this ſeems 
to be much the finer City. | 

T a1s famous City was built in 1007, 
by Count Baldwin IV. and walld by his 
Son Baldwin V. who was born in it. It 
ſuffer'd much in the 13th Century; for in 
1213, Philip- Auguſius, of France, diſ- 
mantled it; twas retaken the next Year by 
Count Ferrand, and in 1297, Philip the 
Fair ruin'd it. It had formerly Lords of 
its own, who had the Title of Caſfellaus 
from the 11th Century to 1234, that it came 
to the Family of Peronne, afterwards to 
that of ZLyxemburgh, then to the Family of 
Vendoſme, next to that of Burgundy, and 
from them to the Houſe of Auſtria, till 
the Year 1667, when Lewzs XIV. took it 
and fortify'd it with a noble Citadel, and 
ſo many Works, that 'twas one of the 
ſtrongeſt Places in Europe. He alſo en- 
larg'd it with a Suburb, adorn'd it with ſe- 
veral fine new Streets, and in 1573, he or- 
der'd theſe blaſphemous Inſcriptions to 
be put on the new Caſtle, Geutes lauda- 
bunt te & Reges Terre Gloriam tuam; 


5 . 
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i. e. The Gentiles ſhall praiſe thee, and the 
Kings of the Earth thy Glory. And, In 
Sole poſui Tabernaculum meum; i. e. 1 
have plac d my Tent in the Sun. In ſhort, 
it was the only Town improv'd by his 
Conqueſts, and by being, as it were, the 
Center of Commerce betwixt France and 
the Netherlands, it became very rich by 
its Trade in Linnen Cloth, Camblets, 
Silks, Cc. T was confirm'd to the French 
by the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, but 
taken by the Confederate in 1708, after 
one of the moſt tedious and bloody Sieges 
in all the laſt War. | 
PRINCE Eugene and Prince Naſſau 
inveſted it on the 13th of Auguſt, and 
the Duke of Marlborough and Marſhal 
Auverquerque, cover'd the Siege. The 
Garriſon conſiſted of twenty Batal lions and 
ſeven Squadrons, commanded by Mareſchal 
Boufflers, and three Lieutenant Generals 
under him, M. Lee being Commander of 
the Town. The Trenches were open'd on 
the 22d, but it was the 22d of October 
before the French offer'd a Capitulation, 
and then only for the Town, into which 
the Prince of Holſteiu-Bech march'd as 
Governor. The Citadel held out to the 
8th of December, when it capitulated, and 
obtain'd the uſual Marks of Honour. The 
Attacks, Sallies and Repulſes, during this 

2 Siege, 
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Siege, were very deſperate and bloody, 
and too numerous to be mention'd here, the 
Loſs of the French being computed at 7000 
Men, and that of the Allies at 9000; but 
the greateſt Loſs of the latter, was in that 
brave General Auverquerque, who was 
taken ill in the Camp, and died there uni- 
verſally lamented by the whole Confede- 
rate Army. Prince Eugene receiv'd a Shot 
in his Head, which confin'd him ſome Days 
ta his Tent. The French left 90 Braſs 
Cannon in the Town, with many of Iron, 
and 20cco Weight of Powder, but little 
Proviſions ; many of the Soldiers having 
been oblig'd to eat Horſefleſn and other 
Carrion, becauſe of the dearneſs of Meat, 
Mutton being ſold at half a Crown a Pound, 
and Beef at a Shilling. | 
AMON other Perſons of chief Note 
at this famous Siege, were the preſent 
King of Poland, the preſent King of Swe- 
den, his Father the Landgrave of Heſe, 
and his Brother Prince William, tlie Prince 
of Holſtein-Beck, Earl of Albemarle, 
Earl of Stairs, Earls of Orkney and Ath- 
lone, Count Naſſau- M oudenburgb, Counts 
Schlick and Lottum, the Lieutenant Gene- 
nerals Wille, Spar, Fagel, Arnham, Paſ- 
cal, Erle, Wood and Withers, the Major 
Generals Denhof, Schuylemburgh, Colliers, 
Murray, Cadogan and Webb; the lier | 
. diers 
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diers Groveſtein, Waſſenaer, Keppel, Sabin, 
Chanclos, Syburgh, Els, Rank, Evans, 
and Temple, now Lord Cobham, Goſlinga, 
one of the States Field Deputies, Colonels 
Cronſtroom, Hamilton, and Preſton, Quar- 
ter-Maſter Armſtrong, &c. 

THE French Army made frequent 
Attempts to diſturb and retard the Sjege 
of this important Place, by attacking 
Bruſſels and other Places in the neigh- 
| bourhood , ſtopping up the Paſſages of the 
Scheld, and drowning the Country to de- 
prive the Beſiegers of receiving Ammuni- 
tion and other Neceſlaries, and by attack- 
ing the Confederate Convoys, particularly 


the Ammunition which had been ſent 


from England to Oſtend, with a few Troops 
under General Erle, and which he was 
convoying with his ſmall Party in ſeveral 
hundred Waggons to the Siege. The Duke 
of Marlborough being inform'd that the 
French and Spaniards, under the Counts 


de la Motte and Bergheick, were ſent to 
intercept them, detach'd General Webb to 


meet and reinforce the Convoy, This Ge. 
neral being met by the French at a Place 
call'd J/ynendale, in a Paſs between two 
Woods, on the 28th of Seprember, diſpoſed 
his Batallions ſo judiciouſly, and his Men 
fought ſo valiantly, that with 6000 Men 
he maintain'd a Fight of two Hours againſt 

| 2 5 24000 
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24000 Men with 40 Pieces of Cannon, 
(19 of which had play'd upon our Army 
three Hours) and made them retire in 
Confuſion, with the loſs of do Men. Mean 
time the Convoy paſs'd undiſturb'd another 
Way, and arriv'd ſafe in the Camp before 
Liſle. The Lols in this Action on our Side, 
was about 1000 Officers and Soldiers kill'd 
and wounded, Count Naſſau-MWouden- 
 burgh, Count Lottum and Brigadier Els 
likewiſe gain'd great Reputation in this 
Action; and had the 300 Horſe, brought 
by General Cadogan, been timely re- 
inforc'd by the reſt of the Horſe which 
that General had order'd to follow him, 
*twas thought the Enemy wou'd have found 
it very difficult to retire ; for the Foot be- 
hav'd fo reſolutely, that not one Batallion 
was forc'd from its Poſt ; but, on the con- 
trary, went out by Plattoons, and made a 
continual Fire upon the Enemy, in as good 
Order, as if they had been Exerciſing. 
By the Treaty of Utrecht, the States- 
General oblig'd themſelves to reſtore the 
Chatellany, Town, and Citadel of Liſle, with 
all the Cannon, Artillery, Arms, Bullets and 
Ammunition found therein, when taken, 
to the French. 11870 | 
FROM Liſie, in three Hours, I arriv'd 
at Doway, a City, which in 1566 was e- 
rected into an Univerſity, like that of Lou. 
100 van, 
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vain, by Philip II. of Spain, by reaſon of 
its being in the middle of ſo many great 
Cities, and Louvain at ſo great a Diſtance, 
that the Children of the Country were ge- 


nerally ſent for their Education into 


France, which carried out their Money. 

Ir contains 14 Colleges, all govern'd and 
ſettled after the manner of thoſe at Low- 
vain, and the Schools of Philoſophy, Ca- 
non and Civil Law, and Phyſick, are 
diſpoſed alſo after the ſame manner, only 
the Director here is choſen annually. 
TAE Congregation de propaganda Fide 
at Rome, have eſtabliſn'd an handſome Se- 
minary here for the Engliſb, who, after a 
few Years Reſidence, are oblig'd to go into 
England to propagate Popery, where they 
appear in all manner of Shapes. 

THe Scots have alſo a College here, go- 
vern'd by the 7eſuits of their Nation; and 
the 1r:z/þ have another. 

HE RE are abundance of Convents alſo, 
amongſt which are two Engliſb, one of 
Recolets, and t'other Beuedictines. 

IN the Cathedral Church, in which 
there are 24 Canons of Quality, the Biſhop 
of Bologn in France being always one, 
there is preſerv'd a comical Piece of Su- 
perſtition, which is a miraculous Hoſtie, 
wherein Jeſus Chriſt ſhow'd himſelf in dif- 
ferent Figures, in the Year of our Lord 12 54s 

ut 


190 Journey through the 
but we have no Authority for this, except 
the Teſtimony of one Thomas Cantampre; 
and yet every V edne ſday after Eaſter, the 
Commemoration of this is kept as a Holi- 
day. | 
* o enter the City by fix Gates, and 
the Streets from each lead you to the 
Market- place, where is a venerable old 
Town-houſe, adorn'd with the Statues of 
the antient Earls of Flandets, in which 
the Magiſtrates who govern the Town 
aſſemble, and are renew'd every thirteen 
Months: Here are alſo held ſeveral Coun. 
try Courts for the Dependencies of Doway, 
which contain about thirty Villages. The 
Parliament, which ufed to aſſemble at 
Tournay, meets now here, fince Tournay 
has been given as a Barrier to the Dutch. 
TAIS Town was taken by the French 


King in 1667, after a ſhort Reſiſtance. That 


Prince made it very ſtrong, and built a 
Fort about a Cannon-{hot below it upon the 
Scarp, with Sluices, by: which he cou'd 
drown the adjacent Country. The Conte- 
derates open'd Trenches before. it on the 
4th of May, 1710,with 40 Batallions under 
the Command of the Prince of Anhault- 
Deſſau, and the Prince of Naſſau-Hrie- 
fland; the Garriſon commanded by Alber- 
gotti, conliſting of 17 Batallions and 
3 Squadrons of Dragoons, | beſides 3 _ 

ions 


2 


22 
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lions in Fort-Sgarp, and the Princes of Ca- 
voy and Marlborough cover'd the Siege 
againſt Mareſchal Villars and the Duke of 
Berwick, After a vigorous Defence, both 
the Town and Fort-Scarp capitulated on 
the 26th of June following, upon honoura- 
ble Terms, and Lieutenant General Hom- 
peſch took Poſſeſſion of it as Governor of 
the Town, and Brigadier des Roques of 
the Fort. The Allies found in the Place 
42 Braſs Cannon, 200 Iron, 800 Mortars, 
with Ammunition and ſmall Arms. They 
had, during the Siege, 2142 Men kill'd, 
and 5865 wounded ; of which, the Eng/z/þ 
loſt 570 Men, and had 1339 wounded in 


the Regiments of Saliſb, Smit, Metral, 


General Erle, Mordaunt, Sabine, Prim- 
roſe, Preſton, Hamilton, Sutton and Ho- 
neywood, Colonel Sutton's Regiment 
{uſfer'd very much in one of the Salleye, 
till Major General Macartuey, with the 
other Regiments in the Trenches, coming 
up ta their Relief, repulſed the Beſieg'd 
with confiderable loſs; but Lieutenant Col. 
Gledhill, of Sutton's Regiment, was woun- 
ded and taken. The Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel, 


General Cadogan, Count Ty, and the Ge- 


nerals Fagel and MWaſſenaer, were allo pre- 
ſent at this Siege. Upon the Deſertion of 
the late Duke of Ormond, in 1712, the 
French laid Siege to it again on the 34th of 

| Auguſt, 
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Auguſt, and the Garriſon of Fort-Scarp, 
conſiſting but of 400 Men, was oblig'd to 
ſurrender Priſoners of War on the 28th, as 
the Town did on the 8th of Seprember, 
which had but 1200 Men in the Garriſon 
fit for Service, Both the Town and Fort 
repulſed the Enemy ſeveral times, tho? 
* were attack d by above 80 Cannon. 

HE Country round Doway is very 
fertile and very pleaſant, and you ſee ſe- 
veral fine Abbeys within its Diſtricht on the 
Banks of the Scarp. That of Marchienne, 
with its fine Steeple, is very curious, and 
little inferiour to Sr. Amand. This little 
Town of Marchienne was quitted to the 
Allies in 1710, who fortify'd it in 1712, 
and made it their Magazine and Hoſpital- 
general for the Army ; but the Duke of 
Ormond deſerting with the Engliſh, en- 
couraged the French to attack it, after 
beating the Datch at Denain. The 
took here 110 Ships belonging to the Datch, 
Joaded with Pombs, Bullets, Powder, Gre- 
nado's and Provifions for the Army, be- 
ſides 70 Pieces of great Cannon, and 40 
Field Pieces, which put aſhameful End to 
a glorious Campaign. 

Tax Abbey of Anchein is not infe- 
rior to that of Marchienne, and worth the 
Curioſity of a Stranger; tis but an Hour 
from Doway, and as it's incircled round 5 

| | | tne 
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the River Scarp, is calld in Latin, Aqui. 
cinctum. | 

THE Abbey of Flines for Ladies, being 
but half a Mile from Doway, muſt not be 
aſs'd by; there are ſeldom leſs than 100 
adies. It's truly a Palace fit for the firſt 
Quality. 

IAM now proceeding to St. Omer, and 
ſo to Calais, when I ſhall finiſh the Cir- 
cuit of this fine Country, and from whence 
you ſhall hear from me ; being, 


SIR. 


Zour moſt Humble Servant. 


LETTER 
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CALAIs, Sept. 10, 1724. 


ROM Doway I took the little 
Tovn of Aire in my Way, (from 
waz whence one goes by a Treck- 
RS Schuyt in twoHours too t. Omer.) 
This Town 1s very ſtrong, being 
fortify'd with eight Baſtions, and cover'd by 
the Fort $f. Frances, which hath five Baſti- 
ons more. Here you ſee an old Caſtle, large 
Streets, and handſome Squares; their chief 
Church was very magnificent before the 
Siege in 1710, hen it was much ruin'd by 
the Bombs; and its Steeple, which was one 
of the fineſt in the Country, fell down in 
1713, when they rung all che Bells at once, 
for Joy that the French took Poſſeſſion of 
it again. 5 


HERE 
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HERE are abundance of Convents for 
Men and Women, amongſt whom the Church 
of the Jeſuits is worth ſeeing. The Zngli/p 
have alfo here a Nunnery for Ladies, call'd 
the Poor Clares; and poor they are indeed! 
for they have two bare-footed Friers to go 
about the Country every Morning to beg 
- Proviſion for them, who never miſs in com- 
ing into the publick Inns, when they hear . 
of the Arrival of an Engliſhman. I went © 
to deliver my Charity out of my own Hands, 
which I put into a Wheel that turned round, 
but could not fee any of their Faces, only 
the Lady that received the Bounty, told 
me that ſhe was a Daughter of a Lord Vid. 
( ot inn 97 BR. 
TEE French took it in 1641. The 
Spaniards re- took it ſoon after; but the 
French, under Monſ. Schomberg, took it 
again in 1676, and had it contirm'd to 
them by the Treaty of Nzmeguen. 

T H 158 Town and Sr. Venant, about four 
Miles from it, were both inveſted by the 
Confederates in one Day, viz. the õth of 
September, 1710, the Duke of Maribo- 
rough and Prince Eugene covering the Sieges, 
and the Earl of Albemarle commanding 
the Horſe, The Prince of Naſſau-HFrie- 
fland with twenty Batallions fore d &. Ve- 


nant to ſurrender on the 29th, with the 
| O 2 uſual 
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uſual Marks of Honour, and M. Bruyn, a 
Dutch Engineer, was appointed Governor; 
but Aire held out againſt the Prince of An- 
halt. Deſſau with forty Batallions, till the 
8th of October, when the Garriſon capitu- 
lated, and was allow'd Conduct to St. Omers, 
with the uſual Marks of Honour, fix Co- 
ver'd Waggons, and four Pieces of Cannon. 
They march'd out with only 3628 Men, 
their Numbers being much diminiſh'd du- 
ring the Siege, and they left 1500 Wound- 
ed in the Town, who were to remain there 
till Recovery. The Freuch Governor was 
Monſ. Goesbriant, and ſucceeded by the 
Count Naſau-Woudenburgh. 

TH E Prince of Anhauit narrowly eſcap'd 
with his Life in the Trenches, where he 
had his Hat ſtruck off with a Cannon- 
Ball. - 
BoTH this City and t. Venant were re- 
ſtor'd to the French by the Treaty of 
Utrecht. 

forgot to tell you, that the Great Church 
of Aire hath a Chapter of thirty- eight Ca- 
- Nons, richly endowed. 

ABOUT eleven Miles from Aire lies 
Bethune, the Metropolis of a County of 
that Name, and in the ſame Province with 
Cambray. It was taken by the French 
from the Spaniards in 1645, and confirm'd 

to 
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to them by the Treaty of Pyrenees. Monſ. 
Vauban, the great Engineer of France, 
fortify'd it with ſuch Works as were thought 
equal in Regularity to Charleroy and Lan- 
dau, two of his 1 Tis in a 
manner ſurrounded alſo by the River Biette. 
It was inveſted by the Allies on the 15th of 
Fuly, 1710. There were two Attacks, one 
commanded by Schuylemburgh, General of 
the Saxons, and the other by the Baron de 
Fagel, General of the Dutch Infantry, and 
the Cavalry under them was commanded by 
Lieutenant General Hood. The Governor, 
who was Monſ. de Puys Vauban, having 
loſt near 2000 Men in Defence of the Place, 
beat a Parley on. the 28th of Auguſt, and 
march'd out with the uſual Marks of Ho- 
nour on the3iſt, when the Allies put ſome 
Forces into it under the command of Major 
General Keppel. But it was reſtor'd to 
the French by the Treaty of Utrecht. 
FROM Aire, before I proceeded to St. 
Omer, I made a little Excurſion to ſee the 
City of Arras, the Capital of this Pro- 
vince of Artozs, being but at a ſmall Diſ- 
tance. 3 
AR RAL is ſituated like Mons upon a 
Hill, and is divided into three Parts by the 
little River Crinchen and the Scarp. The 
Diviſion makes the Town, City, and the 
O 3 Cita- 


\ 
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Citadel, all three ſtrongly fortify'd, The 
beautifulleſt Part 1s the great Market-Place, 
which is very long, and the Houſes round 
it Piazza'd, as at Covent-Garden in London. 
In the little Market-Place adjoining ſtands 
the Town-Houſe, a very magnificent Build- 
ing, with a Belfrey, on the Top of which is 
a Brazen Lyon, gilt, for a Weathercock. 

IN the middle of this little Market is a 
Chappel, with a Cupola built after the Ita- 
lian manner, and finely adorn'd by Preſents 
from all Parts of the Country, in Honour to a 
Candle, which, they ſay, the Virgin Mary 
brought with her own Hands here in the Year 
1105, in the Time of a great Lightning; and 
that whoever touches this Candle ſhall never 
be hurt with Lightning Tis kept in a Silver 
Caſe, adorn'd with precious Stones; and 
ſuch Crouds of People flock thither when- 
ever it Thunders and Lightens, to make 
their Offerings to the Candle, that it ſur- 
' paſſes Expreſſion and Belief. 

TRE Cathedral is in that Part call'd the 
City. It is a vaſt old Gothick Building, and 
on its Steeple is a Clock, like that of Cam- 
bray, with little Braſs Statues coming out 
every Hour to ſtrike the Bell. The Church 
1s ond within with Chappels and Altars 
of Marble and Braſs, and fine Sculpture and 
Is too redious to give the Particu- 

ars 


THEY 
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TH Ex have in this Church another ri- 
diculous Piece of Superſtition, vis, ſome 
Manna, which to me look'd liker Wool, in 
a Silver Caſe extreamly inrich'd with Pearls 
and Diamonds, which they ſay fell from 
Heaven in the Time of a great Drought, in 
the Lear 371, and which is carried about in 
Proceſſion always when they want Rain. 
BUT the greateſt beauty of Arras, is 
the Royal Abbey of St. Vaaſt, or Vedaſt, 
Whoſe Abbot is . of the Town, and 
of eighty Villages that depend upon it. 
THis Abbey is truly a Royal Palace, 
and its Church one of the handſomeſt in the 
Low-Conntries, whether for the fine Seats 
of the Monks, the fine Pictures onthe Altars, 
the fine Cupola on the Top, or fine Tombs 
of Kings and Princes buried there. 
THE Abbots of this Abbey are generally 
Perſons of the firſt Quality, who never re- 
ſide here, but the Grand Prior governs in his 
Abſence. They have one of the fineſt Col- 
leges at Doway, which belongs to this Ab- 
bey, for the Inſtruction of the Youth of 
Arras and its Dependencies. af 
I T was in this Abbey where the famous 
Treaty was concluded betwixt England, 
France and Burgundy in 1435. Philip 
the Good, Duke of Burgundy, was there in 
Perſon ; England ſem tor Plenipotentiaries, 
O 4 Car- 
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Cardinal Beaufort, Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
the Archbiſhop of 7ork, the Earls of Hun- 
tingdon and Suffolk, with the Biſhops of 
Norwich and St. Davids. France (ent the 
Dukes of Bourbon and of Auvergne, the Earl 
of Richmont, Conſtable of France ; the Earl 
Vendoſine, Great Marſhal of the Houſnold; 
the Archbiſnop of Rheims, Great Chan- 
cellor of France; with two Secretaries of 
State. 4 IE Me cet] 
TH E Churches and Chappels belonging 
to Convents in this City, are above 100, 
and ſome of them worth ſeeing, eſpecially 
that of the barefooted Carmelites. = 
LEW IS XI. took this City in 1427*. 
and the Emperor Maximilian, in 1493. It 
was reckon'd ſo ſtrong while in Poſſeſſion of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, that they put an In- 
ſcription over one of the Gates, importing, 
that the French (hall never take Arras till 
the Mice devour the Cats. They took it, 
however, after ſeven Weeks Siege, in 1640. 
The Spaniards laid Siege to it in 1654, but 
were defeated, and forc'd to raiſe it on 
St. Lewis's Day, and the French had it 
confirm'd to them by the Pyreneas Treaty, 
r 5 
I = A V E now given you what is curious 
at Arras, and ſhall proceed by the Treck-. 
Schuyt from Aire to St. Omer. 


Se. 
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St. OMERis a very large City, ſituated in 
a marſhy Ground, which makes it ſtrong by 
Nature as well as it is by Art; for by its 
Sluices, of which they reckon 1000 in the 
Town and Country, they may put the 
Country under Water for two Leagues 
round. g 
T H E Streets are ſpacious and long, and 
its Cathedral an old Gothic Building, yet 
beautiful; amongſt the Religious Houſes 
here, that of the Engliſh Feſuits is a very 
ſtately Fabrick. It conſiſts of two large 
quares, and is equal to any of the Colleges 
at Oxford, They have ſeldom under 200 
Engliſh Scholars at a time, and it's from 
hence _ that Popery 1s kept up in thar 
Kingdom. But the great Beauty of St. O- 
mer, is the magnificent Abbey of St. Ber- 
tin, a fine Piece of Architecture, and much 
larger than Hampton- Court in England. 
Its Church is very beautiful, with a large 
Tower or Steeple, from the Top of which, 
in a clear Day, you may ſee the Coaſts of 
England. 5 a 37880 
PHILTP the Good held two Chap- 
ters of the Order of the ' Golden-Fleece in 
this Church, one in 1440, when he created 
four Knights; the other in 1461, when he 
created ſix more. . N 


THERE 


| 
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THERE are ſeveral handſome Suburbs 
to this City, particularly one call'd Hor- 
ont, which contains about 300 Houſes, all 
inhabited by an antient Race of Flemzngs, 
who wear the old Dreſs, and ſpeak the old 
Language of the Country. 

THERE are 79 Villages that depend on 
H. Omer, which are govern'd by a Head 
Bailiff, who holds his Courts for trying 
of Cauſes twice a Week; and near the Town 
is a ſpacious Lake full of floating Iflands, 
coverd with Trees, which in Summer 
gives a delicious Proſpect. Sr. Omer was 
taken by the Duke of Orleans in 1677, after 
the Defeat of the Prince of Orange, who 
advanced as far as Mont-Caſſel to relieve it; 
and it was confirm'd to the French by the 
Treaty of Nimeguen. 

Having juſt mention'd the Battle of 
Mont Caſſel, which was fought about the 
middle of April, ſhall only add, that both 
Armies engaged there with a great deal of 
Bravery, and that the firſt Regiment of the 
Dutch Foot beginning to break and fall in 


Diſorder after a ſharp Diſpute, the Prince of 


Orange, who h3d no Troops with him but 
the ſingle Forces of the States, and two ſuch 
Generals as the Dukes of Orleans and Lux- 
emburgh to oppoſe him, rallied them again 
ſeveral times, and renew'd the Charge; and 

when 
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when at laſt he was bore down by the meer 
Flight of his Men, whom he was forcd 
himſelf to reſiſt like Enemies; he fell in a- 
mong them with Sword in Hand, and cutti 
the firſt Man he came to croſs the Face, he 
{aid aloud, Raſcal, I will be fare to mark. 
thee, that at laſt I may hang thee. But 
all that ever the Prince cou'd do, was not 
enough to inſpire Courage into his diſpirited 
Countrymen; and therefore being forc'd to 
yield to the Stream, that carried him back 
to the reſt of his Troops which yet ſtood 
firm; with them, and ſuch of the reſt as 
he cou'd rally, he made a Retreat, that was 
not much inferior to the Honour of a 
Victory. | 
THIS Province of Artozs, which is the 
beſt of the ten, and 1s call'd the Granary of 
the Lou - Countries, is not above 25 Leagues 
long and 12 Leagues broad, and yet, beſides 
the many walFd Cities, contains 884 Vil- 
lages. 5 
1 HI s Country was govern'd formerly 
by Earls of their own, and I have ſeen a 
Liſt of above 40 of them, till it was united 
with the reſt in the Houſe of Burgundy; 
but Philip IV. of Spain, renounced it to 
France, under whoſe Dominion it now is. 
This Country join d with the reſt in op- 
e poſing 
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poſing the Impoſitions of Spain under the 
Duke of Alva; but at laſt they left their 
Brethren, the Hollanders, in the Lurch, 
and ſubmitted themſelves by a Treaty con- 
cluded in the Abbey of Mount Sz. Eloy, the 
6th of April, 1579; but whatever Condi- 
tions they might receive from Spain then, 
they were all broke thro' by the 11th Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of Nimeguen, in 1678, 
when it was delivered up to France. 

IH AE now made an exact Tour of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, and think I have o- 
mitted nothing that 1s material, nor inſerted 
any thing ſuperfluous. 

TH E Accounts I have given you of the 
Governments of the ſeveral Provinces, I 
took generally from the Greffiers of the 
Towns I paſs'd through; but the Deſcripti- 
ons are all what I ſaw myſelf. - t 

As for the Narratives of the ſeveral 
Battles and Sieges, they are collected from 
the trueſt Accounts of thoſe Tranſactions 
that are to be met with; they are told 
with the utmoſt Brevity, that the great 
Events wou'd admit of; and if they are any 
where ſwell'd beyond the compaſs of a 
Letter, it was purely for the Sake of com- 
memorating thoſe great Soldiers that had a 
Share in the Dangers and the Glory. 


IN 
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IN half a Day I got hither, where I began, 

and finiſh my Circuit; and from thence, after 

drinking good Burgundy and Champaign, I 

hope to rejoice with you over a Glaſs of Neat 

Port, at honeſt Ned Freeman's, the Crown 

nigh. Golden Square, on the King's Corona- 

| wry being the 2cth of next Month, 
and am, 


SIX, 


Tour moſt humble Servant. 
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